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About GAR



A leading integrated palm oil company

▪ A leading integrated palm oil 

plantation company

▪ Largest palm oil grower in Indonesia

▪ Manages 169 plantations 

▪ Provides over 170,000 jobs 

▪ Total revenue: over US$7.2 billion

▪ Core net profit: US$186 million 

▪ 2,510,000 metric tonnes of crude 

palm oil (CPO) and palm kernel 

(PK)
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Our products and customers

Key brands in Indonesia:

Revenue by geographical location in 2016:

▪ We produce an extensive range of 

products

▪ Customers include traders, distributors, 

wholesalers, retailers and other 

businesses in the food industry, as well 

as manufacturing businesses that 

produce secondary goods.



Palm oil – an SDG commodity

▪ Provides jobs for estimated 16 million people in Indonesia

▪ Palm oil farmers earn at least 7 times more than subsistence farmers

▪ US$17.8 bn of palm oil exports in 2016 from Indonesia

▪ Is the most productive vegetable oil crop in the world 



Committed to sustainable palm oil



We want to ensure that GAR upstream

and downstream palm oil operations

are deforestation-free, traceable and

bring benefits to the people and

communities where we operate.

GAR Social and Environmental Policy 



▪ The SR2016 Report covers our main operations which are 

in Indonesia

▪ FY 2016 from January to December

▪ In accordance with GRI Standards – Core option 

− Full content index of GRI indicators on page 66

▪ Calculation of GHG emissions independently verified by 

EY

▪ This year we have included a Board of Director’s 

Statement 

▪ Commissioned external parties to verify implementation of 

the GSEP and our labour practices

▪ GAR’s reports can be found on the GAR website

▪ The GAR Sustainability Dashboard is now publicly  

accessible on the GAR website

Our approach to reporting

https://goldenagri.com.sg/sustainability-dashboard/
https://goldenagri.com.sg/


Committed to sustainable palm oil



Committed to sustainable palm oil



Sustainability  Highlights



▪ No development of and the conservation of High Carbon 

Stock (HCS) forests.

▪ No development of and the conservation of peat lands of any 

depth. 

▪ No development of and the conservation of High 

Conservation Value (HCV) areas.

▪ To conserve and protect rare, threatened and endangered 

species as well as ecosystems and critical habitats of rare, 

threatened and endangered species.

Environmental Management

We have identified 

and are committed to 

protecting an area the 

size of Singapore

Delivering UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 



Protection – production partnerships: 

▪ Intensive engagement and consultation with 

communities

▪ Firstly through Participatory Mapping to ensure their 

land rights are fully respected

▪ Building on those consultations we initiate 

discussions with community on conservation of HCS 

forests 

Environmental Management

To date: 

▪ 10 villages have agreed to protect over 7000 ha of 

forests

▪ Alternative Livelihood programmes are being 

launched to help communities earn income without 

disturbing conservation areas



Environmental Management 

▪ Since 1997 GAR has operated a strict Zero Burning 

Policy and a policy of no development on peat.

▪ Our fire management programme includes:

− The training of emergency response personnel 

− investing in new technology and equipment (e.g. 

drones and satellite surveillance)

▪ Virtually zero fires in our concessions in 2016 (0.01%) 

▪ Conduct outreach and collaboration with the local 

communities and villages through Desa Siaga Api 

programme.

▪ Expanded to Desa Makmur Peduli Api programme –

includes fire prevention/conservation/food security 



Environmental Management

▪ Verified the calculation of GHG emissions with EY to 

start baseline studies.

▪ Reduced emissions by 167,500 tonnes CO2eq since 

2015 from methane capture at three facilities.

▪ Zero Waste Policy is implemented in all operations. 

▪ Stopped using the herbicide paraquat in 2016. 

Methane capture facility



Delivering UN SDGs:

Our Commitments: 

▪ To respect the right to FPIC for indigenous peoples and 

local communities and recognising the need for food 

security in new developments.

▪ The responsible handling of complaints and grievances.

▪ The responsible resolution of conflicts

▪ FPIC remediation in 2016 in 4 concessions; 4 more in 2017 

Social and Community Engagement



Social and Community Engagement



Work Environment and Labour Relations 

▪ Provide jobs for 170,700 people including 68,600 plasma 

smallholders

▪ Pay above minimum wage for full-time and part-time workers

▪ Commissioned study by Business for Social Responsibility to 

check on labour practices in Q42016 

▪ TFT also conducted No-Exploitation site visit in 2016

Delivering UN SDGs: 



Marketplace and Supply Chain 

▪ In 2015, GAR finished mapping all mills that supply our refineries and kernel crushing plants in Indonesia. 

▪ In 2016, 474 mills supplied GAR with CPO and PK; 45 are GAR-owned and 429 are independent.

▪ Now working with these mills to achieve 100 percent traceability all the way to the plantation by 2020.

▪ In 2016, 15 GAR mills achieved full TTP (As of Q2 2017, 23 GAR mills have achieved full TTP) 

▪ We are getting to know and understand our suppliers and the issues they face. 

▪ This enables us to help them adopt better social and environmental practices.

▪ Special workshops and training for suppliers to help them with responsible practices

Delivering UN SDGs: 



Marketplace and Supply Chain 



GAR helps smallholders increase productivity while 

reducing impact on the environment

▪ GAR has 68,600 plasma smallholders in Indonesia

▪ Provide regular training sessions on best agronomy 

practices (Integrated Pest Management, fertiliser 

application) and supplies them with high yield seeds.

▪ GAR plasma smallholder yield comparable to nucleus 

estate yield.

Innovative financing to support sustainable farming 

practices

▪ In 2016, GAR helped independent farmers secure IDR 

107 billion in loans from a state-owned bank to replant 

1,300 hectares. 

▪ This helps boost incomes, productivity and reduces 

pressure on opening new land.

Marketplace and Supply Chain



Our commitment to traceability and transparency throughout our supply chain is important to meet a growing 

demand on the part of our customers for certified, sustainable palm oil.

▪ To date, 262,442 hectares of plantations including 51,149 hectares of smallholder estates, 29 mills, nine kernel 

crushing plants, five refineries, seven bulking stations and one oleo-chemical plant have received RSPO 

certification. 

▪ We have extended the time frame for completion of RSPO certification until 2020 for the remaining operations which 

includes 213,415 hectares of plantations and encompasses 49,233 hectares of plasma estates and 16 mills. 

▪ One mill and its supply base in Kijang, Riau has been certified under RSPO-RED scheme.

▪ 186,307 ha of plantations and 30 mills have received ISPO certification – the most certificates in Indonesia. 

▪ 291,351 ha of plantations including smallholder plantations of 57,755 ha, 29 mills, 2 kernel crushing plants, 5 

refineries and 14 bulking stations have received ISCC certification.

▪ Latest certification updates can be viewed on our website.

Marketplace and Supply Chain

http://goldenagri.com.sg/sustainable_overview.php


R&D supports responsible palm oil 

▪ USD9 million on upstream and downstream R&D

▪ Develops disease-resistant, high-yielding seeds – climate-change resilient

▪ Looks into impact of palm oil plantations on climate change mitigation – carbon fixation

▪ Downstream R&D focuses on safeguarding consumer health

▪ Reformulation of products to eliminate all trans fatty acids

▪ Looking into eliminating 3-MCPD

Delivering UN SDGs:
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