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The problem to be addressed

❑ 60-70% of soils are « unhealthy » (Soil Mission), due to soil degradation: contamination, 

compaction, errosion, loss of organic content and soil biodiversity, etc.

❑ This means loss of critical ecosystem services (~50b€/y):

▪ Loss or contamination of biomass production => risk for food security

▪ Loss of CO2 storage => risk for climate mitigation objectives

▪ Degradation of water and nutrient cycling => increased impact of floods and droughts, 

decreased resilience for climate adaptation, water quality issues, impact on 

biodiversity

▪ Loss of basis for habitats and biodiversity => loss of biodiversity (e.g. wild pollinators)

❑ These have also transboundary impacts

❑ Outlook (trend): negative (EEA SOER 2020)





Soil and agriculture 

❑ Healthy soil = indispensable for quality farming and its value should get

recognition

❑ Land take and soil sealing = soil is lost for ecosystem services, including

agriculture 

❑ Recovery of degraded soils and contaminanted lands (millions of sites 

across the EU) is a gain

❑ A truly regenerative agriculture = maintains and restores soil

❑ Knowledge about the soil status and trends is essential to be able to 

protect and restore 



Thank you
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