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Key points:

[ NOTRELEVANT TO THE REQUEST 1

- Asregards the possible launch of EU-US FTA negotiations, COM (C. Sorensen) explained that
the recently published interim report of the High-Level Working Group (HLWG) on Jobs &
Growth only gave recommendations, but did not include any commitment to actually open FTA
negotiations with the US. First a political agreement would be needed, if this would be the case
it may be expected that the Commission negotiating directives would be approved by the
Council in the first half of 2013 (probably around spring 2013). The preparatory steps would also
necessarily include an impact assessment stage. Stakeholders are currently being consulted on
the various issues important for a possible agreement between the EU and US. Asked by FE
whether such negotiations may be used to address the important issue of significant differences
in EU and US carbon policies, PPB clarified that such issues would not be subject to FTA
negotiations but needed to be raised in a broader context. For instance, this could possibly be
addressed in international climate change negotiations.



