
 

 
Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. +32 22991111 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL MIGRATION and HOME AFFAIRS 
 
 
The Director-General 
 

Brussels,  

 

By registered letter with acknowledgment of 

receipt 

Adrián BLANCO 
Via de las dos castillas 33 

28224 POZUELO DE ALARCÓN (MADRID) 
Spain 

 

Advance copy by email ask+request-4180-

a73a2fc5@asktheeu.org 

 

Subject: Your application for access to documents – Ref GestDem 2017/2272 

Dear Sir, 

We refer to your e-mail of 11 April 2017 in which you made a request for access to 

documents registered under the above mentioned reference number. 

In your request you asked for the documents used to produce the report: Operational 

implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement published at https://ec.europa.eu/home-

affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/press-

material/docs/state_of_play_-_eu-turkey_en.pdf and in particular the documents used to 

create the tables 'Resettlement of Syrian refugees from Turkey after 4 April 2016' and 

'Number of people returned from Greece to Turkey under the EU-Turkey Statement'. 

This reply relates to the part of your request concerning the documents used to create the 

table 'Resettlement of Syrian refugees from Turkey after 4 April 2016' which features in 

the above-mentioned report.  

The information included in this table, which is updated regularly, is based on daily 

reports on resettlement-related developments under the EU-Turkey Statement of 18 

March 2016, compiled and circulated internally by the EU Delegation in Ankara. 

The most recent update of the table 'Resettlement of Syrian refugees from Turkey after 4 

April 2016' at the time of drafting this reply took place on 12 May 2017. We therefore 

identified as relevant to your request the daily report on resettlement circulated by email 

by the EU Delegation in Ankara on 11 May 2017
1
, which was used to produce this table.  

Having examined the document requested under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 

1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, we have come to the conclusion that it 

may be partially disclosed.  
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We enclose two documents. An email (cover letter) circulated by the EU Delegation in 

Ankara on 11 May 2017 and a copy of the daily report on resettlement (table) attached to 

this email, ref. Ares(2017)2482669. The information contained in this daily report was 

used to produce the updated table 'Resettlement of Syrian refugees from Turkey after 4 

April 2016' published in the report: Operational implementation of the EU-Turkey 

Statement at https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-

do/policies/european-agenda-migration/press-material/docs/state_of_play_-_eu-

turkey_en.pdf of 12 May 2017. 

Please note that the table published in the above report might be further updated by the time 

you receive this reply. 

The daily report on resettlement attached to the email received from the EU Delegation in 

Ankara (table) contains data regarding resettlement from Turkey as of 11 May 2017. Apart 

from the total number of Syrians resettled under this mechanism per Member States – the 

information which appears in the first two columns of the table is the subject of your request 

– we are also disclosing information on the number of people approved and waiting for 

resettlement and further envisaged resettlements in May, which appear in third and fourth 

column of the table. Even though the information in the third and fourth column of the table 

is not directly linked to your request, we believe it complements the information provided. 

Please note that these daily reports are preliminary drafts compiled and circulated internally 

by the EU Delegation in Ankara, pending verification and confirmation by the Member 

States, and do not reflect the position of the Commission.  

The redacted parts of the email sent by the EU Delegation in Ankara contain personal 

data of the sender and the recipients. 

Pursuant to Article 4(1) (b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, access to a document has to 

be refused if its disclosure would undermine the protection of privacy and the integrity of 

the individual, in particular in accordance with Community legislation regarding the 

protection of personal data. The applicable legislation in this field is Regulation (EC) No 

45/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the 

protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community 

institutions and bodies and on the free movement of such data. 

When access is requested to documents containing personal data, Regulation (EC) No 

45/2001 becomes fully applicable.  

According to Article 8(b) of this Regulation, personal data shall only be transferred to 

recipients if they establish the necessity of having the data transferred to them and if there is 

no reason to assume that the legitimate rights of the persons concerned might be prejudiced. 

We consider that, with the information available, the necessity of disclosing the 

aforementioned personal data to you has not been established and/or that it cannot be 

assumed that such disclosure would not prejudice the legitimate rights of the persons 

concerned. Therefore, we are disclosing the documents requested expunged from this 

personal data. 

In case you would disagree with the assessment that the expunged data are personal data 

which can only be disclosed if such disclosure is legitimate under the rules of personal data 

protection, you are entitled, in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, to 

make a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 
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The redacted parts of the document attached to the email received from the EU 

Delegation in Ankara (Table) contain various pieces of information on the day-to-day 

implementation of the resettlement part of the EU-Turkey Statement of 18 March 2016 as 

well as projections based on informal indications by the Member States. These parts of the 

document are not relevant to the request submitted and were redacted as being out-of scope 

of your request.  

We would like to bring your attention to the fact that the Commission provides general 

information regarding this matter in its regular reports on relocation and resettlement as well 

as its reports on the progress made in the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement 

available at https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-

migration/proposal-implementation-package_en. 

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a 

confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 

of this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address: 

European Commission 

Secretary-General 

Transparency unit SG-B-4 

BERL 5/282 

B-1049 Bruxelles 

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Matthias RUETE 

[e-Signed by Delegation by  

Simon MORDUE] 

 

Annex:  

– 11.05.2017 - EU Resettlement Team Daily Report - ref. Ares(2017)2482669. 

– table: Key data regarding resettlements from Turkey - ref. Ares(2017)2482669. 
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