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Environmental Governance Programme, and exploring and inaugurating new

programmes, such as the Environmental Sustainability Programme.

Commissioner Poto¢nik suggested that an Environmental Forum could be established
to address specific topics of mutual interest, involving stakeholders and business, so
that a new dimension could be brought to the partnership. Green Growth could be
considered a suitable theme for the first Forum. The Forum's findings/outcome will be
presented to the Ministerial Environmental Policy Dialogue. Mr. Zhou welcomed the
proposal and encouraged working level officials on both sides to further the

consultation on the feasibilities of this Forum.
Both sides:

-Reviewed bilateral co-operation since the dialogue was launched in 2003, welcomed
the progress to date, and acknowledged the 2012 EU-China Summit commitment that
the EU and China would redouble their joint efforts to tackle global challenges

including sustainable development and environmental protection.

-Undertook to strengthen co-operation in the framework of multilateral environmental
agreements with a view to achieving global environment goals on biodiversity,
chemicals management, particularly mercury, and environmentally sound management
of wastes. They also agreed to enhance bilateral dialogue and co-operation on
biodiversity and ecosystems conservation, in particular on the valuation of ecosystem

services, natural capital accounting and innovative financing mechanisms.

-Recognised the need for continual and dedicated efforts to boost sustainable resource

productivity and efficiency as ways of safeguarding the environment.

-Agreed to work together towards the promotion of more sustainable consumption and

production patterns both in the context the bilateral relations and globally.

-Reaffirmed the commitment to promote cooperation on the flagship initiatives on
environment developed respectively by the EU and China, with a view to maximizing
the mutual synergies between the China's ecological civilization construction and the
European Union's resource efficiency agenda and with a view to supporting global

sustainable development.
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