
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Task Force for the Preparation and Conduct of the Negotiations with the United Kingdom under 
Article 50 of the TEU

Deputy Chief Negotiator

Brussels, 0 9 10 17
tf50(2017)5438211

By registered mail with AR 

Abdul Hai
119 Back Church Lane
London
El 1LT
United Kingdom

By email: ask+request-4563- 
17ba73a4@asktheeu.org

Subject: Your request registered under Gestdem reference No 2017/5472

Dear Mr Hai,

We refer to your e-mail dated 13 September in which you submitted a request, registered 
on 20 September 2017 under the above-mentioned reference number.

You asked for the minutes of the meeting between Michel Bamier and Jeremy Corbyn, 
Leader of the Opposition, Nicola Sturgeon, First Minister of Scotland and Carwyn Jones, 
First Minister of Wales. You also asked: "Can you tell me under what authority is Michel 
Barnier meeting the United Kingdom Leader of the Opposition, First Minister of 
Scotland and the First Minister of Wales?"
"Will Mr Barnier be meeting other United Kingdom politicians for example the leader of 
the UK1P parliamentary group or the leader of the UK Conservative group in the 
parliament who is also a leader of one of the European Parliament's political groups?” 
"Can you confirm if the European and British taxpayer be paying for the costs of this 
meeting? "
"Will Mr Barnier be discussing the prospect of a Labour government? "
"Will officials be there in the meeting? "
"What does Mr Barnier hope to achieve as he is appointed to deal with United Kingdom 
officials and the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union?"
"What other 3rd parties not directly connected with Brexit does Mr Barnier plan to have 
meetings with or has had meetings with? "

We identified the following documents in relation to your application:

- Ares(2017)4278771, Minutes of the meeting with Mr Corbyn, 13 July 2017
- Ares(2017)4182877, Minutes of the meeting with Ms Sturgeon, 13 July 2017
- Ares(2017)4597993, Minutes of the meeting with Mr Jones, 13 July 2017
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In his capacity as Chief Negotiator, Michel Bamier regularly meets Heads of State or 
Government, ministers, national and European parliamentarians, social partners and 
international organisations and other stakeholders.

You can find more information about Mr Barnier's meetings on the dedicated website. 
Mr Barnier's transparency register lists all his meetings with stakeholders, as per the 
Commission's Decision on the publication of information on meetings held between 
Directors-General of the Commission and organisations or self-employed individuals:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/stakeholder-outreach-concerning-article-50-negotiations-
united-kingdom-2017-mar-13 en

Mr Barnier's public calendar lists his meetings with ministers or other high-ranking 
public figures:

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/meetings-held-michel-barnier en

With reference to your question about who pays the costs of these meetings, we can only 
reply on behalf of Mr Bamier, for whom the European Commission covers the travel and 
representation costs out of the EU budget.

The answers to your other questions can be found in the minutes provided.

Please note that the name of the officials who do not occupy any senior management 
position have been blanked out in the minutes provided in accordance to Article 4(1 )(b) of 
Regulation 1049/2001 (protection of the privacy and integrity of the individual), as 
explained below.

Article 4(1 )(b) provides that "the institutions shall refuse access to a document where 
disclosure would undermine the protection of privacy and integrity of the individual, in 
particular in accordance with Community legislation regarding the protection of 
personal data”.

In accordance with Article 8(b) of Regulation 45/2001, personal data shall only be 
transferred to recipients if the necessity to disclose the personal data has been established 
and there is no reason to assume that the legitimate rights of the persons concerned might 
be prejudiced. These conditions are cumulative.

As the Court also ruled, if the applicant does not provide any express and legitimate 
justification in order to demonstrate the necessity for the personal data to be transferred, 
the Commission cannot weigh up the interests, and the request must therefore be 
refused1 2.

In the present case, we note that you have not put forward any arguments to substantiate 
a need to obtain the above-mentioned personal data, nor any specific interest in obtaining 
these data. Furthermore, it cannot be assumed that the legitimate interests of the official 
concerned would not be prejudiced by the disclosure.

Therefore, in accordance with Article 4(1 )(b) of Regulation 1049/2001, access to the 
personal data contained in the documents requested has to be refused, as the need for

1 Judgment of 29 June 2010, C-28/08 P, paragraphs 77-78.
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public disclosure has not been substantiated, and it cannot be assumed that the disclosure 
would not prejudice the legitimate rights of the individuals concerned.

Please note also that Article 4(1 )(b) of Regulation 1049/2001 does not include the 
possibility for the exception defined therein to be set aside by an overriding public 
interest.

In case you would disagree with the above assessment, you are entitled, in accordance 
with Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, to introduce a confirmatory application 
requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 
of this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address:

European Commission 
Secretary-General 
Transparency unit SG-B-4 
BERL 5/282 
B-1049 Bruxelles
or by email to: sg-acc-doc@,ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,
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