




7. Mining Law and exploitation rights: As stated by Rio Tinto, the Mining Law of 1995 was 
considered as conservative by the government, who proceeded with amending it in 2006 in 
an attempt to modernise the industry by aligning the legislation with international practise, 
with the aim to attract more international investments in Serbia. The amended law provides 
that a company, which is offered exploration rights, may be granted with an exploitation 
permit, under the provision that all necessary permits are obtained. This particular provision 
is the basis for the principle of continuity, which exists in various legal systems worldwide. The 
right of the actual exploitation of the field is created only when a construction permit is 
obtained. Both Ministries of Mining and of Construction are involved in the process for 
obtaining the final permit.  
 

8. Strategic Partnership on Raw Materials: Rio Tinto has been confused with the behaviour of 
the government, which on the one hand engages with the European Commission on a 
strategic partnership on raw materials and batteries, while on the other hand announces the 
annulment of the spatial plan of the Jadar project. The company inquired on the stance of 
EUD on the partnership  informed on the interest of both sides on a partnership on (a) 
integration of (critical) raw material and battery value chains (b) cooperation on research and 
innovation (c) alignment with environmental, social and governance criteria.  
 

9.  reiterated that the project could offer an opportunity for the establishment of an 
integrated value chain in Serbia, provided it was conducted in line with the highest 
environmental standards. However, it was upon the government to make such decisions. The 
EU in any event, could not favour any specific company, and would continue to follow the 
developments.  




