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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

- DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MOBILITY AND TRANSPORT

*
* ok

Directorate E - Aviation
E.4 - Aviation safety

Brussels,
MOVE.DDG2.E4/KDV/mnm

Mr Alexander FANTA
netzpolitik.org
Schdnhauser Allee 6-7
10119 Berlin
GERMANY

By e-mail: ask+request-5937-
d5h81fe9@asktheeu.org

Subject: Your application for access to documents — Ref GestDem No 2018/4897
Dear Sir,

We refer to your e-mail of 18 September 2018 in which you make a request for access to
documents relating to the Zephyr initiative of Airbus. Your request was duly registered on
19 September 2018 under the above-mentioned reference number.

The documents requested are the following ones:

e Meeting notes and documents (emails, etc.) concerning the Airbus Zephyr
drone project
e Communications with other DG's and entities concerning Zephyr

Following our research in the administrative system, we enclose a scan of the only document
found. It relates to a meeting that took place on 24 April 2018 that was of an informative
nature. There are no known communications with other DGs or other entities.

This document was drawn up for internal use under the responsibility of the relevant
services of the Directorate-General for Transport. It solely reflects the services’
interpretation of the interventions made and does not set out any official position of the
third parties to which the document refers, which was not consulted on its content. It does
not reflect the position of the Commission and cannot be quoted as such.

The document to which you have requested access contains personal data, in particular
names.

Pursuant to Article 4(1) (b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, access to a document has to be
refused if its disclosure would undermine the protection of privacy and the integrity of the

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111
Office: DM24 05/139 - Tel. direct line +32 229-66545

Joachim.Luecking@ec.europa.eu


mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxx.xxx
mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxx.xxx

individual, in particular in accordance with Community legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. The applicable legislation in this field is Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community institutions
and bodies and on the free movement of such data™.

When access is requested to documents containing personal data, Regulation (EC) No
45/2001 becomes fully applicable .

According to Article 8(b) of this Regulation, personal data shall only be transferred to
recipients if they establish the necessity of having the data transferred to them and if there is
no reason to assume that the legitimate rights of the persons concerned might be prejudiced.

We consider that, with the information available, the necessity of disclosing the
aforementioned personal data to you has not been established and/or that it cannot be assumed
that such disclosure would not prejudice the legitimate rights of the persons concerned.
Therefore, we are disclosing a version of the documents requested in which these personal
data have been redacted.

In case you would disagree with the assessment that the redacted data are personal data which
can only be disclosed if such disclosure is legitimate under the applicable rules on the
protection of personal data, you are entitled, in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation
1049/2001, to make a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this
position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt of
this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address:

European Commission
Secretary-General
Transparency unit SG-B-4
BERL 5/288

B-1049 Brussels or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

Yours faithfully,

Joachim LUCKING
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From:

Sent: mardi 24 avril 2018 17:43

To: /(MOVE); . m (MOVE);
(MOVE); C* - 3 (MOVE); ¢ ¢ (MOVE); |
(MOVE)

Subject: Drones - meeting with Facebook and Airbus - high altitude drones - 24.04.2018

+ net with = “or Facebook) and # /(
for Airbus High Altitude Programs).
The purpose of the meeting was to give a state of play of this project and see how it could be
accommodated through a global (EU) regulatory framework
(http://www.airbus.com/defence/uav/zephyr.html).
Zephyr should bring High Altitude Pseudo-Satellites and fill the a capability gap between satellites and
UAVSs to provide connectivity.
The 70kg drones would run exclusively on solar power during some 90 days and be deployed in the strato-
sphere (FL55-80), above the weather and above commercial air traffic layer
To facilitate deployment the companies are promoting a “user-centric” approach without a formal “flight
rules” approach.
In Europe such project could be deployed in a smart cities approach.
Conclusions:
The project

should link with the general smart cities approach;

could become part of the EU demonstrator network; and

could presented during the next high level drone conference in Amsterdam.
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