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Dear Madany/Sir,

Under the right of access to documents in the EU Treaties, as developed in Regulation 1049/2001, I hereby
request access to all documents containing legal opinions by the legal service of the European Commission or
by any other organ of the Commission, as well as documents that the Commission may have which contains
legal opinions of the Council Secretariat, on aspects of international law relating to the Western Sahara issue,
including in the context of EU-Morrocco relations, from 2006 and until now. In order to facilitate the
processing of this wide request, I have also included a number of more specific requests, which can be
processed separately. Hence, I wish every request to be processed separately and the information to be sent to
me whenever it is ready.

I understand that these various documents may contain information that cannot be disclosed, for instance
confidential information regarding the political positions taken by member states and third parties. My interest,
however, is primarily the legal reasoning of the EU organs involved, and not political considerations. The legal
positions of the Commission and the Council are already in the public domain, not least due to a number of
cases at the Court of Justice of the European Union (most importantly Cases C-266/16 and C-104/16 P) as well
as the report provided in a Commission staff working document (SWD(2018) 346 final of 11.6.2018). Citizens
of the member states and other concerned parties have a justified claim to know how the relevant EU organs
arrived at their positions. If these opinions are based on sound legal reasoning, there cannot possibly be a
legitimate reason not to disclose them.

I would prefer for this information to be sent to me in machine-readable electronic format, to the following
email address:

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

This is a request for access to information under Article 15 of the TFEU and, where applicable, Regulation
1049/2001 which has been sent via the AsktheEU.org website.

Please kindly use this email address for all replies to this request: ask+request-6915-238d6729@asktheeu.org

If sj-acces-docs(@ec.europa.eu is the wrong address for information requests to Legal Service, please tell the
AsktheEU.org team on email team@asktheEU.org

This message and all replies from Legal Service will be published on the AsktheEU.org website. For more
information see our dedicated page for EU public officials at hitps://www.asktheeu.org/en/help/officers






