
European Parliament 

Brussels, 29 January 2016 

Dear First Vice-President Timmermans, High Representative/Vice-President Mogherini, 

On 27 January, renowned Turkish journalists Can Dündar and Erdem Gül have been informed that 
they both faced one aggravated life sentence, one ordinary life sentence and 30 years in jail on 
charges of revealing state secrets. These claims are based on an article Dündar published in 
Cumhuriyet newspaper, a major Turkish newspaper of which Gül was the Ankara bureau chief. The 
article claims to show proof that a consignment of weapons from the Turkish government seized at 

the border in January 2014 was bound for Islamist rebels in Syria. Similar penalties are usually 
reserved for cases involving violent crimes. As such they have a chilling effect on press freedom and 
freedom of expression in Turkey. 

The indictment prepared by Istanbul Deputy Chief Public Prosecutor ¡rfan Fidan accuses Dündar and 
Gül of "gathering secret state documents for the purposes of political and military espionage," 
"attempting to topple the government of the Republic of Turkey or attempting to stop either 
partially or totally the government from fulfilling its duties" and "deliberate support for a terrorist 
organization without being a member." The two men are accused of being "accomplices" of a so-
called Gülenist Terror Organization/Parallel State Structure (FETÖ/PDY). According to the indictment, 
the purpose of the report published in Cumhuriyet was "to create the perception in Turkey and in 
the world that Turkey was helping terrorist organizations to associate the government with 
terrorism." 

Both the charges and the proposed sentences have serious implications for Turkey's already poor 
press freedom record. I urge you to urgently call for the release of both men, who have already 
spent 65 days in pre-trial detention. In your intensified contacts with the authorities in Turkey, in the 
context of the so-called deal on migration, there must be room for other urgent matters, including 

the freedom of expression, particularly for Can Dündar and Erdem Gül. 

Sincerely, 

Marietje Schaake (ALDE) 
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