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4.

Minutes of the 2" Meeting of China-EU Agricultural Dialogue

on Agriculture and Rural Development

The 2™ Meeting of China-EU Agricultural Dialogue on Agriculture and Rural Development
was held from July 9" to July 10% in Beijing, China. Mr. @R Vicc Minister of the
Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) of the People’s Republic of China, and Mr. Aldo Longo,
Director of the DG AGRI, each heading a delegation (referred to as “both sides”) attended the
meeting (see annex for list of names of the delegation members).

Chinese Agriculture Vice Minister Mr. - and DG AGRI Director Mr. Aldo Longo
delivered opening speeches at the meeting.

The Senior Level Working Group was presided over by Ms. -, Deputy Director
General of the International Cooperation Department of MOA and Mr. Aldo Longo, Director of
DG AGRIL

Both sides exchanged information on newest developments since the first dialogue meeting.
The PRC briefed on the numerous cooperation activities performed with the EC and its
member states and stated the important contribution expected from the EU on technology and
capital; it also stressed the potential of the Chinese market for EU products. The EU briefed on
the most important changes to the Common Agricultural Policy that have taken place over the
last 12 months.

Both parties gave full recognition of the already existing good cooperation between the two

sides in the area of agriculture, stressed the importance of strengthening mutually beneficial

cooperation in agriculture between the two sides, and expressed willingness to step up and

promote the pragmatic cooperation between the two sides on trade and quality of agricultural

products and on agricultural technology. [t was also discussed how to step up cooperation in
the areas of safety of agricultural products animal health and GMO safety management.

’ Oue, Trade of Agrlcultural Products

Both sides briefed on data on bilateral trade in 2006, exchanged opinions on trade of
agricultural products and fully recognized the trend of further development in the bilateral
trade of agricultural products.

The PRC stated that the EU is the second export market for Chinese agricultural products while
the EU is the fifth supplier to the Chinese market. Aquatic products, fruits, vegetables and
oilseeds are the main products exported by China to the EU. The EU stressed the reduced share
of EU exports to China resulting in trade deficit in agriculture products. The EU stated that the
increase in demand of food products in China will require both the development of domestic
production and imports from third countries. Both sides made analyses and discussions on
meat, dairy and fruits and vegetable markets. The Chinese side expressed the expectation for
EU to open the poultry meat market. The EU expressed expectation that the barriers to exports



of fruits, meat and dairy products will be removed.

Both sides agreed to actively create conditions to promote the healthy development of
agricultural product import and export and encourage cooperation between agricultural
businesses and to cooperate closely on removing the non tariff barriers that hamper a more
healthy development of trade between the parties.

Two, Product quality

Both sides exchanged information on agricultural product quality policies, especially that of
organic agricultural products and GI issues,

The Chinese side introduced about the development of organic agricultural products in 2006
and made analysis on and looked into the future of China’s organic agricultural products. The
EU side introduced about EU’s production and area of organic agricultural products in 2006
and explained EU’s management mechanism for organic agricultural products, including the
revised legal framework..

Both sides shared information on GI and agreed that GI is of great irﬁpé’ﬁance to agriculture
and rural development. The EU explained briefly the Community regulatory framework and
the benefits for farmers and rural areas of the system. It also explained that co-operation was
underway with AQSIQ for registration of EU GIs in China. Both sides agreed to exchange
experiences in GI..

The Chinese side intends to send a delegation to Europe to investigate GI practice. The EU side
agreed to advise on that visit, including possible meetings in Brussels to thoroughly brief on
the EU mechanism on GIs.

Three, Policy information

Both sides introduced about agricultural product safety management system, realizing that
agricultural products quality safety is of crucial importance to protecting consumers. Both sides
are satisfied with the good exchange and cooperation already launched between China and EU
regarding agricultural product quality standards and quality monitoring systems. The PRC
requested to strengthen the exchange of views and cooperation in the areas of agricultural food
product risk analysis, detecting and testing technology and animal health. through means such
as seminars, exchange of experts etc. The EU will explore the ways to meet that request taking
into account that the competence on this issues lies with DG SANCO.

The Chinese side gave the introduction of the Chinese legislation and basic systems in the area
of agricultural GMO safety management and expressed the willingness of intensifying
exchanges and cooperation in both management and technology. The EU promised to explore
ways to strengthen cooperation in this area taking into account that the competence in the EU
in this issues lies with DG SANCO and DG ENVIRONMENT. Concerning rice GMOs and the
sharing of seed materials, both sides agreed to further strengthening communication and
exchanges, cnhancing mutual understanding and trust as well as actively promoting the
cooperation.

The Chinese side expressed its sincere gratitude for the great support given by the EU in the
resumption of the legal status of the People’s Republic of China in the OIE, and also expressed



its intention of intensifying cooperation in Animal Health.

The Chinese side also informed that the Asian-European Al Forum would be held in Beyjing in
November this vear.

Four, Food Technology

The EU side has provided to the Chinese side a general outline of Action Plan in the
cooperation of Food R&D, technology development, innovation, processing technology as
well as information exchange. Certain issues were raised so as to have a common
understanding on the scope of this cooperation. Both side agreed to have an ad-hoc meeting to
develop this cooperation next 26" October in Beijing. An exchange of letters will precise
contents and scope of the meeting.

Both sides exchanged the information about the recent development in the area of agriculturgl
technology and research and expressed the willingness of strengthening of the cooperation in
the area by both sides within the relevant fora.

Five, Other arrangements

In order to strengthen cooperation and enhance understanding, DG Agriculture of EU proposed
to organize a senior level visitor program to the EU and agreed to explore the possibilities to
continue internship program with member states. MOA will facilitate the visit to China by
Agriculture Commissioner next year and will also welcome the visits of the agricultural
officials from the EU. Both sides agreed to keep close contact with each other for the
implementation of the above mentioned activities.

Both sides expressed full satisfaction with this second session of the Agricultural Dialogue.
The information provided by both sides and the exhaustive exchange of views that followed
was considered extremely useful by both sides.

The next Agriculture Dialogue will take place in June of 2008 in the EU and the EU side will
explore the possibility to link the third dialogue with field visit.

Both sides signed this Meeting Minutes in both the Enghsh and Chinese version on the 10" of
July 0of 2007 in Beijing.- — : o e

PR.C Ministry of Agriculture DG Agriculture and Rural Development

Depariment of International Cooperation




Name list for Chinese Side

Mr.~ Vice-minister, MOA

Deputy Director General, Department of International
Cooperation, MOA
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International Cooperati
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M S S Dcperiment of
Animal Husbandry, MOA

Department of Science, Technology and Education, MOA
MS-“ Deputy Director, Division of trade, Department of
International Cooperation, MOA

Deputy Director, Division of quarantine and supervision,
Bureau of Animal Health, MOA

Deputy Director General, Bureau of International
Cooperation, CAAS

China Green Food Development Centre

Deputy Director, Centre for Agri-Food Quality and Safety

Deputy Director, Bureau of International Cooperation,
CAAS

Interpreter, Center for International Cooperation and
Service, MOA
Interpreter, Center for International Cooperation and
Service, MOA
Interpreter, Center for International Cooperation and
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Name list for EU Side

Mr. Aldo Longo Director, DG AGRI

Mr. Jesus Zorrilla Tor:’as Head of Unit, DG AGRI

Mr. Charles Pat Dunkley International Relation Offiecer, DG AGRI
Ms. Cristina Rueda Catry Policy Officer, DG AGRI

Ms. Monedero Higuero Detached National Expert, DG TRADE

Minister Counsellor of Science of EC Delegation to
China

Agriculture Counsellor of Delegation to China
Agriculture Section, EC Delegation to China

Interpreter

Interpreter
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