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Rough translation of article about FRA in Austrian newspaper KURIER on 5 July 2007,
page 3

Fundamental Rights Agency:
Turbulence about anonymous accusations: “failed start” and “waste”

Considerable noise around an anonymous letter which circulates in Vienna, Target: the
Vienna-based EU Fundamental Rights Agency. Core of the accusations: Four months
after establishing the Agency its start looks like a failure. A clear work assignment is said
to be missing, and so is a qualified Director. On top of this: After Director Beate Winkler
will have left mid July, the Head of the administration unit would take over as interim
(acting director), although there would be investigations against him pending at the Court
of Auditors. ' ‘ ' '

A setious accusation, considering that the Fundamental Rights Agency came into being
on 1 March 2007 only after great resistance anyway: Already the effectiveness of its
predecessor, the Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, had been criticised.
Against the upgrading to become an EU Agency there was resistance lately in particular
in Germany. :

The accusations — which apparently stem from the surroundings of the Agency —locate a
“huge scandal” because of waste of tax payers’ money. These accusations are not left
uncontradicted neither in the Agency in Vienna nor in the surroundings of the responsible
Justice Commissioner Franco Frattini. In reality, the timeline for setting up the Agency is
fully kept: The responsible Management Board has been nominated on time and meets
for the first time next week, underlined the spokeswoman of the Agency, Waltraud

~ Heller, to Kurier.

Concerning the nomination of a Director and the setting up of a Multi-annual Framework,
the timeline as stipulated is kept. And: In absence of the Director it is always the most
senior official who takes over the substitution.

Commission and Agency point at their (earlier) announcement that 2007 will be a year of
transition and that “the Fundamental rights Agency is expected to be fully operational
only in 2008”. The Agency has three key tasks: collecting information and data, advising
the BU arid its Member States, and supporting dialogue with civil society. It currently has
37 staff members and for 2007 a budget of 14 Million Euro. 2012 it shall be 22 Million
Euro and up to 100 staff members.

.Control

Concerning the accusations, Herbert Boesch, president of the budget conttol committee
in the European Parliament will “closely follow these things. This story must be of
interest to us”, underlines the SP-Parliamentarian.

. A stronger control of all Agencies is called for by European Parliamentarian Hubext
* . Pirker (OeVP). “This is about the transfer of tax payers’ money, at which we must look




closely. I have never been a friend of the Agencies, it is the BU Commission who should
take over these tasks.”

-The Parliament is involved in the nomination of the new Head of the Agency. In July, the

Parliamentarians will receive the short list of candidates, in September there will be
hearings in the Parliament. The best candidate will then be proposed to the Commission,

Otto Klambauet




