
DOCUMENT 1 
• Ref. Ares(2015)468652 - 05/02/2015 

From: joaquin almunia 
Sent: Wednesday 4 February 2015 18:37 
To: DAY Catherine (SG) 
Subject: My activities after leaving the Commission 

Dear Catherine, 
More than three months after leaving the Commission, I wish to inform you 
about my post term-of-office activities. I hope that all of those will 
comply 
with the Code of Conduct. 
I have accepted to become member of some Advisory Committees of a number 
of 
think-tanks focused on the european integration issues: Notre Europe, 
Friends 
of Europe, European Policy Center, Center for European Reform and 
Foundation 
for European Progressive Studies. 
I have accepted to become member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto Business 
School as well as of EASAC (European Academies Scientific Advisory 
Council). 
From an academic perspective, I have been proposed as Visiting Professor 
in 
Practice of the European Institute at the London School of Economics, 
Visiting 
Fellow of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard 
University, and Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European 
and 
International Law at the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). 
And finally, I intend to sign a contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, 
S.L." 
to manage my participation in Conferences and Events. 
Of all these activities, the only one that can imply in the future some 
professional revenues is this one. 
I hope this information complies with the provisions of the Code of 
Conduct, 
but in any case I look forward to receiving the clearance of SECGEN, and 
in 
particular of the Ethics Unit. 
Warmest regards, 
Joaquin Almunia 
Former Vice-President of the EU Commission 
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From: e (SG) 
Tuesday 10 February 2015 14:13 Sent: 

To: 
Cc: 

ί I(SJ) 
ι (SG) 

FW: Projet de décision de la Commission sur les activités de M. Almunia 
E-mail M. Almunia à CD 04.02.2015.pdf; Draft Décision activités M. Almunia.doc 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: High 

Ares(2015)556251 

From: 
Sent: 09 February 2015 18:14 
To: 

(SG) 

(SJ) 
Subject: FW: Projet de décision de la Commission sur les activités de M. Almunia 

Je te prie de bien vouloir trouver ci-joint le projet de décision relatif aux activités notifiées par M. Almunia ainsi que 
son e-mail du 4 février à la Secrétaire générale. 
Merci de bien vouloir donner l'accord ou les observations du SJ. 
Cette consultation sera également envoyée via ARES. 
Nous voudrions soumettre cette décision à la prochaine réunion du Collège (mercredi 18 février) et l'avis du SJ serait 
dès lors apprécié avant ce jeudi 12 février, 15 heures. 

Τ 

European Commission 
ecretariat General 

ι 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION 

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term 
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to 
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to 
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits. 

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904 
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which 
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have 
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned 
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it 
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee. 

On 4 February 2015, three months after the end of his mandate as member of the 
Commission, former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia informed the Commission about 
the different professional engagements he has accepted vis-à-vis several think-tanks and 
several academic/research institutions. Mr Almunia also informed the Commission about 
his intention to sign a contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L." 

Activities with think tanks 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has accepted to become a member of the 
advisory committees of a number of think-tanks focused on issues related to the 
European integration, namely: "Notre Europe", "Friends of Europe", the European Policy 
Center, the Center for European Reform and the Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies. 

The Services of the Commission considered the nature of the above referred entities, 
which are well known think-tanks active in the field of the European integration, and the 
non-remunerated character of Mr Almunia's activities with these entities. They also 
considered the position taken by the Commission in its previous decisions on similar 
post-mandate activities. The Ad hoc Ethical Committee's opinion on these activities was 
therefore not requested. 

The Services came to the conclusion that the Commission could be invited to approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged activities with the five above mentioned entities, subject, 
mutatis mutandis, to the conditions stipulated with regard to similar activities of other 
former Members of the Commission. 

Activities with Academic/Research institutions. 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has been proposed as Visiting Professor in 
Practice of the European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow 
of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, and as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International Law at 
the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). 



Мг Almunia also accepted to become a member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto Business 
School as well as of the Science Advisory Council of "European Academies" (EASAC). 
None of these activities will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission considered that these academic activities do not present any 
risk of incompatibility either with Mr Almunia's former function as Member of the 
Commission or with the interests of the Institution. On this basis, the Ad hoc Ethical 
Committee was not requested to provide its opinion on these activities. 

Contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L. 

Mr Almunia informed that the contract which he intends to sign with the "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L". aims at managing his participation in conferences and events. He 
underlined that this contract might lead him, in the future, to accept commitments which 
will be remunerated. 

The Services öf the Commission noted that, in two previous decisions, the Commission 
has considered that the arrangements which other Members of the Commission wished to 
conclude with similar agencies ("Speakers Bureaux") were compatible with article 245(2) 
of the TFEU provided that the former Commissioners involved commit to respect the 
confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by the Commission and to 
abide by their obligations to behave with integrity and discretion and that the former 
Commissioners involved refused any specific engagement which might conflict with 
their obligations above mentioned. 

The Services of the Commission considered that the Commission could approve Mr 
Almunia's envisaged contract subject to the same conditions. 

The Commission is invited: 

(1) to decide that the activities envisaged by former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia 
as member of the Advisory Committees of "Notre Europe", of "Friends of 
Europe", of the European Policy Center, of the Center for European Reform and 
of the Foundation for European Progressive Studies are compatible with Article 
245(2) of the TFEU on the condition that Mr Almunia abstains, during eighteen 
months after his term of office, from lobbying activity with the Commission and 
its services on matters linked to his former portfolio, for the above referred 
entities and/or for interests or entities they might wish to promote; 

(2) to decide that Mr Almunia's activities as member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto 
Business School as of the Scientific Advisory Council of "European Academies" 
(EASAC) are compatible with Article 245(2) of the TFEU; 

(3) To decide that the contract which Mr Almunia wishes to establish with "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L" is compatible with article 245(2) of the TFEU provided that 
Mr Almunia respects his obligations deriving from articles 245 and 339 of the 
TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably the 
protection of the confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by 



the Commission dwing his two mandates and that he refuses any specific activity 
which might conflict with his obligations above mentioned. 

to instruct the Secretary General to inform Mr Almunia about the present 
decision, yet drawing his attention to the conditions stipulated with regard to 
some of his notified activities. 



JSG] 

From: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx 
Sent: Thursday 12 February 2015 13:06 
To: J (SG) 
Subject: Ares: New Document - sj.f(2015)670717/Title: Avis du SJ - Projet de décision de ia 

Commission sur les activités de M. Almunia 

You received a new 
document: 

J 
Mv Documents 

Title Avis du SJ - Proiet de décision de la Commission sur les activités de M. Almunia 

Recipient(s) - - -

Sent by • • (SJ.F) 

Save number sj.f(2015)670717 

Registration number Ares(2015)596778 

Document date 12/02/2015 

Registration date , 12/02/2015 

Sensitivity level Handling restriction 

Marking information Opinion of the Legal Service 

Comment(s) The Legal Service can give its agreement to the draft decision subject to the remarks 
enclosed. 

Attachment(s) Draft Décision activités M Almunia (2).doc 

Remark: the hyperlinks work only from the Commission's computer network. If you want to access Ares via the 
Internet or the scientific network (JRC), use the following link:https://mvremote.ec.europa.eu/app/ 
The EEAS staff located in the KO buildings will have to connect to ARES by using the following 
link:http://intracomm.ec.testa.eu/Ares 

Please click on 'Preferences' in Notis Web interface http://www.cc.cec/notis to set your notification options, including 
preferred language. 

1 



rf**** ϋ»"* 

(SG) 

From: I (SJ) 
Sent: Thursday 12 1-eDruarv лл ö 10:12 
To: (SG) 
Cc: ' (SG); < ι (SG) 
Subject: Draft Decision activities M Almunia 
Attachments: Draft Décision activités M Almunia (2).doc 

«...» 

The Legal Service can give its agreement to the draft decision subject to the remarks enclosed. 

Regards, 
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION 

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term 
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to 
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to 
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits. 

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904 
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which 
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have 
ceased to hold office! The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned 
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it 
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee. 

On 4 February 2015, three months after the end of his mandate as member of the 
Commission, former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia informed the Commission about 
the different professional engagements he has accepted vis-à-vis several think-tanks and 
several academic/research institutions. Mr Almunia also informed the Commission about 
his intention to sign a contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L." 

Activities with think tanks 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has accepted to become a member of the 
advisory committees of a number of think-tanks focused on issues related to the 
European integration, namely: "Notre Europe", "Friends of Europe", the European Policy 
Center, the Center for European Reform and the Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies. 

The Services of the Commission considered the nature of the above referred entities, 
which are well known think-tanks active in the field of the European integration, and the 
non-remunerated character of Mr Almunia's activities with these entities. They also 
considered the position taken by the Commission in its previous decisions on similar 
post-mandate activities. The Ad hoc Ethical Committee's opinion on these activities was 
therefore not requested. 

The Services came to the conclusion that the Commission could be invited to approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged activities with the five above mentioned entities, subject, 
mutatis mutandis, to the conditions stipulated with regard to similar activities of other 
former Members of the Commission. 

Activities with Academic/Research institutions. 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has been proposed as Visiting Professor in 
Practice of the European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow 
of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, and as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International Law at 
the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). 



Mr Almunia also accepted to become a member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto Business 
School as well as of the Science Advisory Council of "European Academies" (EASAC). 
None of these activities will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission considered that these academic activities do not present any 
risk of incompatibility either with Mr Almunia's former fonction as Member of the 
Commission or with the interests of the Institution. On this basis, the Ad hoc Ethical 
Committee was not requested to provide its opinion on these activities. 

Contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L. 

Mr Almunia informed that the contract which he intends to sign with the "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L". aims at managing his participation in conferences and events. He 
underlined that this contract might lead him, in the future, to accept commitments which 
will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission noted that, in two previous decisions, the Commission 
has considered that the arrangements which other Members of the Commission wished to 
conclude with similar agencies ("Speakers Bureaux") were compatible with article 245(2) 
of the TFEU provided that the former Commissioners involved commit to respect the 
confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by the Commission and to 
abide by their obligations to behave with integrity and discretion and that the former 
Commissioners involved refused any specific engagement which might conflict with 
their obligations above mentioned. 

The Services of the Commission considered that the Commission could approve Mr 
Almunia's envisaged contract subject to the same conditions. 

*** 

The Commission is invited: 

(1) to decide that the activities envisaged by former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia 
as member of the Advisory Committees of "Notre Europe", of "Friends of 
Europe", of the European Policy Center, of the Center for European Reform and 
of the Foundation for European Progressive Studies are compatible with Article 
245(2) of the TFEU on the condition that Mr Almunia abstains, during eighteen 
months after the end of his mandatu from lobbying activity with the Commission { Deleted: his term of office ļ 
and its services on matters linked to his former portfolio, for the above referred 
entities and/or for interests or entities they might wish to promote; 

(2) to decide that Mr Almunia's activities as Visiting Professor in Practice of the 
European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow of the 
Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International 
Law at the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland) and as member of the "Consejo" 
of the Deusto Business School and, of the Scientific Advisory Council of Deleted: as J 
"European Academies" (EASAC) are compatible with Article 245(2) of the 
TFEU; 



ļ (3) To decide that the contract which Mr Almunia wishes to conclude with Deleted: establish ~) 
"Thinking Heads Group, S.L" is compatible with article 245(2) of the ITHU 
provided that Mr Almunia respects his obligations deriving from articles 245 and 
339 of the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably 
the protection of the confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with 
by the Commission during his two mandates and that he refuses any specific 
activity which might conflict with his obligations above mentioned. 

(4) to instruct the Secretary General to inform Mr Almunia about the present 
decision, yet drawing his attention to the conditions stipulated with regard to 
some of his notified activities. 



DOCUMENT 3 

COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE 

SECRÉTARIAT GÉNÉRAL 

Bruxelles, le 13 février 2015 

COMMISSION INTERNE 

OJ 2116 

ACTIVITES APRES CESSATION DE FONCTION 
D'UN MEMBRE DE LA COMMISSION 

Communication de M. le PRESIDENT 

Cette question est inscrite à l'ordre du jour de la 2116ème réunion de la Commission 
le 18 février 2015. 

C(2015) 915 

Destinataires : Membres de la Commission 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION 

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term 
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to 
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to 
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits. 

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904 
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which 
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have 
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned 
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it 
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee. 

i 
On 4 February 2015, three months after the end of his mandate as member of the 
Commission, former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia informed the Commission about 
the different professional engagements he has accepted vis-à-vis several think-tanks and 
several academic/research institutions. Mr Almunia also informed the Commission about 
his intention to sign a contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L." 

Activities with think tanks 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has accepted to become a member of the 
advisory committees of a number of think-tanks focused on issues related to the 
European integration, namely: "Notre Europe", "Friends of Europe", the European Policy 
Center, the Center for European Reform and the Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies. 

The Services of the Commission considered the nature of the above referred entities, 
which are well known think-tanks active in the field of the European integration, and the 
non-remunerated character of Mr Almunia's activities with these entities. They also 
considered the position taken by the Commission in its previous decisions on similar 
post-mandate activities. The Ad hoc Ethical Committee's opinion on these activities was 
therefore not requested. 

The Services came to the conclusion that the Commission could be invited to approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged activities with the five above mentioned entities, subject, 
mutatis mutandis, to the conditions stipulated with regard to similar activities of other 
former Members of the Commission. 

Activities with Academic/Research institutions. 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has been proposed as Visiting Professor in 
Practice of the European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow 
of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, and as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International Law at 
the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). 



Mr Almunia also accepted to become a member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto Business 
School as well as of the Science Advisory Council of "European Academies" (EASAC). 
None of these activities will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission considered that these academic activities do not present any 
risk of incompatibility either with Mr Almunia's former function as Member of the 
Commission or with the interests of the Institution. On this basis, the Ad hoc Ethical 
Committee was not requested to provide its opinion on these activities. 

Contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L. 

Mr Almunia informed that the contract which he intends to sign with the "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L". aims at managing his participation in conferences and events. He 
underlined that this contract might lead him, in the future, to accept commitments which 
will be remunerated. 

J 

The Services of the Commission noted that, in two previous decisions, the Commission 
has considered that the arrangements which other Members of the Commission wished to 
conclude with similar agencies ("Speakers Bureaux") were compatible with article 245(2) 
of the TFEU provided that the former Commissioners involved commit to respect the 
confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by the Commission and to 
abide by their obligations to behave with integrity and discretion and that the former 
Commissioners involved refused any specific engagement which might conflict with 
their obligations above mentioned. 

The Services of the Commission considered that the Commission could approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged contract subject to the same conditions. 

* * *  

The Commission is invited: 

(1) to decide that the activities envisaged by former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia 
as member of the advisory committees of "Notre Europe", of "Friends of Europe", 
of the European Policy Center, of the Center for European Reform and of the 
Foundation for European Progressive Studies are compatible with Article 245(2) 
of the TFEU on the condition that Mr Almunia abstains, during eighteen months 
after the end of his mandate, from lobbying activity with the Commission and its 
services on matters linked to his former portfolio, for the above referred entities 
and/or for interests or entities they might wish to promote; 

(2) to decide that Mr Almunia's activities as Visiting Professor in Practice of the 
European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow of the 
Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International 
Law at the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland) and as member of the "Consejo" 
of the Deusto Business School and of the Scientific Advisory Council of 
"European Academies" (EASAC) are compatible with Article 245(2) of the 
TFEU; 



(3) to decide that the contract which Mr Almunia wishes to conclude with "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L" is compatible with article 245(2) of the TFEU provided that 
Mr Almunia respects his obligations deriving from articles 245 and 339 of the 
TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably the 
protection of the confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by 
the Commission during his two mandates and that he refuses any specific activity 
which might conflict with his obligations above mentioned; 

(4) to instruct the Secretary General to inform Mr Almunia about the present 
decision, yet drawing his attention to the conditions stipulated with regard to 
some of his notified activities. 



DOCUMENTS 

Н Ref. Ares(2015)691821 - 18/02/2015 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL 

The Secretary General 

Brussels, 
SG/B3 Ares(20tø 

Mr Joaquin Almunia 

By e-mail to: 

Dear Mr Almunia, 

I am pleased to inform you that the Commission decided, during its 2116th meeting of 18 
February 2015, that: 

• your envisaged activities as member of the advisory committees of "Notre Europe", of 
"Friends of Europe", of the European Policy Center, of the Center for European Reform 
and of the Foundation for European Progressive Studies are compatible with Article 
245(2) of the TFEU on the condition that you abstain, during eighteen months after the 
end of your mandate, from lobbying activity with the Commission and its services on 
matters linked to your former portfolio, for the above referred entities and/or for interests 
or entities they might wish to promote; 

• your envisaged activity as Visiting Professor in Practice of the European Institute at the 
London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of 
European Studies at Harvard University, as Correspondent Member of the Competence 
Center of European and International Law at the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland) 
and as member of the "Consejo" of the Deusto Business School and of the Scientific 
Advisory Council of "European Academies" (EASAC) are compatible with Article 
245(2) of the TFEU; 

• the contract which you wish to conclude with "Thinking Heads Group, S.L" is 
compatible with article 245(2) of the TFEU provided that you respect your obligations 
deriving from articles 245 and 339 of the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for 
Commissioners, and notably the protection of the confidentiality and the collegiality of 
the matters dealt with by the Commission during your two mandates and that you refuse 
any specific activity which might conflict with your obligations above mentioned. 

Please find enclosed the text of Commission Decision C(2015) 915. 

Yours sincerely 

Enel: Commission Decision C(2015) 915 
Cc: Mr Selmayr 

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. +32 22991111 
Office: BERL 13/173 - Tel. direct line +32 229-58312 - Fax +32 229-93229 

Catherine Day 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/ 
Catherine.day@ec.europa.eu 



COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE 

SECRÉTARIAT GÉNÉRAL 

Bruxelles, le 13 février 2015 

COMMISSION INTERNE 

OJ 2116 

ACTIVITES APRES CESSATION DE FONCTION 
D'UN MEMBRE DE LA COMMISSION 

Communication de M. le PRESIDENT 

Cette question est inscrite à l'ordre du jour de la 2116éme réunion de la Commission 
le 18 février 2015. 

C(2015)915 

Destinataires : Membres de la Commission 



MEMORANDI JM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION 

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term 
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to 
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to 
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits. 

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904 
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which 
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have 
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned 
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it 
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee. 

On 4 February 2015, three months after the end of his mandate as member of the 
Commission, former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia informed the Commission about 
the different professional engagements he has accepted vis-à-vis several think-tanks and 
several academic/research institutions. Mr Almunia also informed the Commission about 
his intention to sign a contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L." 

Activities with think tanks 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has accepted to become a member of the 
advisory committees of a number of think-tanks focused on issues related to the 
European integration, namely: "Notre Europe", "Friends of Europe", the European Policy 
Center, the Center for European Reform and the Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies. 

The Services of the Commission considered the nature of the above referred entities, 
which are well known think-tanks active in the field of the European integration, and the 
non-remunerated character of Mr Almunia's activities with these entities. They also 
considered the position taken by the Commission in its previous decisions on similar 
post-mandate activities. The Ad hoc Ethical Committee's opinion on these activities was 
therefore not requested. 

The Services came to the conclusion that the Commission could be invited to approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged activities with the five above mentioned entities, subject, 
mutatis mutandis, to the conditions stipulated with regard to similar activities of other 
former Members of the Commission. 

Activities with Academic/Research institutions. 

Mr Almunia informed the Commission that he has been proposed as Visiting Professor in 
Practice of the European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow 
of the Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, and as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International Law at 
the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). 



Mr Almunia also accepted to become a member of the "Consejo' of the Deusto Business 
School as well as of the Science Advisory Council of "European Academies" (EASAC). 
None of these activities will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission considered that these academic activities do not present any 
risk of incompatibility either with Mr Almunia's former function as Member of the 
Commission or with the interests of the Institution. On this basis, the Ad hoc Ethical 
Committee was not requested to provide its opinion on these activities. 

Contract with the "Thinking Heads Group, S.L. 

Mr Almunia informed that the contract which he intends to sign with the "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L". aims at managing his participation in conferences and events. He 
underlined that this contract might lead him, in the future, to accept commitments which 
will be remunerated. 

The Services of the Commission noted that, in two previous decisions, the Commission 
has considered that the arrangements which other Members of the Commission wished to 
conclude with similar agencies ("Speakers Bureaux") were compatible with article 245(2) 
of the TFEU provided that the former Commissioners involved commit to respect the 
confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by the Commission and to 
abide by their obligations to behave with integrity and discretion and that the former 
Commissioners involved refused any specific engagement which might conflict with 
their obligations above mentioned. 

The Services of the Commission considered that the Commission could approve 
Mr Almunia's envisaged contract subject to the same conditions. 

* * *  

The Commission is invited: 

(1) to decide that the activities envisaged by former Vice-President Joaquin Almunia 
as member of the advisory committees of "Notre Europe", of "Friends of Europe", 
of the European Policy Center, of the Center for European Reform and of the 
Foundation for European Progressive Studies are compatible with Article 245(2) 
of the TFEU on the condition that Mr Almunia abstains, during eighteen months 
after the end of his mandate, from lobbying activity with the Commission and its 
services on matters linked to his former portfolio, for the above referred entities 
and/or for interests or entities they might wish to promote; 

(2) to decide that Mr Almunia's activities as Visiting Professor in Practice of the 
European Institute at the London School of Economics, as Visiting Fellow of the 
Minda de Gunzburg Center of European Studies at Harvard University, as 
Correspondent Member of the Competence Center of European and International 
Law at the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland) and as member of the "Consejo" 
of the Deusto Business School and of the Scientific Advisory Council of 
"European Academies" (EASAC) are compatible with Article 245(2) of the 
TFEU; 



to decide that the contract which Mr Almunia wishes to conclude with "Thinking 
Heads Group, S.L" is compatible with article 245(2) of the TFEU provided that 
Mr Almunia respects his obligations deriving from articles 245 and 339 of the 
TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably the 
protection of the confidentiality and the collegiality of the matters dealt with by 
the Commission during his two mandates and that he refuses any specific activity 
which might conflict with his obligations above mentioned; 

to instruct the Secretary General to inform Mr Almunia about the present 
decision, yet drawing his attention to the conditions stipulated with regard to 
some of his notified activities. 


