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Speaking points 

 

• Glyphosate is the world’s most widely used herbicide. Every 

decision on glyphosate will affect EU farmers' competitiveness as 

well as certainty on supply from imports because glyphosate is used 

worldwide. 

 

• Clearly, we are all aware of the controversy which this renewal 

application is generating. Public opinion in MS is now driving the 

respective positions of those MS.  

 

 

  

 

• The recent report of the WHO cancer agency IARC that classified 

glyphosate as probably carcinogenic to humans should not be 

dismissed. But EFSA concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose 

a carcinogenic hazard to humans.  

 

• EU MS were involved with EFSA in the re-assessment of 

glyphosphate and all but one agreed that neither the 

epidemiological data (on humans) nor the evidence from animal 

studies demonstrated causality between exposure to glyphosphate 

and the development of cancer in humans. 





In several north western European countries glyphosate can be applied pre-harvest for weed 
control, to enhance ripening of crops (desiccant properties) to reduce crop losses, and to help 
manage determinate crops in wet seasons. In physiologically mature grains only very few 
glyphosate should be translocated into the grain. Pre-harvest use accounts for a minor 
percentage of the total glyphosate application. Mainly winter cereals and rape seed are treated. 
South European climate lets crops typically ripen fully, so pre-harvest use of glyphosate is not 
normally recommended. 

Worldwide, pre-harvest use of glyphosate concerns all cereals, rape seed, soybeans, legumes. 

There is growing awareness of and criticism on pre-harvest uses of plant protection products. 
DG SANTE already started works for a legislative act leading to restrict these uses – not 
glyphosate specific and independent from the current legal act. 




