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-

> Incident with Spanish NGO Proactive Open Arms
-          After the Spanish NGO Proactiva Open Arms vessel was seized by IT
authorities, Médecin
sans Frontiers (MSF) stated that Aquarius, jointly operated by SOS Méditerranée
and MSF, is
now the only Search and Rescue NGO vessel operating in the Central Med area. MSF
sent a
letter to DDG Mordue expressing some concerns about the current SAR practice in
Central
Med, involvement of the Libyan Coast Guard and disembarkation of migrants in
Libya. A
draft reply is currently under preparation jointly by C1 and C2. A meeting was
organised last
Friday between DDG Mordue and three representatives of MSF to address these
issues
(flash circulated). DDG Mordue also met Proactiva Opean Arms and had a frank and
cordial
meeting.  Open Arms was particularly concerned about the criminal procedure in
Italy and
economic consequences as well  the impact on their SAR operations in the
Mediterranean.
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