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PRELIMINARY DRAFT REPLY TO WRITTEN QUESTION
E-8496/10 put by Catherine Stihler (S&D)
	from :
	General Secretariat of the Council

	to :
	Permanent Representations of the Member States

	Subject :
	"World COPD Day"


1.
Delegations will find attached:

–
the text of the above Written Question;

–
a preliminary draft reply prepared by the General Secretariat.

2.
If no comments have been received from delegations by 17.00 on 8 December 2010, this preliminary draft reply will be submitted to the Permanent Representatives Committee (Part 1) and to the Council for approval.


Any comments received will be examined by the Working Party on General Affairs.

___________________
Question for written answer E-8496/2010

to the Council

Rule 117

Catherine Stihler (S&D)

Subject:
World COPD Day

As 2010 is the Year of the Lung, what support is being given to support Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Day on 17 November and, further to this, what action is the Council considering to prevent COPD becoming the fourth biggest killer by 2030?

_________________
REPLY

to Written Question E-8496/10
put by Catherine Stihler (S&D)
As the most common cause of COPD is tobacco smoking, two EU Directives have been adopted by the European Parliament and the Council to regulate the manufacture, sale, presentation and advertising of tobacco and tobacco products, namely Directive 2001/37/EC on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco products
, and Directive 2003/33/EC on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States relating to the advertising and sponsorship of tobacco products
.

Moreover, as parties to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), that entered into force on 27 February 2005, the European Union and its Member States are active in pursuing the objectives of this Convention as well as the development of its instruments.

Accordingly, pursuant to Article 8 of the FCTC, on 30 November 2009 the Council adopted a Recommendation on smoke-free environments
 aimed at protecting people, especially children and adolescents, from exposure to tobacco smoke.

Finally, the Belgian Presidency will submit to the Council meeting on 7 December draft conclusions on "Innovative approaches for chronic diseases in public health and healthcare systems", which include secondary prevention, treatment and care of chronic diseases.

__________________
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