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The Council of Europe is the continent’s 
leading human rights organisation. 
It comprises 47 member states, 28 of which 
are members of the European Union. 
All Council of Europe member states have signed up to 
the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed 
to protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law.
The European Court of Human Rights oversees 
the implementation of the Convention in the member states.

Evaluating drug policy is an integral part of a cost-efficient 
approach to tackle illicit drugs. This report takes a first 
step towards a systematic analysis, by examining a set of 
representative attempts to estimate public expenditure 
on supply reduction interventions. It proposes a common 
set of definitions, aiming to establish a common basis for 
understanding this topic and facilitating comparability in three 
main dimensions: time, policy and countries. Although it is 
mainly confined to supply reduction expenditures, in order to 
set the context, it describes the proportion that total drug-
related expenditure represents of national public spending and; 
presents the balance between demand and supply reduction 
spending for a number of European countries. Finally, with the 
aim of facilitating and promoting future empirical expenditure 
studies and of setting the ground for the development of 
good practices, relevant data sources and methodologies 
applied are listed and discussed and examples of sectorial 
models of public spending are selectively provided.



ENG

PREM
S 062717

www.coe.int

PUBLIC 
EXPENDITURE 

ON SUPPLY 
REDUCTION 

POLICIES

Authors: 
Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen 

Claudia Costa Storti 
Thomas Kattau 

Sania Mikulic 
Fatima Trigueiros 

Fivos Papamalis 
Laura Piscociu 

Victor Tsarev

The Council of Europe is the continent’s 
leading human rights organisation. 
It comprises 47 member states, 28 of which 
are members of the European Union. 
All Council of Europe member states have signed up to 
the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed 
to protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law.
The European Court of Human Rights oversees 
the implementation of the Convention in the member states.

Evaluating drug policy is an integral part of a cost-efficient 
approach to tackle illicit drugs. This report takes a first 
step towards a systematic analysis, by examining a set of 
representative attempts to estimate public expenditure 
on supply reduction interventions. It proposes a common 
set of definitions, aiming to establish a common basis for 
understanding this topic and facilitating comparability in three 
main dimensions: time, policy and countries. Although it is 
mainly confined to supply reduction expenditures, in order to 
set the context, it describes the proportion that total drug-
related expenditure represents of national public spending and; 
presents the balance between demand and supply reduction 
spending for a number of European countries. Finally, with the 
aim of facilitating and promoting future empirical expenditure 
studies and of setting the ground for the development of 
good practices, relevant data sources and methodologies 
applied are listed and discussed and examples of sectorial 
models of public spending are selectively provided.


