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I would like to remind you that, since the very beginning of the organic production rules 
for livestock2 in 1999, there have been restrictions on the use of chemically synthesised 
veterinary medicinal products and longer withdrawal periods when such veterinary 
medicinal products were used, with the main objective to ensure consumer trust in the 
organic scheme. 

Under Regulation (EU) 2018/848, the co-legislators maintain these restrictions of use and 
longer withdrawal periods as stated in whereas (43) “Animal health management should 
mainly be based on the prevention of disease. In addition, specific cleaning and 
disinfection measures should be applied. The preventive use of chemically synthesised 
allopathic medicinal products, including antibiotics, should not be permitted in organic 
production. In the event of sickness or injury of an animal requiring immediate 
treatment, the use of such products should be limited to the minimum necessary to re-
establish the well-being of the animal. In such cases, in order to guarantee the integrity 
of organic production for consumers, the official withdrawal period after use of such 
medicinal products as specified in the relevant Union legislation should be double the 
normal withdrawal period and have a minimum duration of 48 hours”. The intentions of 
the co-legislators are then reflected in points 1.5.2.2 and 1.5.2.5 of Annex II, Part II of 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848 : “Disease shall be treated immediately to avoid suffering of 
the animal. Chemically synthesised allopathic veterinary medicinal products, including 
antibiotics, may be used where necessary, under strict conditions and under the 
responsibility of a veterinarian, when the use of phytotherapeutic, homeopathic and 
other products is inappropriate. In particular, restrictions with respect to courses of 
treatment and withdrawal periods shall be defined.” “The withdrawal period between 
the last administration to an animal of a chemically synthesised allopathic veterinary 
medicinal product, including of an antibiotic, under normal conditions of use, and the 
production of organically produced foodstuffs from that animal shall be twice the 
withdrawal period referred to in Article 11 of Directive 2001/82/EC, and shall be at least 
48 hours”.  

Please note also that the Commission has no empowerment to change these provisions in 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and hence, a change in these provisions would imply a 
legislative proposal of the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. 

There is indeed a change in the wording of these provisions compared with the current 
ones laid down in Article 24(5) of Regulation (EC) No 889/20083 which state “The 
withdrawal period between the last administration of an allopathic veterinary medicinal 
product to an animal under normal conditions of use, and the production of organically 
produced foodstuffs from such animals, is to be twice the legal withdrawal period as 
referred to in Article 11 of Directive 2001/82/EC or, in a case in which this period is not 
specified, 48 hours” and I fully agree that the consequences of this change of wording on 
withdrawal period need to be clarified to the sector. 

                                                 
2 See in particular whereas (16) and (17) and point 5.7 of the Annex to Council Regulation (EC )No 
1804/1999of 19 July 1999 supplementing Regulation (EEC )No 2092/91 on organic production of 
agricultural products and indications referring thereto on agri-cultural  products  and  foodstuffs  to  include  
livestock  production, OJ L 222, 24.8.1999, p. 1. 
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02008R0889-
20210101&qid=1621957465638&from=EN 
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My services have worked on this issue with the delegates at the Committee on Organic 
Production for several months now and explored with them the different possible legal 
interpretations of the provisions of point 1.5.2.5 of Annex II, Part II of Regulation (EU) 
2018/848, in particular of the wording “under normal conditions of use” and the 
reference to Article 11 of Directive 2001/82/EC. In this context, my services collected 
also information via a questionnaire on the current practices in terms of withdrawal 
periods and veterinary medicinal products in the Member States.  

Now, my services intend to issue an interpretative note explaining how to implement the 
provisions related to veterinary treatments and withdrawal periods of allopathic 
chemically synthesised veterinary medicinal products in organic livestock as laid down in 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848 before its entry into application on 1 January 2022. 

Yours sincerely, 

p.o. Michael SCANNELL 
in absence of Wolfgang 

BURTSCHER 

Art. 4.1(b) Privacy
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