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This note concerns all staff, delegates and visitors to GSC buildings.
The GSC has adopted a new access policy, following the entry into service of the Europa building and the need to better account for occupants during major incidents.
The new policy will help provide a better service to the Council and reinforce a number of key safety and security principles:
1. Clear separation of the controlled zone where business takes place (meeting rooms and offices) from the public zone accessible to unaccompanied visitors and media representatives;
Better oversight of people entering and leaving the controlled zone to ensure that there is a clear record of who is inside our most sensitive workspaces at any time;
Wider use of more secure electronic ID systems replacing paper badges wherever possible;
Strict enforcement of the escorting policy within controlled zone for registered visitors and media representatives.
The new policy will be implemented in two stages:

Stage 1 - Starting 10 July 2017
It will be mandatory to badge in and out of the controlled and public zones in all GSC buildings;
All paper badges currently used e.g. for delegates from capitals and registered visitors will be replaced by temporary electronic Council ID badges valid for a day;
The new electronic delegate and visitor badges will be collected at exits via the badge collectors at the exits in Justus Lipsius and Lex or manually by the guards in Europa on the day of their expiry. A new badge will be provided if a person wishes to re-enter the GSC buildings on the same day;
Registered visitors no longer need to be picked up at the main entrances. You can meet them anywhere in the public zones to escort them into the controlled zones.
Stage 2 - Beginning of 2018 -
New Council ID badges will be produced with a new design reflecting the access rights visibly.
The mandatory security checks on entry for regular badge holders (e.g. trainees, retired staff, staff of other EU institutions) will be implemented at all entrances of Justus Lipsius, Lex and Europa.
You can download an information leaflet summarising the key features of the new policy.
William SHAPCOTT
For further information please contact:
Directorate for Safety and Security, Security Accreditation
E-mail: security.accreditation@consilium.europa.eu
Phone : +32 (0) 2 281 78 50
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