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Follow up from our meeting

Dear President von der Leyen:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me during my most recent visit to Brussels. It was a pleasure 

speaking with you again in person.

Congratulations again on the landmark Fit for 55 package you launched this month. The European Green 

Deal and its comprehensive new policy proposals demonstrate that the EU continues to lead as a critical 

partner in creating a net-zero future. I look forward to bringing our partnership on Breakthrough Energy 

Catalyst into the next phase where we can fund high impact projects in Europe.

As we head toward COP26 in November, we are planning several moments to showcase Catalyst and 

bring our partners together. We are organizing an event in September to discuss the program with our 

closest partners, including CEOs, philanthropists, policymakers, and leaders from the NGO community. It 

would be great for you to join me and other program partners for this event - it will be an opportunity 

to highlight our partnership and encourage other private and public sector leaders to advance climate 

priorities. I will have my team follow up with more details around participation.

As always, I'm impressed with your unwavering commitment to support vaccine access in poorer 

countries. I hope your efforts to increase the EU's ability to share more vaccine doses by the end of this 

year are successful. This will make a big difference in African and Asian countries, which are now 

suffering the worst effects of the pandemic yet.

It was great to hear more about your plans to invest in building vaccine manufacturing capacity in Africa. 

I hope we can collaborate to help boost production capacity, support an enabling ecosystem, and ensure 

these investments remain sustainable.

ľm grateful for your continued leadership on both development and climate, and I look forward to 

strengthening both the foundation's and Breakthrough Energy's partnership with the Commission.

Bill
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