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Introduction 

A total of 1495 candidates from 12 European Schools and one accredited school (Scuola per l’Europa 
di Parma) were entered for the 53d session of the European Baccalaureate. Prof. Norbert Pachler 
(U.K.) was appointed as Chairman of the Examining Board. 

European Baccalaureate 2012 – participants 
Number of candidates taking the Baccalaureate 1489 
Passed  1450 
Failed  39 
Pass rate  97,4 % 
Fail rate  2,6 % 

 

The averages achieved at the European Baccalaureate 2012 are shown in the table below: 

European Baccalaureate 2012 – average rates  
Overall average for the Final Mark  77,2 % 
Overall average for the Preliminary Mark  78,3 % 
Overall average for written examinations  74,3 % 
Overall average for oral examinations  79,8 % 

 

In order to meet students’ choices of examinations for the Baccalaureate 2012, 124 experts set 145 
main examination papers and 133 reserve papers, and produced 157 translations. Each examination 
paper was accompanied by model answers, assessment criteria, and a marking scheme and scale. That 
made up a total of 450 « Copies ready to press » that were delivered by the secondary inspectors.   

The present report will provide  a general overview of the results of the European Baccalaureate 2012. 
The complete records can be found in the annexes. 

 

1. Organisation 

1.1. Quality control  

The examinations were organised in 13 schools. Quality control of the 2012 European Baccalaureate 
was ensured through the presence of 27 Vice-Chairmen who observed the organisation of the written 
and oral examinations, for a maximum of four days per examinations centre. 
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1.2. Inspectors responsible for the various subjects  

 
SUBJECT  LANGUAGE INSPECTEUR RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUBJECT 

ART  Mrs K. NILSSON (SE) 
BIO  Mr M. RIES (LU) 

CHEMISTRY   Mr M. RIES (LU) 
ECO  Mrs Z.I.  SOFRONIEVA (BG) 

ANC GRK.  Mrs M. KALOGRIDOU (GR) 
GEO  Mrs U. SOOMLAIS (ES) 

HISTORY  Mrs H. COELHO (PT) 
LI BG Mrs Z. I. SOFRONIEVA (BG) 

CS Mrs D. MUSILOVA (CZ) 
DA Mr L. DAMKJAER (DK) 
DE Mr W. SEXAUER (DE) & Mrs K. M. ECKERSTORFER (AT) 
EL Mrs M. KALOGRIDOU (GR) 
EN Mrs S. WAREING (UK) 
ES Mr J. REDOMERO (ES) 
ET Mrs U. SOOMLAIS (ES) 
FI Mrs T. HUISMAN (FI) 
FR Mr D. WILLÉ (FR) 
HU Mrs Z. NYÍRÖ (HU) 
IT Mr F. RICCIARDELLI (IT) 
LT Mrs V. VALIUŠKEVIČIENÉ (LT) 
LV Mr N. VENŽEGA (LV) 
MT Mr J. PRECA (MT) 
NL Mrs I. WIJGH (NL) 
PL Mr K. LESZCZYŃSKI (PL) 
PT Mrs H. COELHO (PT) 
RO Mrs L. PREOTEASA (RO) 
SK Mrs J. HANDZELOVÁ (SK) 
SL Mrs M. POZNANOVIČ-JEZERSEK (SI) 
SV Mrs K. NILSSON (SE) 

LII, LIII, LIV DE Mrs K. M. ECKERSTORFER (AT) & Mr W. SEXAUER (DE) 
EL  Mrs M. KALOGRIDOU (GR) 
EN Mrs S. WAREING (UK) & Mrs J. SUTTON (IE) 
ES Mr J. REDOMERO (ES) 
FR Mr D. WILLÉ (FR) 
GA Mrs J. SUTTON (IE) 
IT Mr F. RICCIARDELLI (IT) 

MT Mr J. PRECA (MT) 
NL Mrs I. WIJGH (NL) 
PT Mrs H. COELHO (PT) 
SV Mrs K. NILSSON (SE) 

LATIN  Mr D. WILLÉ (FR) & Mr W. SEXAUER (DE) 
MATHS  Mr P. BRZAKALA (BE) 
MUSIC  Mrs I. WIJGH (NL) 
PHILO  Mr F. RICCIARDELLI (IT) 

PHYSICS  Mr P. BRZAKALA (BE) 
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1.3. Structure of the examinations 

Each candidate registered for five written tests and four oral tests. The examinations for 2012 were 
structured as follows: 

 

5 written 
examinations 

LI – basic or advanced course  
LII – basic or advanced course  
Mathematics–3 periods or 5 periods course  
Two 4 period options  

4 oral 
examinations 

LI – basic or advanced course  
LII – basic or advanced course  
2 subjects chosen by the student  among the 2-period compulsory subjects 
and the 4-period options or  

Advanced Mathematics (compulsory for students who took this course). 

 

1.4. Organisation of additional written papers  

Article 13 of the Arrangements for Implementing the regulations for the European Baccalaureate 
stipulates that, in particular cases, last year students at the European Schools may enroll for a 
supplementary examination of the Baccalaureate for an optional subject, whether they took the class 
concerning the subject in question at the school or not. 

Admittance to this additional Baccalaureate examination may be authorised only if documentation is 
provided to show that an examination in this subject is part of the conditions for admission to the 
higher education course on which the student wishes to embark. 

In 2011, 21 student s registered for an additional written paper. The majority of these examinations 
were scientific in nature. 
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1.5. Number of candidates entered for the 2011 Baccalaureate session 

The number of candidates who took the 2011 Baccalaureate examination, by school and by language 
section, is shown in the following table: 
 

Language 
section  

AL BE Br I Br II Br III CU FR KA LU MO MU PA VA Total

DA     4           15         19 

DE 12   19 27 25 18 22 30 29 5 50   8 245 

EL         30       13         43 

EN 22 14 36 45 46 33 21 34 57 22 24 6 20 380 

ES 21   14   39       19         93 

FI       26         6         32 

FR 11 4 58 50 61 15 11 13 61 12 6 1 21 324 

HU     8                     8 

IT     23 23     9   16   15 15 27 128 

NL   23   19 29       20 22 10   9 132 

PL     6                     6 

PT       32         17         49 

SV       14         16         30 

Total 66 41 168 236 230 66 63 77 269 61 105 22 85 1489 

 

 BG - Bulgarian ES - Spanish IT - Italian PT - Portuguese   
 CS - Czech ET - Estonian LT - Lithuanian RO - Romanian   
 DA - Danish FI - Finnish LV - Latvian SK - Slovak   
 DE - German FR - French MT - Maltese SL - Slovene   
 EL - Greek GA – Irish NL - Dutch SV - Swedish   
 EN - English HU - Hungarian PL - Polish    

 

1.6. Candidates with special needs 

Pursuant to Article 1, paragraph 1.3.2. of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the 
European Baccalaureate, candidates with special educational needs may submit a request via the 
Director of the school.  

Schools, acting as examination centres, 
made appropriate arrangements,   
consisting mainly of granting extra 
examination time to 41 students with 
special needs. 

The number of such requests over the 
past five years appears in the table on 
the right. 
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The special arrangements granted are generally the following: 10 minutes’ extra time per examination 
hour, 10 minutes’ extra time for preparation of the oral examinations, use of a computer without a 
spellchecker, presence of a reader and presence of a scribe.  

Out of the 41 students who were granted special arrangements, two were not awarded the 
Baccalaureate (fail rate 4,9%).  

. 

1.7. Administrative and contentious appeals 

In accordance with Article 12 of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the 
European Baccalaureate, an administrative appeal may be lodged with the Chairman of the 
Baccalaureate Examining Board. 

The appeal may only concern a procedural 
irregularity. 

Under Article 12.2 of the same Arrangements 
for the Regulation  “There is a procedural 
irregularity when the provisions taken by the 
BoG and the BoI as to the EB are not 
observed’. In the absence of irregularity, the 
administrative appeals shall be rejected. 

 

The table on the left shows the number of 
appeals lodged over the past five years. 

 

 

 Administrative appeals 

Of the 1489 candidates who took part in the examination session 2012, 36 lodged an administrative 
appeal (by themselves or by a legal representative) against the results of the EB. A collective appeal, 
signed by the students or their parents had been added .  

Among the students involved, only 3 had not passed the Bac. The large majority of the appeals was 
therefore only directed at an (upward) revision of the mark achieved for one subject (in 31 cases in 
Chemistry), and so the improvement of the final results of the Bac. That request was meant to obtain 
the minimally required level by certain Universities for enrolment by holders of the EB  in the faculty 
of their choices. 
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Of the 36 appeals lodged in 2012, none was based on procedural irregularity and so all of them have 
been rejected by the Chairman of the Bac  

 

 Contentious appeals  

Explicit or implicit administrative decisions taken on the appeals referred to in Article 12 may be the 
subject of a contentious appeal by a student ‘s legal representatives, or by the student  himself or 
herself, directly concerned by the disputed decision, before the Complaints Board. 

Of the students who had lodged an appeal against the mark obtained at thewritten examination in 
Chemistry, 6 lodged a contentious appeal before the Complaints Board after their administrative 
appeal having been rejected. 

 

2. Analysis of the 2012 Baccalaureate results  

2.1. Participation in the examinations by school and by language section  

Of the 1495 students that entered the Baccalaureate at the start of the 2011-2012 school year, 1489 
actually took the examinations, six students having given up their studies in mid-year.  

Fifteen candidates were partially absent for illness during the written and/or oral examinations in June 
and had to take substitute examinations in June 2012. 

Two candidates absent even during the substitute examinations were offered to take part in an 
extraordinary session in September 2012. 

The largest number of candidates at the Baccalaureate came from the ES Luxembourg I (269). 

                                                                                                                                                              

Number of candidates by school 
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The largest group was made up of candidates from the English language section, with 380 students, 
followed by candidates from the French section (324) and the German section (245). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of candidates by language section  

Number of candidates by examination (written and oral) 
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2.2. Pass rate  

A comparaison over five years of pass rates shows that the situation is relatively stable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
AL 100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 % 97,0 % 
BE 95,6 % 97,9 % 97,9 % 89,4 % 92,7 % 
Br I 96,8 % 97,1 % 99,0 % 99,1 % 98,8 % 
Br II 98,6 % 97,8 % 99,6 % 98,1 % 94,9 % 
Br III 95,2 % 95,9 % 99,5 % 96,9 % 97,8 % 

CU 100,0 % 100,0 % 98, 3% 96,3 % 100,0 
% 

FR 100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 
% 

KA 96,1 % 100,0 % 95,9 % 97,5 % 97,4 % 
LU 96,6 % 98,2 % 97,3 % 99,2 % 97,8 % 
MO 100,0 % 96,6 % 100,0 % 95,4 % 95,1 % 
MU 98,9 % 99,1 % 96,7 % 100,0 % 98,1 % 
PA  100,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 % 90,9 % 
VA 100,0 % 98,9 % 99,0 % 100,0 % 100,0 

% 
TOTAL 97,5 % 98,1 % 98,5 % 98,2 % 97,4 % 

Pass rate 2008‐2012 
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 The follwowing table shows the pass rate in the different language sections. This year, the pass rates 
by language section ranged between 89,8 % and 100 %. 

Pass rate by section, BAC 2012 
  Candidates Passed Pass rate  

DA 19 19 100,0 %
DE 245 240 98,0 %
EL 43 43 100,0 %
EN  380 375 98,7 %
ES 93 90 96,8 %
FI 32 32 100,0 %
FR 324 310 95,7 %
HU 8 8 100,0 %
IT 128 125 97,7 %
NL 132 128 97,0 %
PL 6 6 100,0 %
PT 49 44 89,8 %
SV 30 30 100,0 %

Total 1489 1450 97,4 %

The following table shows the pass rate in different schools.  

Pass rate by school, BAC 2012 
  Candidates Passed Pass rate  
AL 66 64 97,0 %
BE 41 38 92,7 %
Br I 168 166 98,8 %
Br II 236 224 94,9 %
Br III 230 225 97,8 %
CU 66 66 100,0 %
FR 63 63 100,0 %
KA 77 75 97,4 %
LU 269 263 97,8 %
MO 61 58 95,1 %
MU 105 103 98,1 %
PA 22 20 90,9 %
VA 85 85 100,0 %

Total 1489 1450 97,4 %
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2.3. Final averages  

For all the candidates enrolled in the 2012 session of the Baccalaureate, the average final marks 
amounted to 77,2. A comparison of the final marks shows a slight rise throughout the past five years  

  

The average final marks ranged between 73,7 and 81,5 according to the schools.  

 

2011/2012 AL BE Br I Br II Br III CU FR KA LU MO MU PA VA Total 

Number of 
candidates 

66 41 168 236 230 66 63 77 269 61 105 22 85 1489 

Average final marks by school 

Overal average of past five years  

   Moy. globale 
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The average final mark ranged between 67,6 and 82,3 according to the language section, even if at 
certain sections the number of candidates could make the average little significant. 

 

 

 

 

2011/2012 DA DE EL EN ES FI FR HU IT NL PL PT SV Total 

Number of 
candidates 

19 245 43 380 93 32 324 8 128 132 6 49 30 1489 

Average final marks by language section  
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The following table shows the distribution of the final mark in the different European Schools, by slices 
of 10 % : 

 
 AL BE Br I Br II Br III CU FR KA LU MO MU PA VA Total 

0-60 2 3 2 12 5   2 6 3 2 2  39 

60-70 10 13 30 50 48 7 8 13 67 18 22 3 19 308 

70-80 28 14 64 80 91 17 16 23 100 22 33 8 33 529 

80-90 19 9 61 77 72 36 32 34 74 16 37 9 26 502 

90-100 7 2 11 17 14 6 7 5 22 2 11 0 7 111 
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As usual we witness here a significant difference between the two genders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a comparison of the difference between the two genders throughout the latest 5 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Average final mark by gender 2008‐2012 

Average final mark by gender  
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2.4. The preliminary and final marks  

 

The graph below shows differences between the final mark and the preliminary mark for all students 
who passed the Baccalaureate. A negative difference means that the preliminary mark is higher than 
the final mark, and vice-versa. 

 

Differences between final and preliminary marks– Bac 2012 
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2.5. Breakdown of final results throughout past five years  

The overview of the results of the past 5 years shows a progressive trend, even though moderate, for 
the improvement of the overall results. 
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2.6. Most popular examination choices at written and oral examinations  

The five most chosen options for the written examinations this year were: Language III (English LIII 
being the most popular choice, followed by the option Spanish and next the option French), Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, and History. 

 

Options of written 
examinations 

Number of 
candidates 
BAC 2011 

Percentage 
of candidates 

BAC 2011 

Number of candidates 
BAC 2012 

Percentage of 
candidates 
BAC 2012 

LIII 544 37 % 494 33 % 

PHYSICS  379 26 % 400 27 % 

CHEMISTRY  356 24 % 372 25 % 

BIOLOGY 327 22 % 360  24 % 

HISTORY 289 20 % 296 20 % 

 

The five most widely chosen options for the oral examinations were : History 2 p., Geography 2 p., 
Philosophy 2 p., Biology 2 p. and Language  III. 

 

Options of oral 
examinations 

Number of 
candidates 
BAC 2011 

Percentage of 
candidates 
BAC 2011 

Number of 
candidates BAC 

2012 

Percentage of 
candidates 
BAC 2012 

HISTIRY 2 P.  717 48 % 770 52 % 

GEOGRAPHIE 2 P.  734 50 % 662 44 % 

PHILOSOPHIE 2 P.  550 36 % 531 36 % 

BIOLOGIE 2 P. 267 18 % 254 17 % 

LIII 142 10 % 165 11 % 

 

2.7. Students Without A Language Section (SWALS) 

This year, 136 « students without a language section» were entered for the Baccalaureate session. 

The average final mark achieved by SWALS student s this year amounted to 78,6. Two of these 
candidates failed (i.e. a fail rate of 1,4 %). 
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2.8. Analysis of the results in different subjects  

In the European Schooling system, some subjects such as Geography, History and Economics are 
taught in a second language. It seems to us there are no important systematic differences between the 
results of the subjects taught in the second languages. 

 DE EN FR SWALS All 

GE2 7,1 7,6 7,5 7,5 7,5 

GE4 7,2 6,9 7,1 6,6 7,0 

HI2 7,8 7,8 7,7 8,0 7,8 

HI4 7,3 7,7 7,5 7,5 7,6 

ECO 6,4 7,2 6,8 6,8 7,1 

Number of students without language section 
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The average final mark for Language II was 8,1. By virtue oft he relevant regulations, students may 
change Language II in the 6th year. In this way, this year students could choose Spanish, Dutch or 
Irish as their Language II. It is a fact that their results are substantially above the overall average, even 
if the number of pupils is probably too limited to jump to conclusions that are statistically sound. 

  

 

 DE EN ES FR GA NL 

Number of pupils 204 870 13 397 1 5 

 

Final Mark by LII 
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Language III remains one of the most catered for examinations, as well in written as in oral form. 
This result shows the importance of languages learning in such a complex system as the European 
Schools and justifies the support and the application of these values. 

 

 DE EN ES FR GA IT NL 

Number of pupils 63 278 129 192 1 46 48 

Final mark by LIII 
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The evolution of the average final mark for the science classes as set out in the graph shows 
substantial stability as to the results in these subjects.  
 

 
 
 

 The examination of the Baccalaureate in Education in arts  
 
In keeping with the provisions set out in the new program, that  took effect in September 2012 in the 
6th year, for the first time this year the examination of Education in arts has followed a new 
organisation. 

The examination consisted of two parts: one preparatory and one final examination. 

This task clearly made reference to the theme chosen for this school year and could consist of a given 
text (fiction or non-fiction) and/or visual images and/or objects to be used as starting point for the 
candidate’s personal and creative work of art. 
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The candidate has at his/her disposal a monitored preporatory period of a week (four normal classses) 
before the final date of the examination. 

The candidate was given the theme during the first of these four normal periods. The preparatory time 
at the school was supervised by the teacher of Education in Arts. All the sheets of paper used had 
previously got the official stamp of the school and were preserved in the class-room of Education in 
Arts.  

During that preparatory period, the candidate could develop his or her ideas in response to the theme 
of the examination. The candidate could do additional research in his spare time, e.g. look for 
drawings, photographs, visit libraries, musea, surf on the Internet, but the results of this research 
could not be brought into the classroom. 

During these four periods of normal classes, the student had to present a selection of studies resulting 
from research he had done. There could be visual references, sketches or other medias that he had 
used. 

The final examination consisted of a period of five hours (300 minutes) during which the student 
started and ended a final work of art either in 2D, or in 3D, or multimedia. The final work was 
performed at the day of the examination. Every sheet of paper or any other material that was used at 
the examination was provided the same day. 

The student could have access to his preparatory work during the final examination, and this research 
work was handed in at the end of the examination with the completed work of art and the written 
comment. 

The schools had received the instructions pertaining to the proceding of the new practical examination 
in Education of arts in due course. 

215 candidates from 13 different schools took a practical examination in Education in arts.  

No problem was observed in the implementation of the new provisions, even though certain schools 
reported that, for the sake of simplification, the new procedure could be slightly modified. 

 
 The examination of the Baccalaureate in Mathematics  

 
A new teaching method of Mathematics was introduced as from the 2011-2012 school year, running 
on new programmes. 
A certain number of other significant modifications coincided with the utilisation of new programmes 
: 
1) for the first time, pupils used a technological tool 
2) for the very first time, the examination was split up into two parts: one with the use of the 

technological tool and the other without  
3) for the very first time, the subject did not offer a optional question: pupils had to answer all 

questions 
The assessment of the written examinations, performed with full respect of the Arrangements for 
implementing the Regulations of the European Baccalaureate, revealed a general fall in marks 
obtained in Mathematics in comparison with the average results obtained in this subject during the 
previous five school years.    
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 Averages  

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Maths 3 6,85 6,84 6,75 6,97 6,96 

Maths 5 7,35 7,21 7,38 7,45 7,34 

 
Many parents and students admitted to extremely great difficultés during the assessment 
examinations.  
This matter had been debated at the meeting of the BoI in June 2012, where Mr Kivinen, Secretary-
General, Professor Pachler, Chairman of the Examining Board of the 2012 European Baccalaureate, 
and Mrs Wareing, Chairwoman of the BoI, were given a mandate to supervise closely the correction 
of the written examinations in Mathematics 3 and 5 periods and to take appropriate measures to 
guaranty to each candidate without exception, an equitable mark for his or her examination in 
Mathematics. 
In this context, Professor Norbert Pachler, Chairman of th Examining Board of the European 
Baccalaureate 2012, entrusted Dr Cathy Smith of the Institute of Education at London University the 
mission to bring an advise on the reliability of the written examinations developed according to the 
new teaching method in Mathematics.   
According to the report produced by Dr Smith on 29 June 2012, and although the written 
examinations were adapted to their target and are in line with the new programmes in Mathematics, 
there was a significant difference between the number of subjects to be tackled this year and previous 
years. As the quantitative analysis had shown an overall decrease of performances, it is 
recommendable that the results are standardised by systematic application of weighting as to the 
marks obtained, in order to allow for the recent nature of the modification of the teaching method 
used in this discipline.   
On the basis of the powers given to the Chairman of the Examining Board to monitor the quality 
control of the organisation of the Baccalaureate and to express their views on contentious matters (as 
referred to in Article 5.1 of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations of the  European 
Baccalaureate), it has therefore been decided that all marks obtained for the course of Mathematics 3 
periods were to be raised by 1,3 points and that all marks obtained for the course of Mathematics 5 
periods were to be raised by 1,4 points (it being understood that if the final mark obtained were over 
10, it would be rounded off to this mark). 
So the results that were imparted according to Article 7 of the Arrangements for implementing the 
Regulations of the European Baccalaureate contained the marks of Mathematics as obtained after 
application of the rise mentioned in the previous paragraph.  
Among other things it was decided to entitle any candidates who made the request to take the reserve 
examination in Maths in September. 
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3. Costs 

3.1 Overall costs  

The total cost of the 2012 session of the European Baccalaureate amounts to 903 080,47 €, which represents an 
average cost of 606,50 € per candidate (reminder: 1 489 candidates were entered at the 2012 session of the 
Baccalaureate).  

 

The graph below shows the total cost of each session of the Baccalaureate between 2007 and 2012. 
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 The table below breaks down the comparison of overall costs of the organisation of the sessions 
2007 to 2012 of the European Baccalaureate 
 
 

Cost break-down  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Reproduction of themes  3 946,64 €  10 008,66 € 4 590,60 € 3 834,89 € 3 882,34 €  2 585,52 € 

Translation of themes  23 000,00 €  40 000,00 € 32 000,00 € 34 000,00 € 29 069,50 €  41 203,53 € 

Themet development  220 000,00 €  208 445,53 € 197 043,50 € 180 249,78 € 185 555,21 €  233 521,62 € 
Development of reserve 
themes in Mathematics of 
September 2012 

- - - - - 4 541,77 €

Presentation of themes to 
Chair  -   €  -   € 13 264,90 € -   € -   €  -   € 

Chaimanship (and cost of 
its escort)  12 087,20 €  16 874,36 € 17 530,19 € 10 225,62 € 7 108,67 €  13 486,52 € 

Presence of deputy chairs 
at the schools during 
written examinations 

50 000,00 €  32 148,66 € 29 697,45 € 9 436,70 € 9 011,01 €  9 328,37 € 

External correctors  230 000,00 €  205 946,04 € 214 835,59 € 228 672,76 € 229 349,59 €  230 075,45 € 

Presence of deputy chairs 
at Brussels I during 
corrections 

18 000,00 €  26 521,51 € 22 876,18 € 29 367,05 € 23 673,48 €  23 949,70 € 

Distance correction  -   €  -   € 12 367,98 € 8 348,52 € 1 189,92 €  4 105,23 € 

External oral Examiners  250 000,00 €  291 618,13 € 289 613,98 € 346 213,93 € 302 548,85 €  304 803,32 € 

Presence of deputy chairs 
at the schools during oral 
examinations 

32 000,00 €  51 237,52 € 45 909,51 € 24 333,77 € 23 760,40 €  28 263,83 € 

Transport of subjects  3 500,00 €  7 848,81 € 9 731,27 € 8 865,50 € 8 032,67 €  7 215,61 € 
Temporary accountant for 
the correction period at 
Brussels I 

600,00 €  825,00 € -   € -   € -   €  -   € 

Costs to be rebilled to the 
school of Type II « Scuola 
per l'Europa » at Parma  

-   €  -   € 14 493,01 € 7 894,36 € 11 967,94 €  13.255,88 €

Total 843 133,84 €  891 474,22 € 874 968,14 € 875 654,16 € 811 213,70 €  903 080,47 € 

Number of candidates 
concerned 1359 1360 1491 1512 1476 1489 

Cost per candidate 620,41 € 655,50 € 586,83 € 579,14 € 549,60 € 606,50 € 

 
We inform readers that the following posts did not present exhaustive costs: costs of the deputy chair 
and cost of at-distance correction.  
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The obvious rise of overall costs of the 2012 Baccalaureate in comparison with previous years is to be 
explained mainly from the following factors:  

1. The relative cost of translations was higher than at previous sessions due to: split of the 
examination of Mathematics into two distinct parts (with or without calculator) and rise of the 
number of pages of the subjects Biology, Physics, Economics, Geography and History ; 

2. For the first time, meetings have been organised to analyse the proposals for questions put 
forward by the schools in view of oral examinations of the Baccalaureate. This new entreprise, 
an initiative by the Inspectors, is to be viewed as an effort to constantly improve the quality of 
the European Baccalaureate ;  

 

Subject  Cost  

BIOLOGY 1449,77 € 

CHEMISTRY  485,62 € 

DE LI 3347,29 € 

DE LII – LIV 2978,62 € 

GA LII – LIV 173,74 € 

HISTORY 1441,28 € 

MUSIC 436,82 € 

General total  10 313,14 € 

 

3. For the first time, the costs for the chairmanship include the costs related to transfer of the 
Chair of the Examining Board and his escort during the school year (visits to the European 
Schools), and no longer only during the period of the examinations of the Baccalaureate ; 

Breakdown of chairmanship costs  

Visits to schools during school year  2 247,69 € 

Cost for written examinations 341,64 € 

Cost for corrections of written examinations at Brussels I 1 355,09 € 

Cost during oral examinations 9 542,10 € 

Total 13 486,52 € 
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4. During the 2011-2012 school year, a new Mathematics program and a new technological tool 
were introduced, which resulted in a change in the themes of Mathematics of the European 
Baccalaureate. These adaptations of the new programme to the themes of Mathematics 
resulted in a doubled number of meetings for preselection, selection, monitoring, copies ready 
to press and reserve copies of the development of themes for Mathematics 3P and 5P ;  

5. The organisation of an additional reserve examination for the examination of Mathematics 3P 
and 5P caused additional costs as well through the organisation set up for the development of 
these themes and their translations ; 

2012 September session  
 

Breakdown of costs   

Translation of themes 3 042,15 € 

Development of themes 4 541,77 € 

Correction at a distance  1 189,92 € 

Total 8 773,84 € 

 

3.2. Costs related to themes’ development  

The total cost for the development of 278 exam themes required for this session of the Baccalaureate 
(145 main and 133 reserve themes) amounts to 238 063,39 €, an average examination costing 
856,34 €. 

In the grid below this cost is broken down by phase.  

The preselection phase of themes deals with meetings where the Inspector, accompanied by his group 
of experts,  analyses the proposals of themes sent by the schools and makes a first choice of potential 
questions to be included into the final themes (main theme and its reserve copy). For science themes, 
only the Inspector and a restricted core of experts (vehicular languages) take part in that meeting.  

The selection phase of themes is dealt with at meetings where the Inspector, accompanied by his 
complete team of experts, develops the final theme, departing from proposals chosen in the 
preselection phase.The Inspector produces at this stage the « copy ready to print » for literary 
themes, reserve themes, solutions, correction criteria and mark grids.  

As to science themes, the selection phase deals with the development of the final theme in any of the 
vehicular languages. This theme will then serve as base for being translated into the other languages 
required, for the current session. Solutions, criteria for correction and mark grids are also prepared. 
The reserve themes are dealt with at a separate meeting.  
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The monitoring phase of the themes is dealt with at meetings where the Inspector, accompanied by 
his complete team of experts, monitors the final theme in detail. The last modifications judged 
relevant are then added and the theme is considered to be final. Each expert adapts his or her language 
version to these modifications. 

The science themes, translated into various languages, require an additional phase called « Ready for 
printing ». That meeting is directed by the Inspector, assisted in his or her task by the limited core of 
initial experts. It concerns a final check up of all language versions of the theme which leads to the 
Inspector releasing the « copy ready for printing » for each version.  

Costs related to the phase of the orals refer to meetings organised by certains inspectors, with their 
team of experts, intended to analyse the proposals for questions brought in by the schools in view of 
the oral examinations of the Baccalaureate. This cost is recorded for the first time in the final costs of 
the Baccalaureate, since it is a new measure in the framework of the process of organisation and 
quality control of the Baccalaureate examinations. 
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Cost breakdown of theme development of the Baccalaureate 2012, by theme. 

Languages : 

Subject  Preselection Selection Total 
Number of 

examinations 
Cost per 

examination

BG LI 198,74 € 198,74 € 397,48 € 2 198,74 € 
CS LI 319,53 € 320,39 € 639,92 € 10 63,99 € 
DA LI 198,74 € 198,74 € 397,48 € 25 15,90 € 

DE LI, LIA 5 029,01 € 4 485,78 € 9 514,79 € 222 57,94 € 
DE LII LIIA, LIII, LIV 5 028,46 € 5 265,00 € 10 293,46 € 266 49,90 € 

EL LI 0,00 € 596,22 € 596,22 € 46 12,96 € 
EL LIA 0,00 € 571,22 € 571,22 € 8 71,40 € 

EN LI, LIA 1 944,48 € 937,59 € 2 882,07 € 285 10,11 € 
EN LII, LIIA, LIII, LIV 1 341,69 € 0,00 € 1 341,69 € 1070 1,25 € 
ES LI, LIA, LII, LIII, 

LIV 0,00 € 2 749,11 € 2 749,11 € 327 8,41 € 
ET LI 0,00 € 694,96 € 694,96 € 8 86,87 € 
FI LI 533,65 € 458,83 € 992,48 € 37 26,82 € 

FR LI, LIA, LII, LIIA, 
LIII, LIV 1 052,04 € 4 479,34 € 5 531,38 €

844 6,55 € 

GA LII, LIV 173,74 € 173,74 € 347,48 € 3 173,74 € 
HU LI 0,00 € 347,48 € 347,48 € 13 26,73 € 

IT LI, LIA 2 332,67 € 5 775,44 € 8 108,11 € 136 59,62 € 
IT LIII, LIV 1 354,63 € 2 994,86 € 4 176,25 € 68 61,42 € 

LT LI 397,48 € 198,74 € 596,22 € 6 99,37 € 
LV LI 25,00 € 1 092,44 € 1 117,44 € 7 159,63 € 

NL LI, LII 1 279,52 € 618,94 € 1 898,46 € 145 13,09 € 
NL LIII-LIV 1 408,97 € 577,71 € 1 986,68 € 50 39,73 € 

PL LI 373,27 € 746,55 € 1 119,82 € 12 93,32 € 
PT LI, LIA, LIV 0,00 € 1 389,92 € 1 389,92 € 58 23,96 € 

RO LI 0,00 € 173,74 € 173,74 € 4 43,44 € 
SK LI 173,74 € 173,74 € 347,48 € 5 69,50 € 
SL LI 180,94 € 361,88 € 542,82 € 7 77,55 € 

SV LI, LIV 173,74 € 331,02 € 504,76 € 38 13,28 € 
General cotal  23 520,04 € 35 912,12 € 59 258,92 € 3702 16,01 € 

Subjects taught in LII: 

Subject  Preselection Selection Total 
Number of 

examinations 
Cost per examination

ART 1 930,77 € 2 759,09 € 4 689,86 € 215 21,81 €

ECONOMICS 2 075,64 € 2 901,90 € 4 977,54 € 248 20,07 €

ANCIENT EL 0,00 € 546,22 € 546,22 € 3 182,07 €

GEOGRAPHY 3 843,83 € 4 194,77 € 8 038,60 € 142 56,61 €

HISTORY 3 795,27 € 2 788,91 € 8 025,46 € 296 27,11 €

MUSIC 3 849,36 € 3 598,09 € 7 884,27 € 20 394,21 €

Total 15 494,87 € 16 788,98 € 34 161,95 € 924 36,97 €
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Subjects taught in LI: 

Subjects Preselection Selection 
Ready for 
printing 

Monitoring Reserve Reserve 2 Total 
Number of 
examina-

tions 

Cost 
per 

examina
tion 

BIO 2 186,25 € 11 541,71 € 529,65 € 7 368,11 €     23 075,49 € 360 64,10 € 

CHEM 2 414,59 € 11 380,67 € 386,40 € 7 249,60 € 385,80 € 371,59 € 22 674,27 € 372 60,95 € 

MATHS 1 622,08 € 19 970,70 € 1 179,17 € 24 247,71 € 2 055,11 € 4 541,77 € 53 616,54 € 1490 35,98 € 

PHYS 1 114,12 € 9 303,18 € 1 085,23 € 6 931,95 € 1 011,06 €   19 445,54 € 400 48,61 € 

Total 7 337,04 € 52 196,26 € 3 180,45 € 45 797,37 € 3 451,97 € 4 913,36 € 118 811,84 € 2622 45,31 € 

 

3.3. Cost of meetings held for the analysis of proposals for questions for the oral examinations 
of the Baccalaureate 

 

Subjects Cost Number ofpupils Cost per student  

DE LI 3 347,29 € 222 15,08 € 

DE LII - LIV 2 978,62 € 224 13,30 € 

GA LII - LIV 173,74 € 2 86,87 € 
HISTOIRE 1 441,28 € 853 1,69 € 

MUSIQUE 436,82 € 3 145,61 € 

BIOLOGIE 1 449,77 € 330 4,39 € 

CHEM. 485,62 € 13 37,36 € 

General total  10 313,14 € 448 23,02 € 

 

3.4. Cost per written and oral examination  

 
At the 2012 session of the Baccalaureate, 13 422 examinations were entered into the ledger, broken 
down as follows:  
 
 7 466 written examinations were corrected by 180 external correctors, of whom 21 at a 

distance (where there were only 12 or less than 12 copies to be corrected) for a total of 182 
corrected copies at a distance (see table below). The total cost for correction of copies this 
year amounts to 234 180,68 €, i.e. an average cost of 31,37 € per copy. 
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Table of corrections at a distance 

Subject Number of copies corrected at a distance 

LI + LIA 50 

Philosophy 42 

Mathematics 27 

Biology 26 

Economics  10 

Chemistry 8 

Latin 8 

Physics 4 

Ancien Grk 3 

LIII 2 

Music 2 

TOTAL 182 
 
 164 external examinors handled 5 956 oral examinations in 140 subjects, for a total cost of 

304 803,32 €, i.e. an average of 51,18 € per oral examination. 

Average cost of the Baccalaureate examinations: 40.16 €. 
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Comparison of average cost of written examinations and oral examinations 

 

3. 5. Cost of the Baccalaureate for school of Type II « Scuola per l’Europa » in Parma 

In keeping with decisions by the BoG of April 2011 (cf. 2011-12-D-17-fr-1 « Rectification to 
decisions of the BoG meeting of 12-14 April 2011 – 2011-04-D-7-fr-3 ») , «as from the 2012 session 
of the Baccalaureate, accredited schools providing European education shall be billed only at the 
average cost of the organisation of the European Baccalaureate, by Ebac student, multiplied by the 
number of pupils enrolled at the examination session. »  

Fot this, the average cost per student amounts to 606,50 €. 22 students entered the Baccalaureate 2012 
in Parma. This school of type II will therefore be beiiled fora n amount of 13 343 €. 

 

For convenience’s sake, the overall results of the past ten European Baccalaureate sessions are shown 
in Annexes I and II. 
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 OPINION OF JOINT TEACHING COMMITTEE  

 

At its meeting at 11 and  12 October 2012, the Joint Teaching Committee examined in detail Parts 1 and  
2 of the Draft Report on the 2012 European Baccalaureate, as well as its Annexes I and II (document 
2012-09-D-20-1), welcomes its contents and it requests the Budgetary Committee to consider it. 

 

 

OPINION OF THE BUDGETARY COMMITTEE 

At its meeting of 6 and 7 November 2012, the Budgetary Committee took note of the Draft 
Report on the 2012 European Baccalaureate (document 2012-09-D-20-2). 

 


