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Migrants rescued

Sea 17/12/2013 1 63041

Following a satellite signal, a helicopter of the Italian Navy 

spotted a rubber boat with about 100 people on board. A vessel 

intercepted the target, rescuing 110 migrants in distress. On the 

rubber boat one body of a migrant was found. The lifeless body 

was transered to the vessel.

109

Sea 17/02/2014 2 65878

Maritime Rescue Sub-Centre (MRSC) Palermo received a 

phone call from a satellite phone inside a migrant boat, informing 

that they needed assistance. After requesting information from 

the satellite phone company, the boat was signalled to be still in 

Libyan Search and Rescue (SAR) area. MRCC Rome declared 

a SAR event, informed  MRCC Tripoli and instructed a nearby 

merchant vessel to redirect to the identified spot. The merchant 

vessel  intercepted a boat with about 120 people on board. The 

crew transshipped the migrants and two dead bodies and 

headed towards  Augusta harbour.

121

Sea 18/03/2014 1 67380

A rubber boat was sighted with approx. 150 migrants on board. 

A vessel was sent to the targe, and rescued 104 irregular 

migrants, among which one man was dead and another  was 

transported by helicopter to Catania for needed medical 

104

Sea 08/04/2014 1 68424

A merchant vessel intercepted a boat with migrants on board, 

sailing towards the Italian coast. A SAR event was declared. All 

migrants were rescued except one man which was found dead. 

Everyone was transported to Catania harbor.

117

Sea 06/05/2014 1 70254

A rubber boat was sighted with migrants on board. The Italian 

Navy intercepted the rubber boat and declared a SAR event, 

took the migrants on board and transported them to Pozzallo.  

103 migrants were rescued and one dead body was found. 

102

Sea 12/05/2014 17 70989

A tug intercepted a boat in distress with about 200 migrants on 

board. A SAR event was declared, as the boat was sinking. 206 

migrants were rescued and 17 were found dead. Everyone was 

transported to Catania harbour.

206

EPN Hermes 

2013

EPN Hermes 

2014



Sea 07/06/2014 5 73194

Maltese Return Coordination Centre (RCC), following a satellite 

phone alert, dispatched a civilian motor vessel to intercept one 

rubber boat with migrants on board. The target was intercepted 

and a SAR event was declared. 105 migrants were found, 3 of 

them dead. All of the migrants were transshipped to the civilian 

vessel and taken to Pozzallo harbour. While attempting rescue 

operations, a rubber dinghy hit the gangway and deflated. 

Consequently some migrants fell in the water and 2 of them 

died.

100

Sea 13/06/2014 10 74140

A rubber boat was sighted with migrants on board. The target 

was intercepted and a SAR event was declared. 39 migrants 

were found, 10 of them dead. All the migrants were taken on 

board.

39

Sea 14/06/2014 1 74295

MRCC Rome, following a satellite phone alert, dispatched a 

merchant ship to intercept one boat with migrants on board. The 

target was intercepted and a rescue operation was launched. 

535 migrants were found, one of them dead. All the migrants 

were transshipped on to a civilian vessel and carried to Augusta 

harbour.

536

Sea 20/01/2014 11 64389

A suspicious target was spotted in the sea area. A Hellenic 

Coast Guard patrol vessel arrived on the spot and detected a 

fishing vessel under a Turkish flag, in distress with migrants on 

board. For safety reasons (due to intense swell) the Hellenic 

Coast Guard vessel started to tow the fishing vessel with the 

migrants on board towards the Greek coast. During the towing 

the migrants claimed that two of them fell in the sea. All migrants 

moved to the right side of the boat and as a result the fishing 

boat capsized and immediately sank. All migrants on the deck 

fell in the sea. A SAR operation was launched by the Hellenic 

Coast Guard and 16 persons were rescued. They later claimed 

that another 12 migrants were trapped inside the cabin of the 

boat.

16

On shore 03/02/2014 1 64987

The above-mentioned migrants were apprehended by the 

Hellenic Coast Guard at the shore. They claimed that they were 

compelled by the facilitator to fall in the sea and that one person 

was missing. The Hellenic Coast Guard immediately rescued the 

boat and the body of one drowned person was found.

8
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2014
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Sea 17/03/2014 7 67211

The Hellenic Joint Rescue Coordination Center was informed 

about a capsized boat with 17 migrants on board. A SAR 

operation was launched. 6 migrants were rescued by the Turkish 

Coast Guard vessel and 2 by a merchant vessel. All of them 

were delivered to a Hellenic Coast Guard vessel, which 

transferred them to Lesvos. 2 dead bodies were detected by a 

Hellenic Coast Guard vessel. 5 more bodies were found inside 

the capsized boat and 2 others were missing. 

8

On shore 15/04/2014 1 68765

The Hellenic Coast Guard was informed of the disembarkation 

of migrants at the coastal area of Kos from a speedboat. A 

Hellenic Coast Guard vessel rushed to the area and detected 

the speedboat with one operator heading at high speed towards 

Turkey. The Hellenic Coast Guard boat attempted to intercept 

the high-speed boat by the repeated use of sound signals, but 

the operator refused to comply and tried to escape by making 

dangerous maneuvers and repeated attempts to intentionally 

ram the Hellenic Coast Guard boat. The Hellenic Coast Guard 

crew tried to immobilize the high-speed boat with the use of 

warning shots at safe areas and towards the outboard engine of 

the speedboat, resulting in the fatal injury of the skipper, possibly 

due to projectile deflection. Later the same morning, 7 migrants, 

who had disembarked at the coastal area of Kos from the above 

mentioned speedboat, were apprehended. The body of the 

deceased trafficker was transferred to Kos Local Hospital.

7

Sea 05/05/2014 22 70188

Two capsized boats were detected north of Samos Island with a 

number of migrants in the sea. Immediately a SAR operation 

was launched. 36 migrants were rescued by the Hellenic Coast 

Guard and 4 dead bodies were recovered from the sea. 

Everyone was transferred to the port of Vathi-Samos Island. The 

capsized boat was towed to the port of Vathi by fishing vessels 

that were assisting the SAR operation, accompanied by a 

Hellenic Coast Guard vessel. 18 dead bodies trapped inside the 

boat were found by Hellenic Coast Guard personnel.  

36

BCP 21/05/2014 1 71864

The Hellenic Coast Guard found an unconscious migrant inside 

a cargo truck in the port of Igoumenitsa. The medical personnel 

that arrived immediately at the spot ascertained his death.

N/A
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On shore 03/06/2014 1 72932

15 migrants left from the Turkish coast to Greece in an inflatable 

rubber boat. During their trip the boat sank and the migrants fell 

into the sea. 14 of them managed to get to shore in the rocky 

area of Tsonia while one more was found drowned in the nearbly 

sea area and was  recognized by the rescued migrants. All of 

14
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