
Minutes of the Seventh EU-China Environmental Policy Dialogue

Karmenu Vella, European Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and 

Fisheries, and Li Ganjie, Minister of Environment and Ecology of the People’s 

Republic of China met in Beijing on 1 April 2019 for the Seventh EU-China 

Ministerial Environmental Policy Dialogue.

Both sides had in-depth exchange on strategic issues and global issues of common 

concern such as biodiversity conservation, waste and chemicals management, 

protection of the marine environment, pollution prevention and control and 

environmental governance, and international cooperation on sustainable development. 

Both appreciated the efforts made by each other in tackling environmental challenges 

facing the world and recognized the need to show global leadership and step up 

action.

Minister Li Ganjie introduced progress made in promoting ecological civilization in 

China, the establishment of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, as well as the 

inclusion of new development philosophies, ecological civilization and building 

beautiful China into the Constitution. He also shared specific measures adopted by 

China in fighting against pollution and progress in protecting blue skies and defending 

rivers and soil from pollution.

Minister Li Ganjie acknowledged that EU-China environmental cooperation is an 

integral part of the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two sides, calling 

on both sides, in the light of common environmental concerns, to continue such 

dialogue and make it a platform for strengthening coordination in international 

environmental affairs and enriching and upgrading environmental cooperation, so as 

to contribute to sustained, sound and stable EU-China ties, to building EU-China
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partnership for peace, growth, reform and civilization and to leading the way of world 

development reform.

Commissioner Vella welcomed recent developments in China on environmental 

matters and shared with Minister Li Ganjie recent developments on EU environmental 

policies which are based on the EU’s commitment to pursuing a transition to a 

low-emission, resource-efficient and circular economy. He stressed that the circular 

economy model can bring multiple benefits to society, the environment and 

businesses. He pointed out that promoting green development models which 

effectively combine environmental protection and economic development is a 

strategic focus of both sides and that this brings enormous opportunities for future 

cooperation. He presented bold action taken by EU over the recent years, for instance, 

through the EU Circular Economy Action Plan and the EU Plastics strategy, including 

its measures on single-use plastics. He stressed the importance of evidence-based 

decision-making, stakeholder participation, including cooperation with the private 

sector, and the need to use a mix of regulatory tools.

Commissioner Vella congratulated China on its decision to host the COP 15 of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. He expressed his desire to see an inclusive and 

ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity framework as an output from COP 15 and 

offered Minister Li Ganjie his full support in working towards this goal and the 

success of COP 15. Both agreed to step up cooperation towards achieving the goal of 

developing an ambitious and realistic post-2020 global biodiversity framework, 

including clear and measurable targets, and to promote the Sharm-el-Sheik to 

Kunming action agenda for nature and people to make respective biodiversity 

commitments and contributions, in the run-up to CBD COP 15, to be held in Kunming 

2020.

Both sides:

- reviewed the cooperation on environment since the 6th EU-China Environmental
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Policy Dialogue, including experts exchanges on soil policy, green growth, pollutant 

discharge permitting, biodiversity as well as a high level workshop on global 

environment governance under CCICED.

- recognized environmental cooperation as an important area of overall cooperation 

between the EU and China, including continuing to work as reliable partners on 

strengthening global environmental governance.

- re-confirmed the importance of the Principles to Promote Enhanced Technical 

Cooperation agreed through the exchange of letters in 2017

- looked forward to further cooperation and exchange of experience and good practice 

to support smart and effective domestic and global environmental governance in the 

pursuit of a green, low carbon and circular economy and sustainable development.

- agreed to maintain close contacts in the run up to the CBD COP 15 and to organize 

further workshops and studies.

- took note that sustainable management of waste and chemicals is an essential part of 

a transition to the circular economy, and agreed to work together on the subject and to 

cooperate closely also in the context of relevant international environment 

conventions and processes.

- stressed that plastic pollution resulting from current practices have negative impacts 

on ocean health, biodiversity, economic sustainability, and potentially on human 

health, and agreed on joint research both bilaterally and in the context of the G20 and 

the UNEA 4 follow-up process, and share relevant experience about comprehensive 

and long-term solutions focused on prevention.

- highlighted that pollution continues to be one of the key environmental challenges

for the EU, China and the international community and good environmental

governance is essential to address policy implementation challenges, and agreed to

continue to exchange experience with a view to identifying and adopting efficient
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policy responses to pollution.

-agreed to actively explore strategic opportunities of environmental protection 

cooperation, make full use of both relevant international organizations and fora, such 

as UNEA, and CCICED as a platform for policy exchanges and collaboration.

-fully leverage each other’s strengths to jointly promote global environmental 

governance and sustainable development.

Done in Beijing on 1 April 2019, in duplicate in the English and Chinese languages, 

both versions being equally valid.

Karmenu Vella LI Ganjie

European Commissioner for Environment, Minister of Ecology and Environment 

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries of the People’s Republic of China
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