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Delegations present: all stakeholders were present. 

agenda was approved. 

virtual meeting. 
 

Beef market situation 
Pigmeat market situation 
Sales and consumption of meat: presentation by EuroCommerce 
Information on the EU agricultural promotion policy 

the beef sector, discussions showed the following: EU beef production increased slightly 
in the first quarter of 2020 but is likely to have decreased in the second quarter due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Since the gradual lifting of lockdown measures from week 19, a 
moderate price increase has been observed in most MS. While acknowledging the swift 
opening of private storage aid for beef, some stakeholders called for reviewing its 
functioning in view of possible future use. 

Future market developments will be affected by the strength of economic recovery following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the actions that will be taken under the Farm to Fork Strategy, the 
CAP budget that will be available under the MMF and how Brexit materialises. 

For the pigmeat sector, discussions reflected the good trade situation due to the Chinese 
import demand. The stakeholders also expressed their concerns related to logistics and 
competition with the USA. The continued COVID-19 clusters in slaughterhouses and 
Chinese scrutiny over imported food remains a concern of stakeholders. Stakeholders also 
noted the need for an ASF preparedness strategy for trade if the disease cannot be confined in 
the current regions and would spread to important pig producing countries. 
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A matter of concern remains the current evolution of meat consumption patterns in the 
European Union. In this respect, Eurocommerce provided a presentation on trends in sales of 
meat products from a retail perspective, in particularly during the COVID-19 lock-down 
period. 

Finally, the Commission reminded the members of the Economic Board of the ongoing 
public consultation on the evaluation of the EU agricultural promotion policy. 

Observatory will keep monitoring the situation and evolution of the beef and pigmeat 
markets paying particular attention to the challenges that the ASF situation, Brexit and other 
events of the kind pose for the immediate future. 

next meeting will take place on 26 October 2020 (provisional date). 
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Organisation NUMBER OF 

PERSONS 

CEJA 2 

CLITRAVI 3 

COPA 4 

COGECA 4 

ECVC 2 

EUROCOMMERCE 4 

UECBV 4 

Total 23 
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