


Meeting with the management of Bosch 
CAB Office, 04/12/2019 

 2/6 

Ethical issues related to connected and automated driving 

• With regard to ethics, the Commission has set up earlier this year a dedicated 
EU group of ethical experts to address specific ethical issues and concerns 
related to automated mobility, which are essential for securing public 
acceptance and trust in these vehicles.  

• This expert group will provide guidance on how ethical considerations should be 
taken into account, when developing and deploying connected and automated 
driving systems and services in Europe. The guidance report can be expected 
by summer next year and it will address recommendations in the following 
areas: 

o safety, dilemma and risk assessment,  

o responsibility and liability around the design and use of automated 
vehicles,  

o Privacy, data collection, profiling, security, data access/sharing, 
ownership 

Artificial Intelligence 

• Artificial Intelligence is a "Key Enabling Technology" of industrial and 
societal relevance.  In fact, AI will result in solutions to societal 
challenges, leading to innovations that will improve our lives, our work, 
our ways of communication, our education, and our health. Concrete 
examples are the advancement of deep learning in medical diagnosis, 
self-driving cars and drones, robots in deep sea and space exploration. 
 

• The challenges in AI include foundational research improving hardware 
(chips for AI, but also mechatronics and advanced sensing and actuation 
for safer, faster, more precise, and more energy efficient robots), 
algorithms, achieving explainable AI (transparent decision making), 
adaptive learning, and improving smart, collaborative, safe and efficient 
robots and autonomous systems. 
 

• Applied research is also needed to advance and demonstrate 
technological progress, meeting the requirements of applications and 
sectors’ needs. 
 

• Common AI platforms sharing tools and resources in AI, and reinforced 
collaboration among researchers are expected to combat fragmentation 
and foster progress more efficiently, thus strengthening Europe’s 
position. 
 

• Horizon Europe will provide R&I investments will all these areas in 
synergy with other programmes of the MFF (Digital Europe Programme, 
Connecting Europe Facility, Structural Funds, etc.). 
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• It is encouraging that companies like Bosch are investing in Artificial 
Intelligence. This will boost the competitiveness of the European 
Industry. 
 

• Furthermore, the concept of human-centric approach to AI developed in 
the Commission Communication “Artificial Intelligence for Europe” 
(COM(2018) 237, 25.04.2018) will lead an to an ethics by design AI that 
will defend the European citizens’ fundamental rights. This will be a 
requirement to all projects developing and/or deploying AI in Horizon 
Europe.  
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