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NOTE FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 

Subject: Creation of a Directorate-General for Parliamentary Democracy Partnerships 

I. BACKGROUND 

1. Pursuant to Art. 10.1 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU): "the functioning of the 
Union shall be founded on parliamentary democracy'', whereby citizens are directly 
represented by Parliament (Art. 10.2 TEU). Representativity and participatory 
democracy encompass thus the role of Parliament, including national assemblies, 
within the Union. Promoting parliamentary democracy benefits therefore both national 
and European institutions. 

2. Accordingly, Parliament's presence in third countries and international organisations 
is key to promote parliamentary democracy beyond the Union. This is of strategic 
relevance to, inter alia, facilitating and strengthening the relations between Parliament 
and the countries concerned or fostering exchanges among Members. 

3. At its meeting of 3 and 4 October 2019, the Bureau highlighted the importance of 
promoting and upholding European Parliamentary Democracy. The same priority had 
been put forward at the Away Days of the Bureau of 24 and 25 September 2020, where 
the future of Parliamentarism was discussed, in particular from a post-COVID 
perspective. 

4. On 19 October 2020, the Bureau further exchanged on measures aimed at 
streamlining the parliamentary democracy narrative. These included among others the 
further deployment of Europa Experience facilities and the dialogue with citizens during 
the Conference on the Future of Europe. Lastly, the future of parliamentary democracy 
has been at the core of the reflection process launched by late President Sassoli. 

5. ln line with the above priorities, the Secretary-General has recently concluded a 
cooperation agreement with the Secretary-General of the European External Action 
Service (EEAS). The agreement establishes among others that Parliament staff can 
be seconded to the EEAS for assignment to European Union delegations in Jakarta 
for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Addis Ababa for the African 
Union and New York for the United Nations as from September 1st 2022. 

li. STRUCTURE OF THE DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 

6. Against the above-described background, the present note proposes the creation of a 
Directorate-General for Parliamentary Democracy Partnerships. lt should be 
responsible for fostering cooperation with national parliaments as well as coordinating 
the efforts made by Parliament liaison offices and representations outside of the 
European Union with the objective to streamline actions aimed at promoting and 
upholding parliamentary democracy in Europe and beyond. 
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7. The Directorate-General will be set up through internal restructuring and shifting of 
existing entities. Its creation will be thus carried out in a cost-efficient and as 
budgetary-neutral as possible manner. 

8. The Directorate-General will be composed of three Directorates: 
i. Directorate for Relations with National Parliaments; 
ii. Directorate for External Liaison Offices; 
iii. Directorate for Resources and Partnerships Development. 

9. The first Directorate will be the result of shifting the current Directorate for Relations 
with National Parliaments. The Directorate will keep the same structure and mission. 

1 O. lt will be overall responsible for advising political bodies, Members and administrative 
entities in the institutional cooperation and legislative dialogue with national 
parliaments. To this end, it will, inter a/ia, provide support for interparliamentary 
activities and contribute to the implementation of relevant Treaty provisions. 

11. The Directorate for External Liaison Offices will bring together the representation 
functions in third countries and international organisations. This includes the UK 
Liaison Office in London, the Congressional Liaison Office in Washington DC as well 
as Parliament staff representations at the United Nations in New York, at the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Jakarta and at the African Union's 
Secretariat in Addis Ababa which will take up their function on September 1st. 

12. With the view to promoting and facilitating exchanges, the Directorate will also include 
the European Union Visitors' Programme (EUVP) Unit which is currently a central 
service attached to the Secretary-General. Its mission is to promote EU values and 
interests globally, by means of people-to-people diplomacy, with a focus on visitors 
from continental democracies. The unit engages in an open dialogue with external 
partners who are invited to study visits to EU Institutions. 

13. lt is proposed that a third Directorate be responsible for resources management, 
including budget. lt will also be in charge of developing new partnerships, including as 
regards organisational aspects. 

Ill. CONCLUSIONS 

The members of the Bureau are invited to: 

- approve the creation of the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Democracy 
Partnerships, as outlined in this note and related annex, with effect of November 1st 2022. 

Klaus WELLE 

Annex: Structure of the Directorate-General for Democracy Partnerships. 
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