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1. Aim

The 2im of this report is to provide G4 with background elemznts on “eco

terrorism; and assist in preparing an answzr to the requsst for informztion frOT@gj
5 viorking for ARTE tslzvision

2.  Content and issue(s)

Deun;tlon _Eurepsl doss net Lse th=> tcm €eo terrorizm, bm raﬂ;xar “single-
issua terronsm which applies for.example, to criminal nctlvféies“’b Animzl
Rights Extremlsts '

We would rethsr consdar eco terrorism 'z "&s per the 'dzfintt
Encyelopeede Britzaniea: destruction or fhreat of
s—nvzmnnant by states, gmups, Or.individyals -

e sh

- erencebetwe.—.n smg!e issus extremism and terrorism is often
difficult to evidence and depends upon the policy of the competant
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SLEIOIMIES N each gittha ‘toneernsd 1 aiber States. é‘é@ﬂ.é%émpg.g vould

3 TRAS R M e ) ey SR S AN )I =3,
bz :the destruction "o genetleally medified crops, get yilifeh, In most
casss, is consider2d as extremism but ‘can somedimss b2 prosecuted as a
terrorist offence. While the'EU has provided tha 145 vith a éommion stratggy

to fight terrorism, it should be remiinded that each 145 remains fully
respansible For the secdrity of its own population and for Iaballing 3 criminal
case as extremist or terrorism related, This, in turn, impacts on the
legitimacy of Europol’'s potential involvamant in the case. Prior to January
2010, Europol's m=ndate was very restrictive.

« In the EU, Animal Rights extremism mainly targsts the pharmaceutical
Industry; “howeaver, other forms of single-issuz terrorism/extremism are
reporied by thz MS, such as attacks against the fur industry or even ths
meat industry.

¢ Europol only Tocuses on crimas committed in these fiz
of environmsntel activitizs. Our datebsses zre ungz
thz IS5 to ensure thzt we do not store unlewiul dzte,

* The trends idzntifizd show that ths ARE phznomznon which dzvelopad in th
United Kingdom eround the Stop Huntingdon Animaz| Cruslty (SHAC) h
moved to thz continznt, where the number of incidents hzs increas

a
sharply. However, actuslly theredls. a.
reporied to-Eurgpy
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ORE viorrying Tastorts that ARE s a metivating factor for somz violence-
pronz groups to launch spzcific campzigns, A numbsr of ressarch centres
and soms individuzls working for ths pharmaceutical industry have bazn
directly targsted, mzinly by mzans of erson ettacks,

3. Theway forward

previous chzgteFTaliaToxg the bzckaround of

discussion#ig B >
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After epproval P:X Europol’s dirzctorats, thz specific points davelopzd in t
Ui o] ths pos t
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