Wl Ref. Ares(2022)4622592 - 23/06/2022

From: I (C~B-URPILAINEN)

Sent: jeudi 23 juin 2022 21:04

To: N

Cc: VIRTANEN Arto (CAB-URPILAINEN); || BB (CAB-URPILAINEN)
Subject: RE: EU Partnership with Africa / developing countries - European Technology
pear I

Thanks!

What about Friday 15/07, for example at 13h30?

Prior to the meeting, you would need to register in the Commission’s transparency register:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/ri/registering.do?locale=en (If already registered,
could you share your register number?)

Best regards,

rrom: I @ i 2z dota jo>

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 2:45 PM

To: | (cAB-URPILAINEN) [ @cc.curopa.cu>

Cc: VIRTANEN Arto (CAB-URPILAINEN) <Arto.VIRTANEN@ec.europa.eu>

Subject: Re: EU Partnership with Africa / developing countries - European Technology

Dear-, thank you! Of course, it would be a pleasure. | will be on a plane back from the US on the 14th
afternoon. If possible, could we speak before or after that?

With my best wishes,-

on 23.Jun 2022, at 13:26, || | G @<c.curopa.cu> wrote:
vear [

Thank you for your message, and | am very sorry that you have had to wait.

Unfortunately we are not able to organise a meeting with the Commissioner due to her
very packed agenda.

But a member of her cabinet, Mr Arto Virtanen, who covers digital issues, would be
happy to have a short VTC meeting with you.

| could propose the afternoon of Thursday 14/07. Would this date fit your agenda?



Best regards,

From:_@villagedata.io>
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 12:57 PM

To: || (c/8-URPILAINEN) [ @cc.curopa.cu>

Cc: CAB URPILAINEN CONTACT <CAB-URPILAINEN-CONTACT@ec.europa.eu>
Subject: Re: EU Partnership with Africa / developing countries - European Technology

Dear Mr Virtanen,
| just wanted to check in with you on the below.
One month is a long time in the life of a startup.

With my best wishes,-

On 15.Jun 2022, at 16:52,_ villagedata.io>

wrote:

Dear Mr Virtanen,
Thank you very much. We look forward to hearing from you.

with my best wishes i

on 15. Jun 2022, at 12:01, ||| |  GG—_—_
_@ec.euroga.eu> wrote:

pear - I

Sincere apologies for not having replied sooner. We are
looking into how to facilitate your request.

Best regards,



<image001.png>

European Commission

Cabinet of Commissioner Jutta Urpilainen
International Partnerships

Mail : BERL 8/72 - 1049 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +3 mob: +3
E-mail: @ec.europa.eu

rrom: I N 2 dota o>

Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 4:55 PM

To: CAB URPILAINEN CONTACT <CAB-URPILAINEN-
CONTACT@ec.europa.eu>

Subject: EU Partnership with Africa / developing
countries - European Technology

Dear Ms Urpilainen,
| hope you are well.

| represent the European technology company Village
Data Analytics (VIDA) and am reaching out to you,
because | believe that our work in developing countries,
especially in Africa, supports the goals of the EU in
international partnerships / Africa, and is worthy of
your support. Like you, we also believe in a balanced,
intensified and innovative partnership with Africa.

With VIDA, we provide the digital infrastructure to
channel investments into physical infrastructure linked
to the Sustainable Development Goals. This could be
energy access, access to healthcare, education,
water/agriculture, and others. Our work
(software+Al+services) has shown that a transparent,
data-driven approach can ensure that investment and
aid are implemented at the scale and speed needed to
meet the urgency of our time. Africa’s food security, job
creation potential, protection of ecosystems, and
ultimately peace and prosperity, which is so central to
Europe’s future, requires a much accelerated



investment effort. Our innovative technology helps
bring that about.

Since we went live, just over a year ago, we already
work in 25 countries (mostly in Africa) to analyse
around 30,000 villages and several large cities, and
channel $1.5 billion into development infrastructure
(mostly via large development banks, such as the World
Bank). VIDA is also used by African governments, such
as the government of Nigeria, to plan development
investments and it is used by African and international
companies offering e.g. electrification or agricultural
products.

We are currently the only European technology

company offering state-of-the-art data and software
technology in the African development space (as far as
we can tell). Our data approach is in line with European
guidelines and we seek to empower our African users.

We would love an opportunity to introduce you to
VIDA, to learn what kind of support is available, and
discuss how we might be able to contribute to a
European development data ecosystem.

With my kind regards,

Further background:

VIDA, headquartered in Munich, is supported by the
European Space Agency and by Germany’s leading Al
incubator, appliedAl. We have won several prizes,
including, most recently, the German Innovation Award
for Climate and Environment (link). Our team of 17
consists of a mix of software/Al engineers and
development experts from Europe, Asia and Africa.



www.villagedata.io






