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NOTE TO THE ATTENTION OF MR, JERZY PLEWA,
DEPUTY-DIRECTOR GENERAL OF DG AGRICULTURE

Subject: signature on the Minutes of the 5™ Meeting of the EU-China Agriculture and
Rural Development Dialogue (21-22 June 2010)

The Meeting Minutes enclosed has been agreed by both sides, and has been signed by vour counterpart
Mr. Director General of Department of International Cooperation of Ministry of

Agriculture.

Please sign the two copies of documents both in English and Chinese versions. After signing, please

keep one copy for your dossier, and please send back one copy (EN and CN) to me by diplomatic
pouch, I will forward it to Mr‘éaccordingly.

Iransiation has been performed by the Ministry of Agriculture; Ms. WANG Huan at the Delegation
has checked the two linguistic versions.
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Hans-Christiag BEAUMOND

CC: Mr. Joao ONOFRE, Mrs. Lucia CAUSEY-HUGECOVA

15, Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Sanlitun, 100600 Beijing, China. Tel +(8610) 8454 8000 ; Fax +(85610) 8454 8011



Minutes of the Sth Meeting of the EU-China Agriculture and

Rural Development Dialogue

The 5th Meeting of the EU-China Dialogue on Agriculture and Rural Development was held on
21-22 June 2010 in Brussels. The meeting was attended by delegations (hereinafter referred to
as the "two sides") led by Mr. Jerzy Plewa, Deputy Director General, Directorate General for
Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI), European Comimission and Mr.

Director General, Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture (MOA),
People's Republic of China . (See attached for the name list). Deputy Director General Jerzy
Plewa and Director Genera jointly chaired the Senior Level Working Group, and

delivered opening remarks at the meeting.

Both sides exchanged information on newest developments of cooperation since the fourth
dialogue meeting of November 2009. Both sides underlined the importance of the dialogue as a
mechanism for maintaining and further strengthening the mutually beneficial cooperation in
agriculture and in particular expressed willingness to further explore areas of cooperation on

how to enhance bilateral trade and quality of agricultural products.

Working Group 1: Trade in Agricultural Products

The two sides gave introductions on the situation of agricultural trade, including state of play,
challenges, vision, and on how they coordinated domestic and foreign trade policies. They
exchanged opinions on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA), and shared their outlook for
future development. The two sides also held exchanges on the latest development of their
negotiations on regional trade framework agreements with third parties.

The two sides shared detailed data on the agricultural trade between the EU and China in 2009
and-first quarter of. 2010. Since the EU exports ta China continued to increase while at the same
time Chinese exports to the EU decreased, EU’s deficit on agricultural trade has been decreasing.
However, first data for the year 2010 show that Chinese exports have recently been increasing.
Moreover, the two sides agreed to work more closely on statistics and the way information is

gathered to avoid discrepancies as much as possible.

The two sides noticed the impact that the world financial crisis had on agricultural trade in 2009
but still believed there was a huge potential in developing China-EU agricultural trade, despite a
number of challenges. The two sides stressed that they were opposed to trade protectionism, and
that they should take measures to reduce and avoid trade barriers, so as to tackle the crisis and
promote bilateral trade. The two sides believed that promoting China-EU trade was in the
interest of both sides, and that they should continue to address trade barriers such as technical
and SPS barriers, enhance trade facilitation and work hard to sustain a sound growth of the trade.

The two sides appreciated the technical cooperation during the WTO Doha Round negotiation.
They reiterated their will to cooperate for an early conclusion of the Doha round in a balanced

way, contributing to the development of the world trade.



Both parties agreed that the impact of the world financial crisis on farmers’ income was severe.
Factors contributing to price volatility included level of stocks, speculation, energy price,
climate change, economic crisis. etc. Both parties agreed that price decrease should not lead to
the introduction of protectionist measures. The EU side reiterated that in the dairy sector, export
refunds were reintroduced only on a temporary basis and were always taken in accordance with

WTO commitments.

The EU side expressed its satisfaction that for certain sectors exporté“‘ are hooming (i.e. wine
and spirits, casein, olive oil, etc.) and stressed that new authorisation to expart pork meat
delivered to certain Member States had immediate impact on the EU exports and requested to
strengthen such efforts in the future. Chinese side reacted by stating that when both sides share
same quality standards it is considerably easier to improve product quality and develop trade.

Conceming enlargement of the EU to Bulgaria and Romania and the compensation calculation
(GATT Article XXIV.6) for garlic and mushrooms, the EU assured the Chinese side that the
approach taken is similar to the ones used for previous enlargements and with other third
countries, that a fair approach in accordance with WTO rules will be respected, and that the

issue will be resoived as soon as possible.

Working Group 2: Quality products

The two sides shared information related to policies on the quality of agricultural products,
especially on GlIs and expressed satisfaction about ongoing cooperation. The Chinese side
stressed the need for continuing experience sharing and cooperation on GI product certification
and management, The Chinese side briefed on its GI management system and the achievements
that had been made. The EU side briefed on the recent developments and future policy
orientation on quality legislation and the EU efforts for protecting Gls through multilateral and
bilateral agreements. The EU side informed the Chinese side in particular of the intention to
present legislative proposal (by the end of 2010) with the purpose to find the right tools to
Improve communication between farmers and consumers on quality and enhance added value.

Working Group 3: Policy Information

The two sides infroduced their existing policies for agricutural development and directions for
future reforms. The EU side presented the conclusion of the high level group for the milk sector.
This group was created during the milk crisis in 2009. The EU side also presented the state of

play of the reform of the CAP post 2013 and the timeline envisaged.

The two sides exchanged experience in animal health, and agreed that it is in their common
interest to deepen such collaboration on animal disease. The two sides also unified positions on
the issue of residue standard of Ractopamine in pork feed. The EU side presented recent
developments in its animal health and animal welfare policies. The EU thanked the Chinese side
for their excellent cooperation on Avian Influenza and Foot and Mouth disease in particular. The
Chinese side presented an overview of their animal health policy and their strategy for
emergency management of major diseases. They also gave very concrete examples of
emergency responses after natural disasters (earthquakes, snow storm) where immediate actions
were taken to avoid spread of animal diseases. Furthermore, the Chinese side expressed the will

to strengthen cooperation in animal welfare,



Both sides exchanged information on recent developments of their legislation, and main
achievements addressing climate change. Both sides agreed that climate change is to be taken
into account seriously in their legislations and in the agricultural development in particular. In
this respect, both sides consider the reduction of green house gas emission and enhancing the
adaptation of agriculture against climate change as one of their priorities. Both sides were
satisfied with the progress in the collaboration project on ecological compensation and look
forward to a successful development of this project. The Chinese side requested to explore
together further possibilities for cooperation in the field of sustainable agriculture.

Working Group 4: Food technology, Innovation and Research

As agreed in the 4™ dialogue meeting in 2009, the two sides presented their respective
innovation policies and the state of play, believing there was a huge potential for cooperation in
the field of the processing of agricultural products. The two sides agreed upon further
discussions in this field so as to work out the plan for possible future cooperation.

Conclusions

Both sides expressed their great satisfaction with this 5™ meeting of the Agriculture and Rural
Development Dialogue and recognized the high quality of expertise and presentations.

The two sides thanked the Spanish Authorities for having organized a field trip in the region of
Valencia. It was an excellent occasion to showcase the implementation of EU’s quality and

sustainable development policies.

_The sixth meeting of the EU-China Dialogue on Agriculture will take place in Chma dunng the
second semester of 2011 (exact date and location to be confirmed).

Both sides signed these Meeting Minutes in both the English-and Chinese versionse————

Directorate General for Agricuiture and
Rural Development of the European
Commission

PRC Ministry of Agriculture
Department of International
Cooperation

Director General @ Deputy-Director General Jerzy Plewa
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Name list of MOA Delegation

Director  General, Department of International
Cooperation

Officer for FEuropean Affairs, Department of
International Cooperation

Deputy Division Chief of resource and Environment,
Department of Science, Technology and Education

Division Chief of Standard Establishment, bureau of
Agricultural Food Quality and Safety

Consultant of inspection and Quarantine Supervision,
bureau of veterinary

Chief of FEnvironment protection, research and
Supervision

First Secretary, Mission of the PRC to the EC

Interpreter
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Deputy Director General, International Affairs, DG
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Head of Unit, Asia and Latin America, DG AGRI
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Agricultural Counsellor, EC Delegation to China
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Andreas Gumbert
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Deputy Head of Unit, neighbouring policy, EFTA,
DG AGRI

(Future Agricultural Counsellor, EC Delegation to
China)

International Relations Officer, Asia and Latin
America, DG AGRI

Deputy Head of Unit, WTO, DG AGRI

Head of Unit, Agricultural trade policy analysis,
DG AGRI

Policy officer, FEconomic analyses of FEU
agriculture, DG AGRI

Policy officer, Agricultural product quality policy,
DG AGRI

Legislative Officer, Animal Health, DG SANCO

Head of Unit, Agriculture policy analyses and
perspectives, DG AGRI

Head of Unit, Animal products, DG AGRI

Policy Officer, Bio-energy and Climate change, DG
AGRI

Policy Officer, Rural Development, DG AGRI

Head of Unit, Innovation Policy, DG ENTR
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