
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: PANTER Susan (HR) <Susan.PANTER@ec.europa.eu>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 11:48 PM 
To: MUELLER David (CAB-HAHN) <David.MUELLER@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc: POST Henk (HR) <Hendrik.POST@ec.europa.eu>; BERGER Michael (HR) <Michael.BERGEx@xx.xxxopa.eu>; GOISET Sylvie (HR) 
<Sylvie.GOISET@ec.europa.eu> 
Subject: Special Advisers - Exercise 2020 
 
 

Dear David, 

This message relates to Special Advisers to the Commissioners (exercise 2020) and the analysis carried out by DG HR 
about the absence of conflict of interest.   

The examination carried out by HR is done on the basis of the documents submitted by the Cabinets, in particular the CV, 
the declarations made by the Special Advisers and the statement of assurance made by the Cabinet concerned. 

To sum up, we did not identify a serious risk of conflict of interest, but rather in some instances a potential risk of perception 
of conflict of interest, with one more serious (Ms Kristel VAN DER ELST, Cabinet SEFCOVIC). We therefore propose to raise 
the awareness of the Cabinets concerned, essentially in terms of recommendations of prudence (choosing option B with 
indication of mitigating measure(s)). We recommend such a follow-up in 11 cases. In another instance, there is an 
incompatibility of the status of Special Adviser with another contractual link with the European Commission (Mr Enrico 
GIOVANNINI, Cabinet GENTILONI); we addressed this issue directly with Mr BUTI and we are waiting for Mr GIOVANNINI’s 
choice. 

The table below summarises our findings and the draft messages to be sent by DG HR are attached at the end of this 
message. I would appreciate receiving your agreement to send the draft messages out as soon as possible. 

EVP Timmermans Luuk Van Middelaar Option A, no comments 

EVP Timmermans Laurence Tubiana Option B in view of being member of Advisory Council IBERDROLA, 
see draft email to Cabinet below 



EVP Timmermans Adelaide Charlier Option A, no comments 

EVP Dombrovskis Inna Steinbuka Option A, no comments 

HR/VP Borrell Jeffrey Sachs Option A, no comments  

HR/VP Borrell Daniela Schwarzer Option A, no comments 

HR/VP Borrell Federico Steinberg Option A, no comments 

HR/VP Borrell Nathalie Tocci Option B, mitigating measures linked to activities for the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali and her independent and non-executive activities in 
Edison, see draft Statement of assurance below (no email as there 
was a previous correspondence) 

HR/VP Borrell Marlene Wind Option A, no comments 

VP Sefcovic Pascal Lamy Option B, mitigating measures linked to activities in Brunswick and 
Bosch, see draft email to Cabinet below 

VP Sefcovic Bertrand Piccard shape the mandate more precisely and Option B, mitigating measures 
linked to numerous activities, especially Hyundai – risk of perception of 
conflict with Mr Sefcovic’s mandate, see draft email to Cabinet below 

VP Sefcovic Pascale Ehrenfreund Option A, no comments 

VP Sefcovic Kristel Van Der Elst shape the mandate more precisely and Option B, mitigating measures 
linked to activity as CEO of Global Foresight Group, see draft email to 
Cabinet below 

VP Jourova Karel Bartak Option A, no comments 

VP Schinas Christos Stylianides Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Hahn Franz Schausberger Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Hahn Walter Deffaa Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Hogan Graham Meadows Option B, mitigating measures linked to outside activities as Chief and 
sole executive MC + TS-Europe SPRL, see draft email to Cabinet 
below 

Commissioner Hogan Declan Kelleher Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Schmit Nicolas Hazard Option B, mitigating measures linked to activity as Chief of his own 
company DORBELJIN, see draft email to Cabinet below 

Commissioner Schmit Andrea Nahles Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Gentiloni Enrico Giovannini Incompatibility of the status of Special Adviser with another contractual 
link with the European Commission, Consultant with JRC – separate 
email sent to the Head of Cabinet to ask Mr Giovannini’s choice 

Commissioner Gentiloni Stefano Manservisi Option B, mitigating measures linked to activities for the Istituto Affari 



Internazionali and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, see draft email to 
Cabinet below 

Commissioner Wojciechowski Mark Rogerson proposal of the Cabinet amended as we cannot impose restrictions on 
his other activities – Option B, mitigating measures in view of his 
clients, see draft email to Cabinet below 

Commissioner Reynders Yves-Alexande de Montjoye Option B, mitigating measures linked to activities as owner and director 
of Empirical Reality Ltd. and advisor (with shares) to Privitar, see draft 
email to Cabinet below 

Commissioner Reynders Bart Szewczyk Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Valean Wim van de Camp Option A, no comments 

Commissioner Sinkevicius Janez Potocnik Mr Potocnik’s activity as Co-Chair of the Forum for the Future of 
Agriculture (FFA) may be problematic in view of the “Founding 
Partners” being the European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) and 
Syngenta and, among the “Strategic Partners”, Cargill. When 
consulted by Cabinet SINKEVICIUS, we already addressed 
recommendations to this Cabinet but the latter did not consider it 
necessary to provide for mitigating measures (see the statement of 
assurance of 14 April and reply of Mr Vascega below) 

 
Institutional Special Advisers 
 

Commissioner Hahn Christian Pennera As it is the final extension, the Special Adviser was just asked to 
confirm no change of activity. Therefore, no further Statement of 
assurance needed 

Commissioner Hahn Maria Isabel Rofes i Pujol As it is the final extension, the Special Adviser was just asked to 
confirm no change of activity. Therefore, no further Statement of 
assurance needed 

Commissioner Hahn Jean Fossion Option B, mitigating measures linked to his independent 
consultant activities. Attached below the pre-filled form for your 
signature 

I also attach the final table that will go to the College with the mandates and number of days of work and of mission.  

 



As the one-month prior information to the Budgetary Authority was launched on 24 April, we could be ready for the 
designations to be decided by the College on 27 May 2020. In this case, the contracts could take effect on 1 June. 

All the best, 

Sue 

 
 

DRAFT EMAILS TO BE SENT BY DG HR TO THE CABINETS CONCERNED.  
 

Cabinet TIMMERMANS: Ms Laurence TUBIANA  

 

Cabinet BORRELL: Ms Nathalie TOCCI  

 

Cabinet SEFCOVIC: Mr Pascal LAMY  

Cabinet SEFCOVIC: Mr Bertrand PICCARD 
 
Cabinet SEFCOVIC: Ms Kristel VAN DER ELST  
 

Cabinet HOGAN : Mr Graham MEADOWS  
 
Cabinet SCHMIT: Mr Nicolas HAZARD  
 
Cabinet GENTILONI: Mr Stefano MANSERVISI  
 



Cabinet WOJCIECHOWSKI: Mr Mark ROGERSON  
 
Cabinet REYNDERS: Mr Yves-Alexandre DE MONTJOYE  
 
Cabinet SINKEVICIUS: Mr Janez POTOCNIK  
 

Cabinet HAHN : Mr Jean FOSSION 
  



 
Annex : 

 

STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FROM HR/VP JOSEP BORRELL OF NON-CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITH A VIEW TO 

THE APPOINTMENT OF MS NATHALIE TOCCI AS A SPECIAL ADVISER TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 

 

B/  I, the undersigned, Mr Pedro SERRANO, hereby declare that, notwithstanding the declaration of activities and the sworn statement declaring that there 

is no conflict of interest presented by Ms Nathalie TOCCI, a perception of potential risk for the Commission’s good name resulting from her activities for 

the Istituto Affari Internazionali and her independent and non-executive activities in Edison may still be there. Therefore, HR/VP BORRELL in offering a 

contract to Ms Nathalie TOCCI wishes to make it subject to a number of mitigating measures in order to reduce the perception of a potential conflict of 

interest. 

 In particular, it will be ensured that Ms Nathalie TOCCI does, in her capacity as Special Adviser, not have any influence on Commission decisions 

concerning the funding of Istituto Affari Internazionali. In addition, while acting as a Special Adviser, Ms Nathalie TOCCI shall abstain from having any 

bilateral contact with DG ENER and from intervening in the field of activities of EDISON. More generally, she shall abstain from any lobbying or advocacy 

with the Commission Services linked to her activities in EDISON. 

 

 

Please date and sign your declaration: 

 

Brussels, [Date] 

 

 



The Head of Cabinet 

 

 

Signature: 

 


