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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE EPA COMMITTEE 

The sixth meetin of the EPA Committee met on 02-03 October 2017 under the Co

Chairmanship of
..,__�-----:-:-

representing the EU side and H.E. Mr H. DILLUM,

Ambassador of Mauritius, representing the ESA side. A list of the members of the EU 

and ESA delegations is in Document no. 1 

Welcoming Remarks 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Madagascar, the Minister of Commerce 

welcomed the delegates to the meeting. He expressed the wish that the deliberations 

over the two days would lead to a satisfactory outcome to both parties and that a 

roadmap would be established to pursue with the deepening and widening of the IEPA. 

The Head of the EU's delegation to Madagascar, Antonio SANCHEZ-BENEDITO 

praised the progress realised in implementing the EPA and noted the substantial 

increase of Malagasy exports to the EU since the EPA was implemented as a clear 

indication of the EPA's benefits and its potential. He also expressed the wish for a 

positive outcome of this Committee aimed at deliberating on all points of the agenda 

including the deepening of the agreement. 

The iEPA Signatory States and the EU welcomed the Union of Comoros to the meeting 

Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda as agreed by both sides was adopted as per Document no. 2. 
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ESA - EU EPA 

EPA COMMITTEE AGENDA 

6th Meeting  

02 and 03 October 2017 

Hotel Carlton, Antananarivo 

6th Meeting of the ESA - EU EPA Committee 
02 and 03 October 2017, Hotel Carlton, Antananarivo 

(02 October: 9:00 - 12:30, Points 1 to 5) 
(03 October 9:00 - 12:30, Point 6) 

(03 October 14:00 - 17:00, Points 7 to 16) 

[Rapporteur: ESA side] 

AGENDA 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Opening Statements 

• DG TRADE 
• MAURITIUS 
• Dignitary of Comoros (new member) 
• Dignitary of Madagascar [Official Opening] 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the 5th Meeting of the ESA-EU EPA Committee 

4. Review of the implementation of the ESA - EU EPA 

• State of play of implementation (ESA) 
• Recommendations of the iEPA impact study and way forward (ESA/EU) 
• Market Access schedules: discussion on transposition to HS 2017, exchange 

of information and follow up (EU) 
• Correction of errors and omissions in the market access schedules (EU) 
• Accession of Croatia to the ESA-EU EPA (EU) 
• Accession of Comoros (ESA) 
• Request for derogations 
• Specific NTBs faced by the 4 ΙΕΡΑ Signatory States on the EU market (i.e. 

Problems faced by Mauritian operators with respect to EUR 1 certificates in 
Germany). 

• Status on Mauritius inclusion on the list of 3rd Countries allowed exporting 
honey to the EU. 



5. Rules of Origin (EU) 

• State of play on modernisation 
• Way forward for modernisation 

6. Deepening and widening of the ¡EPA (ESA/EU) 

• State of play 
• Way forward 

7. ESA EPA Business Forum (ESA) 

• State of play 
• Way forward 

8. FTAs with Third countries 

• FTAs with Third countries (ESA) 
• EPAs with other configurations and FTAs with Third countries (EU) 

9. Trade and investment policies (EU) 

• Enhancing investments from EU to ESA 
10. Reports from the Sub-Committees 

• Customs Cooperation Committee 
• Joint Development Committee 

11. Withdrawal of the UK from the EU (ESA) 

12. Next ESA-EU EPA Committee Meeting - date and venue 
13. Consideration and adoption of Minutes of the 5th ESA - EU EPA Committee 

14. Adoption of a Joint Communiqué 

15. AOB 
16. Closing Remarks. 



# Spons
ored

Pays concerné Civilité NOM Prénom Fonction Tél/Mobile Email Ville de départ Adresse WWW

1 Y Union des 
Comores

Vice-présidence en 
charge du ministère de l’Economie, de 
l’Energie, de l’Industrie, de l’Artisanat, du 
Tourisme, des Investissements, du Secteur 
Prive et des Affaires Foncières

Moroni (Comores)

2 Y Union des 
Comores

Moroni (Comores)

3 Y Seychelles  
Trade Division , 
Ministry of Finance, Trade and Economic 
Planning

Seychelles

4 Y Zimbabwe
Ministry of Finance, Trade and Economic 
Planning

Harare

5 Y Madagascar M. Ambassade de 
Madagascar à Bruxelles

Bruxelles

6 Y Madagascar M. Ambassade de 
Madagascar à Bruxelles  

Bruxelles

7 Y Mauritius
8 Y Mauritius
9 N European 

Union
M. DG Trade Bruxelles

10 N European 
Union

Mrs DG Trade Bruxelles

11 N European 
Union

Mr  DG Taxud Bruxelles

12 N European 
Union

Mr   DEVCO Bruxelles
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