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Reykjavik to Gran Canaria, you transport our citizens and cargo, and link 
our islands and our regions, and we are committed to supporting your 
growth.  

Crisis and normalisation:   
 The past three years have been hard for all of us, but your airlines have 

been among the hardest hit. We have taken numerous measures to support 
the airline industry during these years of crises, including enabling state aid 
in the context of COVID and the war in Ukraine, providing flexibility for 
public service obligations, ensuring slot relief, and providing significant 
funding for decarbonisation.  

 To respond to COVID-19, we launched the State aid COVID Temporary 
Framework, which enabled Member States to remedy the serious 
disturbances in the economy, with a total of EUR 3.2 trillion provided. This 
has been a key instrument in support of the aviation industry throughout the 
pandemic, with billions of euros of state aid going to airlines, airports, and 
the aviation industry at large.  

 We have also published guidance on the conditions for setting up urgent 
public service obligations (PSO) in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
allowing necessary flexibility for Member States to replace commercial 
offers in crisis times and to ensure a minimum level of connectivity. 

 With the additional shock of Russia’s unjustified and illegal war against 
Ukraine, through the Temporary Crisis Framework we allowed Member 
States to use even greater flexibility under state aid rules to help overcome 
the difficult situation of the transport sector triggered by the war.  

 Under this framework, Member States can compensate specific companies 
or specific sectors for the damages directly caused by the Russian invasion. 
This can cover losses and damages caused by the re-routing of planes. We 
have further amended the framework to provide general liquidity support to 
the aviation sector, defend against the impact of high energy prices, and 
provide support for renewable energy production, industrial decarbonisation, 
and energy efficiency measures. 

 The Commission is also preparing a new amendment to the State aid 
Temporary Crisis Framework to allow Member States to support the green 
transition of the EU economy.  

 Beyond state aid, the EU has also adopted slot relief amendments, 
protecting slots that airlines cannot operate due to State measures severely 
restricting air travel in the context of the pandemic. Such protection is also 
granted to airlines’ slots use for routes to/from Ukraine and to/from Russia 
as the airspaces are closed.  
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 However, this is for the future. We need to explore already today the 
possibilities offered by efficient aircraft powered by sustainable aviation 
fuels (SAF). The technology is there; we need to unleash this potential and 
make the market function properly.  

 The ReFuelEU Aviation initiative will ramp up production and use of SAF in 
European air transport. Its scope is on all departing flights. Regardless of 
the business model, the burden is similar.  

 We all agree on the importance for aviation decarbonisation in the 
conclusion of the ReFuelEU Aviation proposal. I welcome the support of 
ERA to this proposal. Now it is in the hands of the Swedish Presidency who 
have committed to continuing the good progress made under the Czechs, 
hopefully towards adoption in Q1 2023. 

 I also welcome the recent political agreement on ETS Aviation for SAF 
Allowances. This represents an important layer of support for aviation, 
corresponding to a budget of around EUR 1.6 billion, helping to close the 
price gap between SAF and fossil fuels, and promoting best-in-class SAF, 
notably advanced biofuels and synthetic fuels from renewable sources. 

 Specifically, 20 million allowances will be made available for SAF support 
until 2030 according to different fuel categories. Importantly. small islands, 
small airports and the outermost regions will be able to cover the price 
differential between kerosene and eligible fuels with 100% of the SAF 
allowances in order to ensure the availability of the eligible fuels in these 
locations. 

 In addition to the continued zero-rating of biofuels under the EU ETS, we 
count on this mechanism to further bring down the cost differential with 
kerosene to make SAF costs affordable, especially for regional airlines. We 
have also agreed on a new system to monitor and report non-CO2 
emissions, which will be vital for our overall climate efforts. 

 Additionally, we will implement CORSIA, which will generate requirements 
as of 2024. This means that not only the emissions on intra-EU flights are 
priced, but also on the flights to and from third countries. This contributes 
further to the level-playing field, and ensures we are not discriminating. 

 On the EU taxonomy, we are moving forward with drafting the delegated 
act for aviation taxonomy. We intend to include aircraft manufacturing and 
leasing, air transport services, and ground handling in the future taxonomy. 
SAF production and low carbon airport infrastructure are already covered. 
The inclusion of additional aviation related activities in the EU taxonomy will 
channel green finance, including through EU green bonds, which will be 










