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The European Union (EU) and the United States of America (US) are historical and natural 
partners in economic, legal, social and environmental values. This is particularly the case for 
agriculture and all the sectors involved, including Crop Protection. I n a global context,

global community. In order to achieve effective collaboration and find mutual benefits, the 
partners need to improve their relations in all aspects, including the regulatory framework.

The European Crop Protection Association (ECPA) and CropLife America (CLA) strongly welcome 
the initiative to establish a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), which will 
boost employment and economic growth, not only in the two regions, but globally as well. TTIP 
also brings a unique opportunity to boost innovation in agriculture on both sides, through a better 
regulatory environment, which encourages investment and trade.

The EU and the US have the most highly developed pesticide regulatory systems in the world, 
which ensure the highest levels of protection for human health and the environment. Combined, 
the crop protection markets in these two regions overshadow the rest of the world. However, 
there are differences in the regulation of crop protection products which have broad potential for 
intermediate and long-term negative impacts on trade in agricultural commodities, and raise costs 
for producers on both sides of the Atlantic.

A harmonised risk assessment framework for pesticide regulation is necessary to ensure the 
highest level of consumer and environmental protection, while promoting international trade, 
creating jobs, and enhancing social and economic viability of the EU and the US.

Many regulatory issues could benefit from greater cooperation between the EU and the US. Our 
proposals focus on the following areas of collaboration:

1. Sectoral negotiation on agricultural chemicals: ECPA and CLA propose to the EU and US 
negotiators a sectoral negotiation on agricultural chemicals as part of a single undertaking, 
which should aim to analyze the current divergences in both regulatory systems, explore ways to 
promote cooperation and harmonization, and find solutions to emerging trade problems.

2. Risk assessment as the basis for the regulatory framework: CLA and ECPA strongly support the 
use of risk assessment as the basis for the pesticide regulatory process for all active substances 
and plant protection products. Risk assessment includes hazard identification, hazard 
characterization, and exposure assessment. We request our EU and US negotiators to take 
necessary steps toward the inclusion of science-based risk assessment as the unified basis for 
pesticide regulation. Without science-based risk assessment as the basis of pesticide regulation, 
any additional requests for regulatory convergence are unattainable. Furthermore, risk 
assessment is a fundamental principle of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on 
the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS), to which the EU and US are 
signatories.

3. Harmonization regarding Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs): Under a risk assessment framework 
for pesticide regulation, ECPA and CLA seek significant harmonization in the processes for 
establishing MRLs. MRLs (and the MRL setting processes) are a key element of a unified 
framework among the EU and the US.

4. Protection of intellectual property: ECPA and CLA support robust protection of intellectual 
property, and specifically Confidential Business Information (CBI). The EU and US should agree to 
promote a common set of minimum standards in free trade negotiations with other countries. 
These standards should include 10 years for protecting regulatory data, and the protection of 
CBI, in line with Article 39 of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property

partnerships make allies stronger and more competitive in the long run, but also benefit the

Rights (TRIPS).
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