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NOTE TO THE FILE 

Annex 1 

Subject: Detailed 

analysis 

of EU banana market. 

Bananas import stabilisation mechanism – 
Trigger volumes state of play on 04 December 2017 

1.

Legal 

basis

References:  
Reg. n° 19/2013 implementing bilateral safeguard clause and stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Trade Agreement between EU and Colombia, Peru and Ecuador. 

Reg. n° 20/2013 implementing bilateral safeguard clause and stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Trade Agreement between EU and Central America (of 29/06/2012). 

2.

Trigger volumes and import of bananas originating from Peru and other

countries under stabilisation mechanism in 2017 
The trigger volume for Peru, set for 2017 at 93 750 tonnes, was exceeded on 16 October. 
As in previous years the total of all trigger volumes under stabilisation mechanism is 
very unlikely to be reached in 2017. Central American countries other than Guatemala 
and Nicaragua are far below their trigger volumes. The same goes for Ecuador and 
Columbia. To date Guatemala, Nicaragua and Peru exceeded their trigger volumes. It has 
to be noted that their trigger levels and imports are very low compared to other countries 
under stabilisation mechanism (see Tab. 1 and Graph 2). The volume of bananas from 
these three countries amounts to around 5.5 % of total banana imports to the EU (all 
origins). 

Graph 1. Weekly imports from Peru and trigger volume in 2017. 

Source: TAXUD surveillance. 
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Tab.1. Summary table with trigger volumes and imports, situation on 04/12/2017. 

Trigger 

80%  of 

Import volumes 

Quantities 

Ratio 

Country of 

volume for 

trigger 

(TAXUD 

available before 

import/ 

Comments

Origin

2017    

volume

surveil. )

trigger vol.

trigger vol.

(tonnes)

Peru

93.750

75.000

109.156

-15.406

116%

trigger volume reached on 16/10/2017

Colombia

1.822.500

1.458.000

1.278.739

543.761

70%

Guatemala

67.500

54.000

98.962

-31.462

147%

trigger volume reached on 23/08/2017

Nicaragua

13.500

10.800

46.347

-32.847

343%

trigger volume reached on 02/05/2017

Ecuador

1.801.788

1.441.430

1.279.562

522.226

71%

Central 
America[1]

2.041.200

1.632.960

1.377.818

663.382

68%

All origins

5.759.238

4.607.390

4.045.275

1.713.963

70%

[1] Central America Agreement includes: Costa Rica, Panama, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador.

 

Source: TAXUD surveillance. 

 

 
Graph 2. Imports from countries under surveillance mechanism in 2017. 
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According to Eurostat data from January to September 2017 the cumulative quantity of 
fresh yellow banana imported from Peru was almost identical to respective imports in 
2016 (see graph 3). 
The imports unit value was around 727 euro/tonne, well above the average unit value for 
bananas from Latin America (646 euro/tonne). 

 
Graph 3.  Monthly banana imports from Peru (cumulative volume). 

 

Source: Eurostat, Comext 
 
 
Graph 4. Average import unit values of bananas from Peru 

 

Source: Eurostat, Comext 
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3. 

Market Supply of bananas from Latin America in 2017 

According to Eurostat, monthly market supply of bananas from Latin America in 2017 (first 9 
months) shows an increase of both volume (+13%) and value (+25%) compared to the average of 
the 4 previous years.  
Wholesale prices of yellow bananas were relatively low in first quarter of 2017 (€ 0.90 – 
1.00/kg), but then increased sharply and in quarter two were above 2016 level between € 1.00 
and 1.06. Then, they were low in August and September 2017(between € 0.85 and 0.90/kg, about 
11 % lower than in the same period in 2016), but have since then recovered and are above 2016 
level.  
 

Graph 5. Monthly cumulative supply of bananas from Latin America into the EU – in 
volumes  

 

(source: Eurostat, Comext) 

 
Graph 6. Monthly supply of bananas from Latin America into the EU – average unit 
value.  

 

(source: Eurostat, Comext) 
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Graph 13. Average wholesale prices of yellow bananas produced in the EU. 

 

 

Source: ISAMM, MSs communications 

 
 
6. 

Conclusions (on 06/11/2017) 

Peru: 
Trigger volume for Peru for 2017 is set at 93 750 tonnes. It was exceeded by Peru on 
16 October.  
In the period January – September 2017 the imported quantities were similar to those in 
2016 (see graph 3). Imports of fresh bananas from Peru represented only 2% of the total 
imports of fresh bananas into the European Union and their unit value was well above the 
average for bananas from Latin America (around 727 euro/tonne compared to the 
average of 646 euro/tonne) 
EU market: 
According to the analysis made in the preceding chapters (Eurostat-Comext and TAXUD 
Surveillance figures), no disturbance has been observed on the EU market so far. The 
supply of bananas continues to increase regularly and follows the growing EU demand. 
The average wholesale prices of Latin American and ACP bananas were low in August 
and September but have recovered since then. The average wholesale prices of yellow 
bananas produced in the EU followed their seasonal trend and for most of the weeks were 
above or at previous years' levels.  
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