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Main messages 

 The transatlantic partnership remains the most important and strategic relationship for 
the EU and its Member States. Our historical and cultural ties, shared values and 
security interests are the basis of our strong and effective response to the current 
global challenges, from fighting COVID-19 to climate change, from technological 
disruption to democratic backsliding.  

 The EU and the U.S. are each other’s largest trade and investment partners. Our 
economies are highly intertwined with around EUR 1 trillion of trade and over EUR 4 
trillion in foreign investments in 2020. The mutual openness and interconnection of our 
markets helps our economies thrive. 

 The Trade and Technology Council (TTC) is one of the main elements of our 
renewed Joint Transatlantic Agenda for the post-pandemic era, which our Leaders 
endorsed at the EU-US Summit on 15 June. 

 The first meeting of the TTC took place on 29 September in Pittsburgh, USA. 

 The TTC is the tool for new types of trade and economic governance discussions: to 
coordinate approaches to key global technology, economic, and trade issues; 
and to deepen transatlantic trade and economic relations, basing policies on shared 
democratic values.  

 We do not aim to replace our legal frameworks, but rather to develop common 
understanding and avoid discrepancies where possible. 

 Following the successful inaugural meeting in Pittsburgh, it is clear that the TTC has 
the potential to become the main channel of our dialogue on global economic and 
technological challenges as well as bilateral matters and cooperation. We should 
seize this opportunity to jointly lead the work to set standards and rules for the 21st 
century. 

 We will now continue work under the TTC, focusing on the actions identified in the Joint 
Statement from Pittsburgh1. This will include efforts at multilateral level / in international 
organisations as necessary.  

Working Groups 

 The United States and the EU have established 10 TTC Working Groups, which are 
chaired by relevant U.S. agencies and European Commission services. In the 
statement of the Pittsburgh meeting, each working group has been given tasks. The 
focus will now be for the groups to analyse what the tasks will mean in practice and 
how to achieve them. The next TTC meeting will take place sometime next year.  

 Looking forward, the working groups will also be asked to identify new priorities and 
topics where transatlantic cooperation could be useful.  

 There is also a high level of interest from stakeholders and we will work closely with 
stakeholders to ensure the success of the TTC. Both governments are committed to 
robust and ongoing engagement with a broad range of stakeholders to ensure that the 
outcomes from this cooperation support broad-based growth in both economies and 
are consistent with our shared values. 

                                                

1 In your file. 

EU-US Trade and Technology Council  
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Artificial Intelligence 

 We are committed to working together to ensure that AI serves our societies and 
economies and is used in ways consistent with our common democratic values and 
human rights. 

 The EU and the United States are opposed to uses of AI that do not respect this 
requirement, such as rights-violating systems of social scoring. 

 Furthermore, the European Union and the United States have underlined the 
importance of a risk-based approach to ensure proportionality of the regulatory 
framework. 

 Four areas of cooperation have been agreed: 

 develop a mutual understanding on the principles underlining trustworthy and 
responsible AI; 

 discuss measurement and evaluation tools and activities to assess the technical 
requirements for trustworthy AI, concerning, for example, accuracy and bias 
mitigation; 

 collaborate on projects furthering the development of trustworthy and responsible 
AI to explore better use of machine learning and other AI techniques towards 
desirable impacts (e.g. privacy-preserving machine learning); 

 jointly undertake an economic study examining the impact of AI on the future of our 
workforces, with attention to outcomes in employment, wages, and the dispersion 
of labour market opportunities. 

Platforms 

 Together with the United States we share a common purpose and a deep commitment 
to uphold the values of democracy, freedom, and fair competition on the Internet.  

 a consensus has been built between EU and 
US around a set of challenges and concerns, such as the spread of illegal content 
online and the misuse of economic power by some of the large online platforms. 

 We share common values, such as open and free democracy or open and fair markets.  

 In Pittsburgh, we agreed with the US to work on some topics that are urgent and where 
the EU and the US have common ground. In the Working Group on Digital 
Platforms, we had in depth conversations, against the background of the EU 
initiatives and agreed to an ambitious workplan.  

 This includes in particular the issues of algorithmic amplification, meaningful 
transparency for platforms’ content moderation processes. We also discussed 
ways of making sure that independent researchers can have data access to 
platforms content moderation practices.  

 

Defensives  
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Background 

The priorities of the ten TTC working groups 

 Working Group 1 - Technology Standards: The working group is tasked to develop 
approaches for coordination and cooperation in critical and emerging technology 
standards including AI and other emerging technologies. The European Union and the 
United States support the development of technical standards in line with our core 
values, and recognise the importance of international standardisation activities 
underpinned by core WTO principles. The European Union and the United States aim 
to identify opportunities for collaborative proactive action and to defend our common 
interests in international standards activities for critical and emerging technologies. As 
such, we plan to develop both formal and informal cooperation mechanisms to share 
information regarding technical proposals in specified technology areas and seek 
opportunities to coordinate on international standards activities. We look forward to 
fostering participation in standards organizations for civil society organizations, 
startups, small and medium sized enterprises in emerging technologies. 

 Working Group 2 - Climate and Clean Tech: Given the great importance of 
technology to address environmental challenges and connected market opportunities, 
the Climate and Clean Tech working group is tasked to identify opportunities, 
measures and incentives to support technology development, transatlantic trade and 
investment in climate neutral technologies, products and services, including 
collaboration in third countries, research and innovation, and to jointly explore the 
methodologies, tools, and technologies for calculating embedded greenhouse gas 
emissions in global trade. 

 Working Group 3 - Secure Supply Chains: Alongside the dedicated track on 
semiconductors, the Secure Supply Chains working group is tasked to focus on 
advancing respective supply chain resilience and security of supply in key sectors 
for the green and digital transition and for securing the protection of our citizens. A first 
focus will be on clean energy, pharmaceuticals, and critical materials. In connection 
with these sectors, the working group is tasked to seek to: increase transparency of 
supply and demand; map respective existing sectoral capabilities; exchange 
information on policy measures and research and development priorities; and 
cooperate on strategies to promote supply chain resilience and diversification. The 
dedicated track on semiconductor issues will initially focus on short-term supply 
chain issues. Cooperation on mid- and long-term strategic semiconductor issues will 
begin in the relevant TTC working groups ahead of the next TTC meeting. 
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 Working Group 4 - Information and Communication Technology and Services 
(ICTS) Security and Competitiveness: The Information and Communications 
Technology and Services working group is tasked to continue to work towards ensuring 
security, diversity, interoperability and resilience across the ICT supply chain, 
including sensitive and critical areas such as 5G, undersea cables, data centres, and 
cloud infrastructure. The working group is tasked to explore concrete cooperation on 
development finance for secure and resilient digital connectivity in third countries. The 
working group is tasked to seek to reinforce cooperation on research and innovation for 
beyond 5G and 6G systems. The European Union and the United States, in close 
cooperation with relevant stakeholders, could develop a common vision and roadmap 
for preparing the next generation of communication technologies towards 6G. The 
group is also tasked to discuss data security. 

 Working Group 5 - Data Governance and Technology Platforms: The Data 
Governance and Technology Platforms working group is tasked to exchange 
information on our respective approaches to data governance and technology 
platform governance, seeking consistency and interoperability where feasible. We 
intend to exchange information and views regarding current and future regulations in 
both the European Union and the United States with a goal of effectively addressing 
shared concerns, while respecting the full regulatory autonomy of the European Union 
and the United States. We have identified common issues of concern around: illegal 
and harmful content and their algorithmic amplification, transparency, and access to 
platforms' data for researchers as well as the democratic responsibility of online 
intermediaries. We have also identified a shared interest in using voluntary and multi-
stakeholder initiatives to complement regulatory approaches in some areas. We are 
committed to transatlantic cooperation regarding platform policies that focus on 
disinformation, product safety, counterfeit products, and other harmful content. We plan 
to engage with platform companies to improve researchers' access to data generated 
by platforms, in order to better understand and be able better to address systemic risks 
linked to how content spreads online. We also plan to engage in a discussion on 
effective measures to appropriately address the power of online platforms and ensure 
effective competition and contestable markets. The working group is also tasked to 
discuss, alongside other working groups, common approaches on the role of cloud 
infrastructure and services. 

 Working Group 6 - Misuse of Technology Threatening Security and Human 
Rights: The Misuse of Technology to Threaten Security and Human Rights working 
group is tasked to combat arbitrary or unlawful surveillance, including on social media 
platforms; explore building an effective mechanism to respond to Internet shutdowns, in 
conjunction with the G7 and others likeminded countries; work to protect human rights 
defenders online; and increase transatlantic cooperation to address foreign information 
manipulation, including disinformation, and interference with democratic processes, 
while upholding freedom of expression and privacy rights. The working group is tasked 
to address social scoring systems and to collaborate on projects furthering the 
development of trustworthy AI. 

 Working Group 7 - Export Controls: The Export Controls working group is tasked to 
engage in technical consultations on legislative and regulatory developments and 
exchange information on risk assessments and licensing good practices, as well as on 
compliance and enforcement approaches, promote convergent control approaches on 
sensitive dual-use technologies, and perform joint industry outreach on dual-use export 
controls. 
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 Working Group 8 - Investment Screening: The Investment Screening working group 
is tasked to focus on exchanging information on investment trends impacting security, 
including strategic trends with respect to industries concerned, origin of investments, 
and types of transactions; on best practices, including with respect to risk analysis and 
the systems for risk mitigation measures with a focus on sensitive technologies and 
related sensitive data, which may include personal data; and together with other 
groups, including Export Controls, develop a holistic view of the policy tools addressing 
risks related to specific sensitive technologies. The working group is expected to 
conduct a joint virtual outreach event for stakeholders. 

 Working Group 9 - Promoting Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises (SME) 
Access to and Use of Digital Tools: The use of digital tools is a key enabler for 
SMEs to innovate, grow and compete. Its uptake varies significantly across sectors and 
regions. Beyond training and education gaps and market access barriers, SMEs face 
challenges regarding access to technologies, data, and finance. We are committed to 
ensuring access to digital tools and technologies for SMEs in both the European 
Union and the United States. Working Group 9 is tasked to launch outreach activities 
that will offer opportunities for SMEs and underserved communities, and their 
representatives, to share their needs, experience, strategies and best practices with 
policymakers on both sides of the Atlantic with a view to ensuring a better 
understanding of the barriers to their digital empowerment. Additionally, through a 
series of listening sessions with SMEs and underserved communities, as well as the 
resulting analysis and reporting, the working group is tasked to develop 
recommendations for EU and US policymakers to implement that will help to accelerate 
access to and the uptake of digital technologies. 

 Working Group 10 - Global Trade Challenges: Consistent with the attached 
statement on global trade challenges, Working Group 10 is tasked to focus on 
challenges from non-market economic policies and practices, avoiding new and 
unnecessary technical barriers in products and services of emerging technology, 
promoting and protecting labour rights and decent work, and, following further 
consultations, trade and environment issues. 

Contacts – briefing contribution:   (CNECT) 
(EEAS) 
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