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What is SolarPower Europe?

We represent over 200 companies from the whole solar value chain

We help shape the policy environment and make business 
happen in the solar industry

Our aim is to ensure that more energy is 
generated by solar than any other 

energy source by 2030 and lead our 
members to make solar the core of a 

smart, sustainable, secure and inclusive 
energy system in order to reach EU 

climate neutrality before 2050
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• In climate-neutral scenarios, solar could employ more than 
4 million people in Europe in 2050 (LUT University)

• Jobs in installation, operation and maintenance are particularly 
suited for economically transition regions (JRC). 

• Small-scale solar installations (rooftops) are a key 
driver for this growth

• Utility scale solar installations are instrumental to 
achieve the fast and cost-competitive penetration of renewables 
intro the energy mix. 

The solar industry can create economic 
activities and jobs, a key asset for the 

European Green deal and upcoming recovery



PV Levelised Cost of Electricity (LCOE ) in six European 
locations compared to current industrial and wholesale electricity 
prices, 2019-2050
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Solar PPAs for 
chemical 
companies 

Source: Grupa Azolty S.A.

Solar Hydrogen 
for the steel 

industry

Solar is also key to build a clean and 
competitive energy-intensive 
industrial sector.
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Europe is a global leader in innovative solar technologies

Highly innovating
and efficient cells

New applications of cells: 
Building-Integrated PV

Source: Akuo Energy
Source: Enel

Source: P.Andrianopoli / Issol

Floating solar technologies

European policies must support the upscaling and market deployment of 
these technologies









Solar stakeholder meeting with 
EU Commissioner Kadri Simson

, Enel Green Power

14 May 2020





Solar power is a key factor of the energy transition

Europe is not permitting enough renewable plants to deliver the Green Deal

European Commission should support the return to Europe of large part of 
the value chain, including PV manufacturing

Accelerate massive deployment of renewables by 
2030, the key to achieving climate-neutrality

The future of solar power relies on important investments in innovation
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OUR BUSINESS MODELS USING 
SOLAR IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE

Agrinergie®

Floating solar
OMEGA 1

Gigafactory 
NorthVolt example

Solar roof tiles
(Sunstyle®)



Our solutions offer an opportunity for
Europe to develop its industrial
strategy around renewable energy

Our innovative business models
enable the use of the sun in more
ways than one and allow the EU to
take advantage of its building stock,
agriculture and land in order to
accelerate the transition

These business models require a
specific regulatory and support
framework as they fulfill different
needs than mainstream and lowest-
cost solar projects

A NECESSARY TAILOR-MADE 
REGULATORY SYSTEM





E.ON Energy Networks:
Distribution in eight EU Member States
What we do
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E.ON group present in 15 countries, 50 million customers, 
70,000 employees, focus on grids and customer solutions.
We provide the infrastructure for the new energy world. We 
manage our electricity and gas grids in a smart way, to 
promote the integration of renewable capacity.
About 39.400 employees work in Energy Networks.

Connected EU customers in million
CZ DE HR HU PL RO SE SK total

Electricity 1.6 14.7 n/a 4.9 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.2 25.9
Gas 0.1 1.8 0.1 0.6 n/a 1.8 n/a n/a 4.4



Solar will provide easy­to­access flexibility
for smart digitalised distribution systems of the future

• An accelerated energy transition as central part of the 
recovery effort results in a win­win­situation for 
climate protection and the economic recovery.

• DSO will play a central role in facilitating the 
integration of renewables on a local and regional level.

• Efficient investment will promote the increasing 
digitalisation of the energy system enabling optimal 
flexibility use for distribution congestion management:

• Solar in combination with other sources will provide 
a significant part of this flexibility.

• It is critical that the review of the TEN-E regulation 
enables a stronger focus on smart grid infrastructures 
e.g. by expanding it to cover low­voltage grids.
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Solar is a main contributor
to decentralised energy sector integration

• Optimised energy systems of all 
sizes are the building blocks of 
an energy transition organised 
bottom­up, e.g.:

• Prosumers
• Energy Communities
• Municipalities
• Small and larger DSO 

• Solar as the only form of 
generation available in all sizes is 
a vital component of these 
optimised energy systems.

• E.ON explored sector integration 
in the InterFlex project.
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An Own „Strategic Value Chain“ for Renewables Would be
Key to Achieve the targets of the EU Green Deal. 

1. Electrification of the EU Industry needs huge renewable energy production capacity to reach
climate neutrality by 2050. 

­ Solar as a strategic value chain and re­launching European solar production via IPCEIs accelerates
renewable deployment and strengthens Europe‘s technological and industrial autonomy from
Asia towards decarbonization.

2. European carbon leakage protection must include an instrument that considers the incremental
transformation costs (OPEX), to enable CO2­free production technologies to be competitive in a 
global environment.

­ Introducing industrial electricity prices based on contracts for differences would offer economic
incentives to invest in electrification as well as provide effective support for transitioning sectors
exposed to carbon leakage risk.

3. Funding for OPEX­instruments must be secured either on a European level or by allowing
Member States to establish national aid instruments.

­ This requires a targetd revision of the EEAGs.




