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At the invitation of Mr. Stavros Dimas, Environment Commissioner of the European 

Commission of EU, Mr. Xie Zhenhua, Minister of State Environmental Protection 

Administration (SEPA) of China, visited European Commission Headquarters on 14 June 

2005. This visit marked the 2nd EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy at Ministerial 

Level. The two sides exchanged views and had in-depth discussions on progress and 

strengthening the mechanism of policy dialogue on global environment issues, progress of the 

bilateral cooperation, and on future priority areas.

I. Policy Progress and Strengthening Mechanism of Dialogue,

The Chinese side introduced its strategies and policies for achieving sustainable 

development and addressing pressures on natural resources and on the environment 

caused by the rapid economic growth. Discussions also covered the people-centred 

principle, scientific approach of development, formulation the IIth Five-Year Plan, 

promoting the circular economy, and improving environmental legislation.

The EU side introduced the strategy to promote sustainable development. The 

protection of the environment is not an obstacle to the development of a prosperous 

society but a prerequisite and one that can provide new economic opportunities. The 

Kyoto protocol came into force in 2005. The world's first international greenhouse 

gas emissions trading system has come into effect in the EU. The EU actively seeks a 

dialogue with partners on the future development of the global climate change regime. 

The European Commission aims to develop seven comprehensive environmental
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strategies this year. These will enable Europe to tackle and prevent climate change, 

protect biodiversity, nature and health and promote quality of life.

The two sides agreed that the EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy at 

Ministerial Level is a valuable mechanism. Further efforts should be made to give 

substance to the EU-China policy Dialogue. It was also agreed that political leaders' 

support for EU-China environmental policy cooperation was essential and that the 

results of the EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy should be continually 

reported to leaders on both sides.

II. Global Environmental Issues

- Both sides recognized the challenge of addressing global environmental issues and 

achieving sustainable development and implementing the follow-up actions of the 

World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. They noted the objectives and 

principles identified at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992, and reaffirmed the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibilities.

- The EU and China have the common goal in addressing other global environmental 

issues such as biodiversity conservation and ozone layer protection, and are both 

willing to strengthen communication, consultation and coordination in this regard.

- Both the EU and China are parties to the Kyoto Protocol and continue to make concrete 

efforts to address the issue of global climate change. Both sides agreed to cooperate to 

ensure the successful implementation of the Clean Development Mechanism. The EU 

and China will discuss climate change at policy level. The EU and China will 

strengthen cooperation on research and technology development and the transfer of 

climate-friendly environmental technologies.
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III. Bilateral Environmental Cooperation

- Both sides recognised that environmental protection and sustainable development are 

one of the key areas of EU-China cooperation.

- Both sides reviewed the joint cooperation projects between the EU and China, and were 

satisfied with the successful and fruitful results achieved in recent years. For instance, 

the 5-year EU-China Liaoning Integrated Environmental Programme aims at a) 

developing environmental planning, management and enforcement capacities, and 

environmental awareness; b) promoting cleaner production, waste minimisation and 

recycling, energy efficiency and alternative energy sources and c) supporting economic 

and social restructuring.. The EU-China Vehicle Emissions Control Project provided 

direct support to China in the formulation of related regulations and criteria. The 

EU-China Biodiversity Programme is in its final stage of preparation and will most 

likely be launched later this year.

- China welcomes the ElJ's significant contribution to capacity building for 

environmental protection in China.

- Both sides recognised that it was necessary to maintain and strengthen the environment 

dialogue between officials at all levels in China and EU policy. The recent rapid 

development in activities between to two sides w'as warmly welcomed.

IV. Priorities and further actions

- The two sides stressed the need to promote further policy cooperation between the EU 

and China in the field of environment and development, focusing on global 

environmental challenges, through strengthening policy dialogue on environment 

particularly concerning measures to prevent air pollution and climate change, 

environmental protection legislation, law enforcement and market based approaches. 

The current dialogues on biodiversity conservation and management of water resources 

should continue and supplement the successful implementation of the related 

cooperation projects.
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China underlined its priorities for possible future cooperation projects, inter alia in the 

following fields: capacity building (environmental protection and the circular 

economy); environmental legislation and regulation; Clean Development Mechanism 

capacity building on the Designated Operational Entities etc.; joint programs on 

automobile emission standards; and. studies on Strategic Impact Assessment and 

Eco-labelling.

Both sides agreed to hold the focal points meeting annually to discuss policy 

cooperation, monitor achievements of points agreed at the last Ministerial Dialogue and 

to prepare for the next one.

- Both sides agreed to continue encouraging and giving full support to public 

participation, transparency and to encourage staff exchanges and visits.

V. Conclusion

- Both sides were satisfied with the friendly atmosphere and fruitful results of the 

Dialogue.

- The Chinese side expressed its sincere thanks and appreciation for the efforts of EU 

side in organizing the successful Dialogue.

The EU side expressed warm gratitude to the Chinese side for coming to Europe to 

discuss solutions to environmental problems of mutual concern

- Both sides agreed to hold the next Dialogue in June 2006. in Beijing.

Stavros Dimas

Commissionnei^for Environment 

European Commission, EU 

Date:
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