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SUGGESTIONS 

Please find below suggestions to get a better balance on the thematic and geographical focus. 
Proposals concern several §.  

20. While maintaining the target where the need is greatest and can have most impact, especially in 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and in situations of fragility and conflict, tThe EU and its Member 
States will give prominence to drivers of sustainable development that cut across the SDGs and have a 
transformative potential, such as: youth; gender equality; mobility and migration; sustainable energy 
and climate change; investment and trade; good governance, democracy and rule of law; innovative 
engagement with more advanced developing countries; and mobilising and using domestic resources. 

This is exact language from §5 of the CC on the EU Common position for the second High Level Meeting 
of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) (Nairobi, 29 November - 1 
December 2016) 

… 

66Bis. Fragile and conflict-affected states require special attention and sustained international 
engagement in order to achieve sustainable development. State- and peacebuilding goals are 
essential for developing domestic capacity for economic, social and environmental concerns to be fully 
integrated with security and development concerns.  

This is the exact§ 12 of the May 2015 CC on  A New Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication and 
Sustainable Development after 2015. It could also be introduced in the first phrase of the §67 but we put 
it separately not to give the impression that we change agreed language. It could then read something 
like:  

67. In their development assistance, the EU and its Member States will pay particular attention to fragile 
and conflict-affected states in order to achieve sustainable development. State- and peacebuilding goals 
are essential for developing domestic capacity for economic, social and environmental concerns to be 
fully integrated with security and development concerns. By promoting and protecting human rights, 
democracy, the rule of law and good governance, they will proactively contribute to stability and security 
as well as resilience and will support the most vulnerable. … 

… 

91. While fully respecting individual Member State’s priorities, the development cooperation of the EU 
and its Member States will be targeted where the need is greatest and can have most impact, 
especially in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and in situations of fragility and conflict.”EU financial 
cooperation will be focused where it is most needed and where it can have most impact. In their 
development assistance, the EU and its Member States will pay particular attention to the poorest 
countries, including LDCs, countries in situations of fragility and conflict-affected countries. These 
countries, mostly in Africa, are home to a significant and increasing proportion of the world's poor and 
have the lowest potential to raise finance and the greatest shortfalls in means to achieve the SDGs. They 
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will continue to depend heavily on international public finance in future. The most concessional 
international public financial flows, notably grants, should be rebalanced towards those countries 
most in need, including those in situations of fragility. The EU and its Member States will pay attention 
to the specific challenges of countries that graduate from low income to middle income status. 

The first phrase is exact citation of §5 of the CC on the EU Common position for the second High Level 
Meeting of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) (Nairobi, 29 
November - 1 December 2016) as also used in our proposal on §20. In order not to cite 2 times same 
language, if a change is accepted in §20, we could limit adaptation to changing “pay particular attention 
to” by “target their support to”.  

The second amendment is literally taken from the December 2013 CC on Financing for Sustainable 
Development (Conclusions of the Council and of the representatives of the governments of the member 
states, meeting within the Council, on financing poverty eradication and sustainable development 
beyond 2015) in §3.e and has the advantage that it was accepted by and for the EU and the MS.  

We also propose to take out the last phrase and start the § on MICs with this phrase without changing it:  

92. The EU and its Member States will pay attention to the specific challenges of countries that 
graduate from low income to middle income status. The EU and its Member States will engage in 
development cooperation, policy dialogue and partnerships with Middle Income Countries (MICs) on 
sustainable development, poverty eradication and other shared interests. They will combine political, 
security, economic, scientific, technical, technological and adapted financial cooperation, as 
appropriate. Dialogues on public policy and reform will take into account the diversity of MICs and 
promote mutual interests and identify common priorities, partnerships and principles for cooperation. 
They will support the implementation of the SDGs, which provide a common and integrated framework 
for cooperation, also addressing global public goods and challenges.  

 

93. All developing countries Many MICS still have high numbers of people living in poverty within their 
borders and often have very high levels of inequality and social exclusion. A key focus in engaging with 
MICs these countries will be to ensure that no one is left behind by addressing social inclusion and 
poverty through equitable wealth creation and redistribution. The EU and its Member States will also 
address the need to accelerate and support the promotion of sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, the reduction of waste, responsible management of chemicals and resource efficiency. The EU 
and its Member States will work to share expertise, facilitate technology transfer and exchange of good 
practices, including through setting up business platforms for MSMEs, to encourage responsible 
investment and fiscal reform in favour of renewable energy, sustainable natural resource management 
and the promotion of human rights.  

We do not think that only MIC have these challenges and need this kind of support and would want to 
enlarge this to all development countries.  
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Since the language in §101 is already based upon agreed language and in line with our proposal to stick 
to agreed language, we would accept to maintain this. If needed however, stronger language on support 
to LDC’s and Africa can be discussed.  

 




