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Subject: Invitation to the workshop on possible approaches to a multilateral
reform of the investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) system

Dear Colleague,

We are pleased to invite you to a workshop on possible approaches to a multilateral reform of the 
investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) system. The workshop will take place on 21 September 
2017 in the COEX Convention & Exhibition Centre in Seoul. Korea in the margins of the ASEM 
meeting.

Recent years have witnessed a growing debate on the need of reform of the international 
investment dispute settlement system and potential new mechanisms that could replace it. For 
many countries, the functioning of the existing ISDS system, as well as its fragmentation 
resulting from the co-existence of over 3.000 bilateral investment treaties, have spurred a 
reflection process about the development of a new system, which would provide for a more 
independent, impartial and transparent adjudication system with increased legal certainty and 
predictability. Discussion on such possible reforms are taking place in different international 
settings, including within the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL), which has recently given a mandate to one of its Working Groups to engage into 
further work on a multilateral reform of ISDS.

The upcoming workshop in Seoul will host international speakers from academia, representatives 
of various governments involved in ISDS reform discussions, as well as speakers from 
UNCITRAL and the EU. Tlie presentations will be followed by inter-active discussions with 
participants. For further information please find enclosed the draft programme of the Workshop.

We would be pleased if you would accept to jom us for this workshop and to share your views on 
this important topic. We would be grateful if you could confimi attendance by the 8 September 
2017 at TRADE-F2-MULTILAT-lNVEST-DS@ec.euiOoa.eu· If you are unable to attend, but are 
nevertheless interested in the topic, please feel free to contact the officials responsible in the 
European Commission, by sending an e-mail to @ec.eurooa.eu or

@ec.europa.eu for further discussion.

Yours sincerely

[e-sign ed] 
Denis REDONNET
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