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1. E-cigarettes on the EU market  (I)

• Disposable, rechargeable and refillable electronic 

cigarettes
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1. E-cigarettes on the EU market (II) 

¾ Products appeared on the EU market around 2007

¾ In 2010/2011 the market was estimated at 400 to 500 mEUR and 

growing rapidly (20-30% monthly)

¾ 340% increase in market in the UK and 500% retail sales increase in 

Ireland in 2013

¾ Tobacco industry is entering the e-cigarette market in Europe 

(purchase of companies, launch of products)

¾ Prediction that the market may overtake the tobacco market in 

Europe 

¾ In a 2012 survey of European citizens, 7% had tried e-cigarettes and 

1% were regular users (Eurobarometer 2012). New figures for 2014 to 

be released soon
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2. Regulation of E-cigarettes before TPD

In 2013, EU Member States regulated e-cigarettes differently

¾ 11 Member States considered electronic cigarettes pharmaceuticals 
¾ 8 considered them consumer products 
¾ 6 had no specific regulation in place 
¾ 1 applied the same provisions as tobacco products 
¾ 1 banned these products

Provisions varied between Member States

¾ Maximum threshold 
¾ Prohibition of sales to minors
¾ Advertising restrictions
¾ Prohibition of brand stretching

→ Need for EU regulation of E-cigarettes
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3. Provisions on E-cigarettes in TPD (I)

• The new Tobacco Products 

Main elements of the TPD

Directive (TPD)

9 Ingredients

•

in force since 20 May 2014

9 Packaging and labelling

•

transposition deadline 19 May 2016

9 Illicit trade

• E-cigarettes – one of the

key elements in the TPD

9 E-cigarettes

9 Cross border distance sales

• Regulation of e-cigarettes

9 Novel tobacco products

with nicotine

9 Herbal products for smoking
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3. Provisions on E-cigarettes in TPD (II)

• Regulates electronic cigarettes as consumer products (but allows 

EU Member States to classify electronic cigarettes as medicines if 

the conditions of the pharma legislation are fulfilled)

• Introduces safety and quality requirements at EU level

• Sets packaging and labelling requirements

• Requires notification, market surveillance and reporting to the 

EU Member States

• Prohibits cross border advertising and regulates cross border 

distance sales
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Thank you!

Any questions?

Further Information

http://ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/products/revision/index_en.htm
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