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I am writing to you in my capacity as Shadow Secretary of State for lnternational Trade, Europe, Energy and

Climate Change to congratulate you on your recent appointment by the Commission as the senior negotiator

for the preparation and conduct of the European Union's negotiations with the United Kingdom in advance of

our pending withdrawal from the union.

I am concerned to establish the basis upon which such negotiations will take place and the preparedness of

both the European Union and the United Kingdom for such discussions. ln this respect, I would be extremely

grateful if you could set out what preparations your office has undertaken in advance of any formal

commencement of proceedings (by way of exercising Article 50). Could you kindly confirm what

correspondence The Commission or indeed your office has had with the WTO regarding all advice sought by

and given to the UK.

I would be grateful if you might indicate whether you consider it would be desirable to agree an extension to

the two year period prior to the invocation of Article 50 and what preliminary discussions have been had with

the United Kingdom government about how the negotiations will be managed and the parameters within

which they will be conducted.

I would be keen to meet with you, at your convenience, in the coming weeks to discuss these matters further

and to this end I have asked my office to get in touch with yours,

MP
Secretory of Stqte for Internotional Trade, Energy, Europe & Climote Change

Yours sincerely,
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