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I would like to thank you for your letter of 21 June 20211 on the impact of the EU-Morocco 
Association Agreement on the European fruit and vegetables and, in particular, the tomato 
markets, to which Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis asked me to reply.

The Commission follows closely the market evolution of key agricultural products, 
including fruits and vegetables and, in particular, tomatoes, using tools and databases that 
allow it to react quickly in case of possible market disturbances. One key instrument is also 
the Fruit and Vegetable Market Observatory, of which the tomatoes sub-group is convened 
twice a year and we are grateful for Copa and Cogeca's continued active participation.

The Commission takes a European-wide approach and works in the interests of all EU 
citizens, economic operators and the good functioning of the single market. Concerning the 
market of fresh tomatoes, there are important production centres in both the North and 
South of Europe, with higher intra-EUflows than extra-EU imports.

Looking at imports of fresh tomatoes from Morocco more in detail, our most recent data 
covering the last quota period (1st October 2020 to 31st May 2021) shows that imports 
from Morocco have remained stable compared to the previous year and tariff-free imports 
only used 91% of the allotted quota.

Concerning the EU-Morocco Association Agreement, the import quota levels for tomatoes 
were part of a comprehensive agricultural agreement with that country. The current 
agreement strikes a careful balance between the trade interests of both parties and 
reopening it at this stage could trigger requests for compensations or new concessions.
Therefore, no revision is foreseen at this point.
On the flat-rate import values, there was a wide discussion in 2014 on a possible update of 
the methodology for the calculation of the overall import values for tomatoes. This 
involved an extensive consultation of Member States and sectoral decision-makers. That
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consultation process resulted in an agreement on a change in the calculation methodology, 
which was implemented in the same year. The Commission does not intend to review the 
methodology.

Finally, I should stress that it is of key importance that fruit and vegetable growers 
affiliate to producer organisations to benefit from those measures intended to address 
market imbalances as well as to strengthen their negotiating power in the supply chain. 1 
count on Copa and Cogeca ’s unique position as representatives of the growers and the 
cooperatives to join me in my continued calls to the actors in the sector to further organise 
themselves in their best interest.

Yours sincerely,
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