
Head of Cabinet Mimica meets with Rev. Dr Mwombeki, General Secretary of the All African 

Council of Churches 

Brussels, 27/11/2018 15:00 

Introduction and scene-setter:  

- You will be meeting with Rev. Dr Mwombeki, General Secretary of the All African Council of 
Churches (AACC), hosted by the Brussels office of the German Protestant development 
organisation Brot für die Welt. Rev. Dr Mwombeki would like to present and discuss with you 
the views and roles of the African churches on topical issues such as demographic challenges, 
conflicts, human rights violations, and migration within and outside Africa. You will be 
accompanied by Sofia Lemmetyinen, in charge of freedom of religion or belief in DEVCO B1. 

- The organisation: With 173 member churches in 40 African countries, the AACC is the largest 
association of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Indigenous churches. It is specialized in 
interfaith mediation and diplomacy and is mandated by the African Union (AU) Commission 
to coordinate interfaith consultations on AU policies. The AACC has established an interfaith 
platform to coordinate positions and action with faith organizations beyond their 
membership including Muslim, Catholic and other faith institutions in different countries 
(DRC, Chad, Congo Brazzaville, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon and Central African 
Republic). AACC conducts high-level interfaith diplomacy to resolve and mediate conflicts on 
the African continent (e.g. in South Sudan, Mozambique, DRC, Ethiopia, Burundi), and 
creates interfaith awareness about faith institutions’ responsibility and involvement in 
upholding good governance, accountability and democratic transition, so as to prevent 
conflict before, during and after elections (e.g. in Kenya).  

- DEVCO and African churches: In its development cooperation, the European Commission 
engages in dialogue and consultation of Faith-Based Organisations (FBOs), including churches 
in Africa. During the past years, it has provided financial support to FBOs on the continent. 
However, to date, DEVCO does not have a mechanism to systematically categorise initiatives 
undertaken by FBOs, primarily due to the principles of non-discrimination (i.e. non-
distinction) of secular versus faith-based beneficiaries. The below projects are a few 
anecdotal examples collected from concerned services. 
 

Examples of ongoing projects to support churches/FBOs in Africa:   

- Regional intercultural dialogue project (Burundi, Egypt, Kenya, South Sudan, Tanzania and 
Uganda): Selected under the Development Cooperation Instrument’s Global Public Goods 
and Challenges (DCI-GPGC) call for proposals on intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity, 
the EU is supporting the action “Communities richer in diversity – CRID” to enhance 
understanding, tolerance and respect for cultural and religious diversity among 14,400 youth 
at risk of radicalisation in the six target countries. The action is implemented by the Council 
of Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA) in partnership with the African Council of Religious 
Leaders (ACRL) and Faith to Action Network (F2A). Concerned about radicalisation in the 
region, CAPA has put together an alliance of all major interfaith networks in Africa (incl. 
AACC) – to contribute towards positive changes within these different contexts. CAPA is an 
Associate Member of AACC. Within the scope of the project, AACC provides expert input into 
research and knowledge management methodologies, especially in the development of case 
studies, documenting interfaith and intercultural practices and developing alternative 
narratives.  Key issues identified in the project will be tabled to the African Union for 
discussion and policy making. (EU contribution: 1.9 million EUR, duration: 01/04/2018 - 
31/03/2022). 

Ref. Ares(2019)2896665 - 30/04/2019Ref. Ares(2019)3226033 - 16/05/2019



- In Zimbabwe, the European Commission supports the Zimbabwe Council of Churches, 
through Danish Church Aid, with an action entitled “Churches Convergence on Peace 
(CCOP)” under the Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP) (EU contribution of 
650,000 EUR). This initiative will leverage the Church’s social capital, moral authority and 
mobilisation capacity, to both deter and diffuse politically motivated violence in the 2018 
election and ensure that a free, fair and credible election is held in Zimbabwe. It focuses on 
strengthening the capacity of church structures, selected local communities and civil society 
organisations to promote peace, community cohesion and peaceful dispute resolution. 

- In South Sudan, the European Commission works with the South Sudanese Council of 
Churches. They have developed an Action Plan for Peace, which DEVCO supports through 
Norwegian Church Aid under the European Development Fund (EDF).  (2016/371-163). 

- CAR Conciliation Resources?? 
- Finally, the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) supports civil 

society/FBOs in promoting freedom of religion or belief around the world: a pre-condition for 
any FBO to operate and express themselves. Noteworthy though is that very few recent 
proposals and selected projects target Africa (currently only one project with global scope 
has FBO implementers in Nigeria).  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 

Contact: 

Sofia Lemmetyinen (person accompanying), DEVCO B1, tel. -67724 
Virginia Manzitti, DEVCO B1/Special Envoy Jan Figel’s team, tel. -61270  

 

  



Background: 

DEVCO support to FBOs:  

Several funding instruments managed by DEVCO have supported or currently support FBOs. 

Following a first call for proposal on intercultural dialogue in 2017, three regional intercultural and -

religious dialogue projects, with two in Africa, are currently being financed by the Development 

Cooperation Instrument – Global Public Goods and Challenges (DCI-GPGC) for a period of 2018-

2020. Total EU contribution: . The two projects in Africa: 

Under the DCI thematic programme on Civil Society Organisations and Local Authorities (DCI-CSO-

LA), 263 grant contracts were signed with FBOs in the period from 2007 to 2016, amounting to €150 

million or around 9 % of the total envelope.  

Since 2016, DEVCO has a Framework Partnership Agreement with one FBO, Cooperation 

Internationale pour le Developpement et la Solidarite Internationale (CIDSE). A new contract with 

CIDSE will be signed under DCI-CSO-LA by the end of 2018.  

Through the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), a number of FBOs 

working on freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) have been supported., and projects involving FBOs in 

the countering violent extremism are supported under the Instrument contributing to Stability and 

Peace. Finally, geographic instruments managed by NEAR (European Neighbourhood Instrument 

(ENI) and Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) have also occasionally supported intercultural 

initiatives.       

BASIS request: Please prepare a one pager with relevant and updated information on our work with 

churches in AFRICA 

 

Original request by Brot fur die Welt 

In view of the discussions and programmes around an increased engagement of the EU, its member 

states, companies and civil societies with and in Africa, we would like to ask you for a meeting with 

the new General Secretary of the All African Council of Churches, Rev. Dr. Mwombeki. 

In view of the inner African developments, societal changes and some progress in different fields, but 

also in view of the growing population, conflicts, changing situation of families, human rights, 

migration within and outside Africa, etc. he would like to present and discuss with you the views and 

roles of the African churches on the various topics. 

http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/latest-news/115-election-of-a-new-aacc-general-secretary 

 

The All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) 

The All Africa Conference of Churches is a fellowship of churches and institutions working together in 

their common witness to the gospel by : Mobilizing to live faithfully the message of God's love 

http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/latest-news/115-election-of-a-new-aacc-general-secretary


Nurturing a common understanding of the fait ; Interpreting and responding to challenges to human 

dignity Acting prophetically in word, life, and services for healing 

The AACC has 133 member churches and 32 associate councils of churches in 39 countries, 

representing 120 million Christians in Africa. It is engaged in a thorough process of reconfiguring 

ecumenical relationships and cooperation in the continent, by integrating the churches, national 

councils, sub-regional fellowships and the continental body itself into a coherent network. The 

head office of the AACC is in Nairobi, Kenya; there is a regional office in Lomé, Togo. 

The AACC focus on  relevant issues that confront the continent, and to provide a platform of 

collective voices and collective action. Its foundational programmes are theology, mission and 

evangelism, ecumenical growth and interfaith relations. Core issues on its agenda include social 

and economic justice (overcoming poverty), health and wholeness (HIV/AIDS) and international 

relations (governance, ethics and morality). Its vision is "Called to work together for Life, Justice, 

Truth and Peace".  

 

The AACC General Committee on the 5th April 2018 unanimously elected Rev. Dr. Fidon Mwombeki 

as the new General Secretary to take over from Rev. Dr. Andre Karamaga. 

 

AACC is member of the  World Council of Churches (WCC), which  is the broadest and most inclusive 

among the many organized expressions of the modern ecumenical movement, a movement whose 

goal is Christian unity. ????  

 

The WCC brings together churches, denominations and church fellowships in more than 110 

countries and territories throughout the world, representing over 500 million Christians and 

including most of the world's Orthodox churches, scores of Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist 

and Reformed churches, as well as many United and Independent churches. While the bulk of the 

WCC's founding churches were European and North American, today most member churches are in 

Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America, the Middle East and the Pacific. There are now 350 

member churches. 

 

For its member churches, the WCC is a unique space: one in which they can reflect, speak, act, 

worship and work together, challenge and support each other, share and debate with each other. 

-- 
All Africa Council of Churches – AACC. With 173 member churches in 40 African countries, the AACC 
is the largest association of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Indigenous churches. It is specialized 
in interfaith mediation and diplomacy and is mandated by the African Union Commission to 
coordinate interfaith consultations on AU policies. 
 

To that end, AACC has established an interfaith platform to coordinate positions and action with faith 

organizations beyond their membership including Muslim, Catholic and other faith institutions. The 

AACC provide input into AU policies, such as the new AU gender policy, campaign on child marriage, 



etc. Most recently, with the African Union Commission, AACC has held an interfaith workshop on 

radicalization in Cameroon, with participants from five West African countries. The workshop aimed 

at exploring how to prevent radicalization in Western Africa. They are establishing interfaith 

platforms in DRC, Chad, Congo Brazzaville, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon and Central African 

Republic. AACC conducts high-level interfaith diplomacy to resolve and mediate conflicts on the 

African continent. In South Sudan, AACC has deployed a special envoy (Dr Samuel Kobia) to facilitate 

interethnic dialogues between warrying parties. They advocate towards regional powers as well as 

the UN to promote the peace accord and work with the Council of Churches in South Sudan to 

advocate for peace. For example, in Sept 2017, AACC commemorated the international day of peace 

in Juba. In Mozambique, AACC’s team brokered the end of the civil war by convincing the rebels to 

join the peace negotiations. In DRC, together with World Council of Churches, the AACC team has 

helped pre-empt violence related to President Kabila’s term limit. They also facilitated discussions 

between the opposition and the ruling party in a safe space in Ethiopia. At the same time, AACC 

carried out interfaith advocacy visits to the AU ambassador, UN representative and 15 additional 

diplomatic missions in Kinshasa, to advocate for peace. In Burundi, together with Council of Anglican 

Provinces of Africa (CAPA), Tearfund – a Christian chairty and FECLAHA – Fellowship of Christian 

Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and Horn of Africa, they have carried out four missions 

since 2015 to promote interfaith collaboration. Led by the Catholic Cardinal in Ethiopia, they carried 

out interfaith monitoring missions in Burundi, to assess whether interfaith agreements and 

commitments have been enacted. 

It is reported that AACC also creates interfaith awareness about faith institutions’ responsibility and 

involvement in upholding good and accountable governance and democratic transition, so as to 

prevent conflict before, during and after elections. For example, in Kenya, AACC has convened 250 

elders of all Kenyan tribes to a 2.5 days’ workshop. AACC carried out a survey on their planned 

reactions to different hypothetic election outcomes. The outcome was a commitment of all elders 

towards peace. In a media statement, they vowed to speak and promote peace before and after the 

2017 election. 

 

PROJECTS: 

- Intercultural dialogue: Selected under the Development Cooperation Instrument’s Global 
Public Goods and Challenges (DCI-GPGC) call for proposals with the objective to promote 
intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity, the EU is supporting a regional project to 
enhance understanding, tolerance and respect for cultural and religious diversity among 
14,400 youth at risk of radicalisation in Burundi, Egypt, Kenya, South Sudan, Tanzania and 
Uganda. The action entitled “Communities richer in diversity – CRID” is implemented by the 
Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA) in partnership with the African Council of 
Religious Leaders (ACRL) and Faith to Action Network (F2A). Concerned about radicalisation 
in the region, CAPA has put together an alliance of all major interfaith networks in Africa 
(incl. AACC) - to contribute towards positive changes within these different contexts. CAPA is 
an Associate Member of AACC. (EU contribution: 1.9 million EUR, duration: 01/04/2018 - 
31/03/2022).  

- The project leverages the influence of religious leaders to promote cultural diversity and 
respect for equal dignity of all men and women in target countries through interfaith and 
intercultural dialogue and cooperation. 



- Main activities include financial support to third parties to local rights based interventions; 
the generation of knowledge through six case studies or participation in fora at various 
levels; the promotion of pluralist discourses, practice and tools, including through artistic 
approaches; capacity building of selected target groups (e.g. religious leaders); design and 
publish a multi-media kit and a comprehensive strategy for scaling up. 

- Within the scope of the project, AACC participates in award juries assessing submitted 
applications from potential grantees. AACC provides expert input into research and 
knowledge management methodologies, especially in the development of case studies, 
documenting interfaith and intercultural practices and developing alternative narratives. This 
input may take the form of referring to eminent religious leaders as key informants, and 
disseminating and sharing the knowledge products through their forums and networks, 
through existing Interfaith Forums in different African countries. As part of the upscaling 
plan, AACC will help identify and convince adopting institutions within its network to upscale 
project models, and provide trainers for capacity strengthening activities. Finally, key issues 
identified in the project will be tabled to the African Union for discussion/and policy making. 
(CRIS: DCI/2017/xxx) 

 

- In Zimbabwe, the European Commission (FPI) supports the Zimbabwe Council of Churches, 
through Danish Church Aid, with an action entitled “Churches Convergence on Peace 
(CCOP)” with an EU contribution of €650 000 (implementation period: 01/06/2018 - 
31/08/2019; IcSP/2018/398-025). This initiative will leverage the Church’s social capital, 
moral authority and mobilisation capacity, to both deter and diffuse politically motivated 
violence in the 2018 election and ensure that a free, fair and credible election is held in 
Zimbabwe. Specifically, the project will work towards: 

1. Strengthened capacity of church structures to promote violence-free communities. This 

aims to strengthen the capacity of church structures to design and sustainably 

implement peace building and conflict transformation interventions. These interventions 

will be coordinated by provincial coordinators and cascaded to district and ward levels; 

2. Improved capacity of selected local communities to promote peace, community cohesion 

and facilitate peaceful dispute resolution. This seeks to facilitate the strengthening of 

community structures to be proactive about peace building and ensuing community 

cohesion;  

3. National Peace pledge developed, endorsed and disseminated at all levels, to escalate 

the engagement of civilians and the State at the national level bringing together critical 

players who influence peace in the country to sign up to a peace pledge being led 

predominantly by the church; 

4. Strengthened capacity of CSOs for project implementation and coordination. 
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