
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
LEGAL SERVICE 

AGRI Team (Ag,iculture and fishc,ies) 

Brussels 
sj.b(2020)1766527 

NOTE FOR THE ATTENTION OF MS ANNE BUCHER, DIRECTOR-GENERAL DG SANTE 

Subject: Farm-to-Fork Strategy CIS 

Thank you for consulting the Legal Service on the above draft. As it states future 
legislative initiatives at an abstract level, the Legal Service does not have specific 
comments on most of the measures announced in the action plan at this stage, but would 
need to see something more specific before taking its view. 

This applies in particular to measures affecting imported products. As has been discussed 
between our services, there is clearly a WTO law issue, and the particular measures, 
when we know exactly what they would be, would have to be carefully assessed for 
WTO compatibility. 

The only commitment on which the Legal Service has strong reservations at this stage 
concerns the envisaged proposal for mandatory origin marking for milk. As this is likely 
to constitute a restriction on the free movement of goods, it must be done in a 
proportionate and coherent manner with a view to pursuing a legitimate policy objective. 
Given that the matter is currently subject to Court proceedings 1

, the Legal Service cannot 
agree for the Commission's making specific commitments at this stage. For that reason, 
the Legal Service can only give its agreement to the Strategy if the envisaged action is 
stated in a manner that leaves options sufficiently open (see modifications in the attached 
document that also contains some further queries and drafting suggestions). 

Fernando CASTI 

Ben S'.MtJTI1E1tS- Marc VAN HOOF 

1 Case C-485/15, Groupe Lactalis. 
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