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Minutes of the Meeting between

Mrs. Margot Wallstrom(Commissioner for Environment, European
Commission) and
Mr. Xie Zhenhua (Minister, State Environmental Protection
Administration, China)

Beijing, 12 November 2003

At the invitation of Mr. Xie Zhenhua, Minister of State Environmental Protection Administration
(SEPA) of China, Mrs. Margot Wallstrom, Environment Commissioner of the European
Commission, visited China from 10 to 13 November, 2003. This visit marked the initiation of the
EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy at Ministerial level. The two sides exchanged their
views on furthering EU-China cooperation in the field of environmental protection.

L Initiation of the EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy at Ministerial level

- The EU-China Summit of September 2001 agreed to establish an environment policy dialogue
between China and the European Commission. During the 6™ EU-China Summit held in Beijing
on 30 October 2003, leaders reaffirmed their commitment to environmental protection and to an
expanded dialogue in this area. At today’s meeting both sides agreed that the meeting between
European Commissioner for Environment and the Minister of the State Environmental
Protection Administration symbolized the formal initiation of the China -EU Dialogue on
Environmental Policy at Ministerial level.

- It was recognized by both sides that strengthening dialogue between senior officials in China
and the EU on environmental policy was necessary and agreed that further discussion regarding
content, format and participants of the EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy would be
conducted as soon as possible.

- It was also agreed that political leaders’ support for EU-China environmental coo'peration was
essential and that the results of the EU-China Dialogue on Environmental Policy should be
reported to leaders on both sides.

1I. Global Environmental Issues

- It was recognized that both sides are facing the challenge of addressing global environmental
issues in order to achieve sustainable development and that the implementation of sustainable
development policy was a common objective.

- Both sides stressed the tremendous challenges that lie ahead in order to accomplish the follow-
up actions to the World Summit on Sustainable Development as well as the objectives and
principles set out in the Rio de Janeiro Declaration on Environment and Development, and were
willing to make every effort to achieve them.

- Both China and the EU have signed the Kyoto Protocol and have made concrete efforts to
address global climate change. Under the framework of Asia Europe Meetings (ASEM), both




sides have successfully convened the first and second ASEM Environment Ministers’ Meeting
and promoted environmental dialogue between Asia and Europe.

- China and the EU have a common goal in addressing global environmental issues such as
biodiversity conservation, climate change and ozone layer protection, and are both willing to
strengthen communication, consultation and coordination in this regard. Both sides support the
international community in the pursuit of fair and equitable solutions and in the implementation
of relevant international conventions.

- They agreed to cooperate to further develop and implement multilateral environmental
agreements and to make contributions to global environmental protection by strengthening
coordination. China appreciated the cooperative approach pursued by the European Union and
supported its cfforts in the field of intcrnational environment and development. Both agreed to
strengthen consultation and coordination in important international institutions and
organizations and to make joint efforts to promote synergies between environmental protection
and economic development goals.

1Il.  Review of Bilateral Environmental Cooperation

- Environmental protection and sustainable development is one of the key areas of EU-China
cooperation. China attaches great importance to cooperation with the EU in this area as it
believes that it is a critical component in furthering the EU-China relationship. The
strengthening of environment dialogue is underlined in “China’s EU Policy Paper” adopted by
China on 13 October 2003.

— The EU side recalled that in its long “Long-Term Policy for EU —China relations > (issued by
the European Council in 1995) and in its communication of 1998 * building comprehensive
partnership with China and in the follow up communication on policies to China (issued by the
European Union in May 2001), that strengthening dialogue on environment was an important
measure and the promotion of sustainable development and environmental protection was seen
as one of the three major fields for the EU’s assistance to China.

— In its latest policy paper on China, “A maturing partnership — shared interests and challenges in
EU-China relations”, adopted on 13 October 2003, the EU proposes to promote EU-China
collaboration on global environmental challenges, to strengthen existing policy dialogue on
environment and complement it by implementing planned cooperation projects on
environmental capacity-building and sustainable development.

- The EU side proposed a policy dialogue and information exchange on international
environmental issues in the interest of both sides, and possibly the establishment of fruitful
partnerships. The Chinese side expressed its appreciation of this proposal.

- With regard to bilateral cooperation, both sides reviewed a series of joint cooperation projects
and agreed that these projects had obtained very positive results. For instance, the ongoing 5-
year Liaoning EU Integrated Environment Project aims at restructuring the mixture of the
industrial energy, improving energy efficiency and promoting local industrial restructuring
through capacity building in local governments and implementation of cleaner production. The
EU-China Environmental Management Project aims at raising China’s environmental
management capacity by implementing sustainable development policy, and the EU-China
Automobile Exhaust Pollution Control Projcct has provided direct support to China in the
formulation of related regulations and criteria.







1

ESYHEY CHEBY bW T F T o B e Wk ok S o
B BB X Y MO L RN A6 L
BNS B ATE =% BB YBEWN LN LSS ETD

HE L THBEHYES BT WHY (FNGREY FF AN i
WHEMBSTRWERY Y WY IR ESNY WE YR

BW % b Y of M 07 T 0k 1 L3 BN S B B W 5 0 I W6 M Y SO -
el b 3 [ 3 O F Y G

ORI WA G LW Bl W B T B R ek Y £

REFURRETLE 2

EOHEY o U Y0 ok T R L B R O MR e (e

FEENG oL W EHEFEHYGE IR B Y H Bk R o W
RPN E RS Y Y ok A B GE R 3 Y U e YR

RS R FWL B LM e TR B [E MR -
e R T HBCH R WA eM o FR B I R RO G X
ofF ) e 2 [ [E] ch R BB OO k" RO B BUROR I M B g o ) s
BYEWR L mBHSVEEWh RN EHLEEWT A 0¢ | 01 35 €00C ‘[
WEN R Wh THERE B ATEE 6 & 1000 Y HBWH -

FHCHR LM M B (L6 T

R L W B G U Y o Y A — TR
‘BN EEE Yk e QL AR 1-0T i TT A5 €007 F Lk —Y &
Mo b T BT o M B B o M O 5] I ok

A ‘BIT H IT4€00C

WS
Jhlarl M W Y TS
A T N S 2




FEHERWEL, EERAWEAE. 2HE5WH; XRERELTIRAE
By, TR R R ATH £ E R AL,

-7 B E R AR, 7 £ 3 IR ¢ S A S T AE
S NP LRIFEMKE TR, PHEERFEE G AT SRS, T8
EAEERIE S X RARLEE RN ER. W7 EEmEEEEE R R
AR WER S, EERBTERP 5 EF LR E ARG, |

3. SAFREAERES

R FERERP 5T HE KRR 2 PR EE AT —, B
905 O AR A, AR — S L RSP RAT L AN EELREL.
18 2003 48 10 A 13 B AAH “HRBSE K4 o 438 8 5 w98 o BRSR3E 2t
i,

~BRA R, 1995 FBR MMM “BREAFEXZH KR . 1998 4
“HEAT BB AKIEE R AU 2001 4 S F R B4 o A AR TR I X1
th, AR MBS EARAEE N EEA, R R R IR
N H AR B 4y 3 A E B2

—7E 2003 48 10 A 13 BRCF B0 B BOE X R BB KPES R — P
K 3 5T R 25 5 9k o, A LT K R R SRRk T 1
J i N B EE ST SR B AR, IS TR B RS T KR T
SETE.

~K 207 T U B s A 20 5% [ B FR S LR R B SRR S B R
B, HRTHESTEHBEKNKELR; b HALEFHE.

W E B T AL B s A SR — R SIS ETE L I — 0A A T E
WEBE. flin: EESHHNYS FWTFRIHEHETRE, SHEBIHE
W7 R IOTE A 0 HER, SR AT, T T RS, 4R R RO
S, (REHT T A A o [E KB SRS BT B R A A R ok A A T 4
S MR IR TR AL s o ) WK LB 2 BT g ST B U S o E
AR % 60 MUAAR AR T B X 5

2







		2020-05-18T13:30:29+0000




