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Amsterdam, 30 January 2013 

SUBJECT: Invitation to become member of the GRI Governmental Advisory Group 
meeting 

Dear Mr. Bassi, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI), where I am Deputy Chief Executive, leading strategic governmental 
relations. When I was last in Brussels it was planned that we would meet; due to time 
constraints you were unavailable, and it was my pleasure to meet with Mr. Didier 
Millerot and Mr. Jeroen Hooijer. One matter we discussed was a high level 
representative of the DG Internal Market and Services becoming a member of GRI's 
Governmental Advisory Group. We agreed to pursue this matter in early 2013, and I 
now have the pleasure in formally inviting you to join the Group. 

As you are aware, GRI is the de facto standard setter in the sustainability reporting 
field, and as such an international independent organization with strong links to 
content experts, business, and policy makers. GRI has convened its Governmental 
Advisory Group since 2008 and will be holding its 10th meeting on 23-24 May in 
Amsterdam. This body gives strategic advice to the GRI Board, with representatives 
from the following countries: Australia, Brazil, Denmark, France, Germany, India, 
Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP), and the OECD. 

Examples of the Group's diverse membership include Manoj Kumar, Joint Secretary of 
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs in India, Carlos Cozendey, Secretary General for 
International Affairs at the Ministry of Finance in Brazil, Bengt Johansson, Director for 
CSR at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Sweden, Dominique Dron, French 
Commissioner for Sustainable Development, and Amina Mohamed, Deputy Executive 
Director of UNEP. 

Members are invited on the basis of their expertise, commitment to sustainability 
reporting, and influence on policy or regulation within their country, region, or 
international organization. The Group meets twice a year; once in Amsterdam, and 
once hosted by one of the member governments. The meetings enable an open 
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conversation, observing the Chatham House Rule, for members to receive strategic 
updates from GRI and to give recommendations to our Board. The dates of the next 
Group meeting also coicide with the GRI Global Conference, where we expect some 
1500 participants from over 80 countries. The Group's Terms of Reference document 
is attached for your attention. 

Over the years, GRI has established a close relationship with the DG Enterprise, in 
particular when they had the lead on the CSR Communications of 2005 and 2011, 
however it is the DG Internal Market and Services that is taking the lead on 
transparency issues and we would be honored to welcome you as member to the 
Governmental Advisory Group. I have also had continuous constructive conversations 
with Mr. Millerot and Mr. Hooijer - both copied here - about the importance of your 
presence in this Group. 

GRI is currently in the process of reviewing its governance. It is our intention to 
strengthen the public interest oversight, and one of the measures we will propose to 
the Board is the creation of a public interest oversight body. Given the contributions 
of the DG Internal Market and Services to the non-financial reporting field, and GRI's 
continuing commitment to transparent, multi-stakeholder governance, your presence 
in the unique setting of the Governmental Advisory Group would be extremely 
valuable. 

Please consider myself and my team at your disposal to discuss this invitation further. 
I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience. 
Yours sincerely, 

Teresa Fogelberg 
Deputy Chief Executive 

Enclosed: Terms of Reference for the GRI Governmental Advisory Group 

Contact details: 

• Ms. Teresa Fogelberg, Deputy Chief Executive, +31 20 5310015, 
xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx ; 

• Eszter Vitorino Füleky, Manager Governmental Relations,, +31-(0) 20-5310001 
and xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

Aliona Tency, Assistant to Deputy Chief Executive, +31-(0) 20-5310069 and 
xxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 


