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Document 2. 
 

Dear Members of the Technology Subgroup, 

 

For the upcoming meeting of the TS on 18-19 May I would like to provide you with 

the ToDo list of the last plenary meeting and an overview of the agenda. In 

addition, please find attached the current timetable for the upcoming meetings of 

the plenary and the TS. The table also includes the main issues which have been 

discussed in the last meetings and the main topics for the upcoming meetings. 

 

Excerpt of ToDo List of the last Plenary (105th meeting, 12-13 April 2016):  

 

 Agenda item C.5.b – 

Other items which may be of interest include:  

 

 Agenda item C.1.b  

 

This TS meeting will put a particular focus on: 

 Developing the draft opinions on the ePrivacy Directive Review, Wi-Fi location 

tracking, data portability and employee monitoring.  

 Discussion of new work items relating to GDPR. 

 

Please note that the 106th plenary meeting will take place on 07-08 June 2016. 

Information notes and other relevant documents must be submitted by 24 May 

2016.  

 

Current timetable: 

18-19 May TS meeting 

24 May Deadline information notes and documents for 105th plenary 

meeting 

07-08 Jun  105th plenary meeting of Article 29 

04-08 Jul  First option dates of next meeting of the Technology Subgroup 

11-15 Jul   Second option dates of next meeting of the Technology Subgroup 

29 Aug-02 Sep Third option dates of next meeting of the Technology Subgroup 

05 Sep-09 Sep Fourth option dates of next meeting of the Technology Subgroup 

27-28 Sep  106th plenary meeting of Article 29 

  

Please find attached the suggested agenda for the meeting including the following 

items:  
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(1) Welcome of participants 

 

 

(2) Microsoft privacy policy 

During 2013/14 the TS reviewed the Microsoft Services Agreement and related 

documents under the leadership of the Luxembourgish (CNPD) and French (CNIL) 

DPAs. Following this review Microsoft have made some further changes to the MSA 

and privacy policy and released Windows 10, a new version no their Windows 

operating system. The plenary provided a mandate for a coordination of discussions 

between DPAs order to propose a way forward. UK, IE, NL, IT, DE, HU, ES and FR 

have joined a coordinating group.  

 

A letter on the issue was adopted at the 103rd plenary and sent out by the Chair.  

 

The TS shall discuss the combined list of issues and continued activity.  

 

(3) Standardization 

At the recent subgroup meetings, NL updated the group on the “Do Not Track” 

standard, consisting of two documents, the “Tracking Preference Expression (DNT)” 

(Draft TPE Specification) and the “Tracking Compliance and Scope” (Draft 

Compliance Specification).  

 

WP29 responded in June 2014 to a call for comments from the W3C on the Draft 

TPE Specification to see if there are problems in the Draft TPE Specification missed 

by the W3C working group. WP29 responded in 2015 to a call for comments from 

the W3C on the Draft Compliance Specification.  

 

FR will update the group on the recent developments in ISO 

 

NL will update the group on the recent developments regarding DNT 

 

(4) GDPR Work Items 

Following adoption of the WP29 action plan 2016 for the implementation of the 

GPDR and the WP29 work programme 2016-2018 at the 104th plenary it is 

necessary to plan new work items. These are as follows:  

 DPIA and risky processing - Following the establishment of the DPIA as a 

tool for compliance and its prominence in the GDPR, it has been assigned as a 

priority subject in the WP29 GDPR action plan. It is therefore appropriate to 

consider starting work on this item. FR and UK will update on this item. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/documentation/opinion-recommendation/files/2016/wp236_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/documentation/opinion-recommendation/files/2016/wp235_en.pdf
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 Certification schemes - The GDPR foresees data protection certification 

mechanisms for controllers and processors in order to demonstrate their 

compliance. This topic is highlighted as a priority subject in the WP29 GDPR 

action plan. It is therefore appropriate to consider starting work on this item. 

UK will update on this timetable of this item.  

 

(6) Review of the ePrivacy Directive  

Following a discussion at the previous technology subgroup meeting ES and GR 

DPAs agreed to further investigate the topic in order to assess the privacy and data 

protection risks and inform the group about the current state of play and 

recommend a suitable way to proceed.  

 

A mandate was given to the Technology subgroup during the 103rd plenary 

meeting to draft an opinion on employee monitoring. 

 

NRAs will join the discussion in the morning of the second day of the TS meeting.  

 

The TS shall discuss the topic and the most recent draft of the opinion text 

circulated to the TS mailing list.  

  

(7) Wi-Fi location tracking 

Following a discussion at a previous technology subgroup meeting the NL, NO and 

FR DPAs agreed to further investigate the topic in order to assess the privacy and 

data protection risks and inform the group about the current state of play and 

recommend at suitable way to proceed.  

 

A mandate was given to the Technology subgroup during the 103rd plenary 

meeting to analyse the data protection issues relating to Wi-Fi location tracking 

with the possible help of the BTLE subgroup.  

 

The TS shall discuss the topic and the most recent draft of the opinion text 

and the technology briefing paper circulated to the TS mailing list.  

 

(8) Data portability 

Following a discussion at the previous technology subgroup meeting FR, IT and ES  

DPAs agreed to further investigate the topic in order to inform the group about the 

current state of play and recommend at suitable way to proceed.  

 

A mandate was given to the Technology subgroup during the 103rd plenary 

meeting to draft an opinion on Data portability. 
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The TS shall discuss the topic and the most recent draft of the opinion text 

circulated to the TS mailing list.  

 

(9) Topics presented by the European Commission 

 

COM (DG MOVE, DG JUST and DG CNECT) will update the group on the 

recent developments relevant for the TS.  

 

(10) Google privacy policy 

The Google task force was installed in February 2013. Members are the DPAs from 

France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom. Belgium 

joined the Task Force in February 2015. After several meetings of the task force 

and the adoption list of measures, that Google should comply with, each member of 

the task force follows the procedures laid down in its national law. The group also 

analysed Google’s letter of 2 December 2014. 

 

At recent subgroup meetings, task force members updated the group on their 

national procedures.  

 

The plenary agreed that information exchange is crucial and that Google should aim 

at a joint European solution.  The FR DPA should organise a meeting of the 

taskforce for the end of January to consolidate national positions and assess 

Google’s measures against those requested by WP29. 

 

FR will present a draft letter to be sent to Google and other DPAs to 
present a detailed update of their national procedure on the Google case.  

 

(11) Facebook terms of service 

In an email to their users, Facebook informed about an upcoming change of their 

Terms and Conditions. The changes took effect on 30 January 2015 (postponed 

from 1 January).  

 

The plenary decided that a contact group on the Facebook Terms of Services will be 

created. The group will be composed of all concerned DPAs, including NL, BE, IE, 

DE, IT. 

 

At the 103rd plenary it was agreed that the Technology subgroup should discuss 

the issue of DATR-cookies used by Facebook for non-users (the topic of the recent 

Belgian court decision). It was agreed amongst the Commissioners to have a 

discussion, present a first draft response to the next plenary of early February, 

have a more in depth discussion in the next TS and present a final proposal to the 

March/April plenary. The form of the result has not been decided yet. 
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The issue was further discussed at the previous TS meeting. At the 104th plenary it 

was agreed that individual interested member states would meet with Facebook to 

address the issues raised rather than at plenary of within a TS meeting.  

 

NL and other involved members will update the TS.  

 

(12) Other topics TS members wish to share 

 

Individual member states shall bring matters of interest to the attention of 

the TS. 

 

 

Electronically signed on 24/04/2017 19:06 (UTC+02) in accordance with article 4.2 (Validity of electronic documents) of Commission Decision 2004/563


