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Dear Mr Hoedeman, 

Thank you for your request Gestdem 2013/2132, registered on 19th of April 2013, for 
access to documents under Regulation No 1049/20011 regarding public access to 
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents ("the Regulation"). 

We understand from your request that you would like to have access to: 

1) minutes and other reports of meeting of DG Trade officials and/or representatives 
(including the Commissioner and the Cabinet) and representatives of individual 
companies, including lobby consultancies and law firms, and/or industry 
associations, in which the upcoming trade negotiations with the US were dealt 
with between 1st of January 2012 and 19 of April 2013); 

2) all correspondence (including emails) between DG Trade officials and/or 
representatives (including the Commissioner and the Cabinet) and representatives 
of individual companies (including lobby consultancies and law firms) and/or 
industry associations, in which the upcoming trade negotiations with the US were 
dealt with between 1st of January 2012 and 19 of April 2013. 

Before entering into the details of our approach to the reply, let me first apologize for the 
delay in replying which is due to a careful screening of a considerable amount of 
documents in order to provide you with a comprehensive and accurate reply. Let me also 
add that such screening has involved several units. Furthermore, and as you will be 
aware, the considerable interest in the EU-US trade negotiations has triggered a number 
of access to document requests which we treat in an incoming order. 

Further to our proposal for a fair solution regarding the timing, scope and handling of the 
request, we agreed that you will receive minutes and reports of the meetings first and all 
the correspondence after. 

However, while our reply to the first part of your request in which you request minutes 
and other reports of meetings where the EU-US negotiations were dealt is in circulation 
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for the approval of our hierarchy, we are pleased to send you a first batch containing 
eighty-five documents from the second part of your request covering all correspondence 
where the EU-US negotiations were broached. We are granting you a full access to all 
eighty-five documents. 

Please note that these documents cannot be reproduced or disseminated for commercial 
purposes without prior consent given by the Commission. In addition, a majority of the 
documents were received by the Commission from third parties. They are disclosed for 
information only and cannot be re-used without the agreement of the originator, who holds a 
copyright on it. It does not reflect the position of the Commission and cannot be quoted as 
such. 
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