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H.E. Mr Daniel Mitov 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria 
H.E. Ms Keit Pentus-Rosimannus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia 
H.E. Mr Péter Szijjártó 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary 
H.E, Mr Edgars Rinkēvičs 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia 
H.E. Mr Linas Linkevičius 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania 
H.E. Mr Bogdan Aurescu 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania 
H.E. Mr Miroslav Lajčák 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovakia 

Dear Colleagues. 

Thank you for your letter of 15 December 2014, in which you raise the importance of visa 
liberalisation, a strategic area for our relations within the Eastern Partnership (EaP), 

The European Commission fully shares your views on the importance of the visa liberalisation 
process as a means of implementing reforms in the Justice and Home Affairs area, and increasing 
people-to-people contacts. The visa liberalisation process is having a tangible impact on the life of 
citizens from the partner countries. 

The visa-free regime with the Republic of Moldova in force since 28 April 2014 is a very 
significant achievement in this respect. It is a clear success story, as several hundred thousand 
Moldovan citizens have already benefitted trom it by now and very few abuses have been reported. 
The Moldovan example confirms that hard work in the areas of visa liberalisation, visa facilitation 
and mobility can bring great benefits юг the citizens in partner countries as well as in the LU itself. 
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We welcome that Ukraine and Georgia have moved to the second phase of the Visa Liberalisation 
Action Plan (VLAP). VLAP assessment missions have been launched by the European Commission 
at the end of 2014 and will continue early this year. The EU has been continuously encouraging 
Ukraine and Georgia to focus on the sustainable implementation of the envisaged reforms and has 
been providing extensive guidance and assistance. The results of the assessment missions of the 
second phase of the VLAP implementation will be reflected in reports to be issued in advance of the 
Riga Summit. 

While the EU is ready to do its utmost in order to finalise the visa liberalisation process based on 
the agreed methodology without any unnecessary delays, the efforts to fulfil the second phase 
benchmarks lie entirely with the partner countries. Visa-free regime is not only about mobility, but 
also about migratory and security risks that some of the Member States might be facing. In this 
regard, we appreciate the Member States' readiness expressed in your letter to support the VLAP 
process in all partner countries. 

Positive trends have been observed in Armenia in the implementation of the Visa Facilitation and 
Readmission Agreements, and the Mobility Partnership. We confirm readiness to continue assisting 
Armenia both in the implementation of the agreements and in the Mobility Partnership In 
Azerbaijan. Visa Facilitation and Readmission Agreements entered into force in September 2014. 
and it has not been possible yet to take stock of their implementation. This will be done in due time 
in the framework of the respective Joint Committees established under these agreements. Provided 
that the conditions for well managed and secure mobility are in place, the EU remains committed to 
the shared objective of visa free travel with Armenia and Azerbaijan, including by launching visa 
dialogue with these countries. 

In 2014 two rounds of negotiations on Visa Facilitation and Readmission Agreements with Belarus 
took place and a third one is planned for early 2015. The Belarusian side has indicated that the 
target for them is to sign these agreements at the Riga Summit, however several issues remain. We 
spare no efforts in solving them. Equally, negotiations with Belarus on a Mobility Partnership will 
start as soon as the EU agrees on a common text. 

Taking stock of the progress already made at different levels in the partners countries, the EU 
remains firmly committed to the shared objective to enhance the mobility of citizens in the 
framework of the Eastern Partnership in a secure and well-managed environment. This remains one 


