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 10 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Executive Vice-President, 
 
 
I would like to address this letter in the framework of the extraordinary circumstances 
that we face due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
BusinessEurope recently made a call on European leaders to concentrate all efforts on 
actions to mitigate the socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis, putting on hold 
non-essential EU initiatives [link]. The present statement builds on that, and focuses on 
climate and environment policy. 

The COVID-19 pandemic does not change our commitment to make the European 
Green Deal a true success. European businesses remain fully on board with the EU 
ambition of reaching net-zero greenhouse gas emissions (climate neutrality) to reach the 
objectives of the Paris Agreement and shifting Europe to a fully functioning circular 
economy. That is why the European Green Deal ambition will have to be deeply 
anchored into the future European recovery plan, making sure that it secures 
investments in financing the energy, environment and climate programmes. 

However, for now Europe is facing an unprecedented human and economic crisis that 
does not allow to continue with a “business as usual” scenario. The European business 
community is fully focusing on managing the situation internally in order to minimize job 
losses and disruptions to the supply chains. Unfortunately, the social and economic 
impacts are already widely apparent, with costs running into the billions without a clear 
end in sight. Regardless of the efforts made by the companies, the current state of affairs 
has had a direct impact in their day-to-day operations.   

BusinessEurope is therefore calling on the European Commission to extend all non-
essential environment and climate-related consultations for stakeholder engagement 
such as inception impact assessments and public consultations that are currently active 
or planned for the next two months, as well as to extend certain deadlines to implement 
EU legislation (some examples are presented in the Annex). Similar national procedures 
have been put in place in various member states, and will be re-established whenever 
the normal state of affairs is reinstated. This flexibility is rightly being introduced at EU 
level in policy fields such as fiscal or state aid rules. It is important to go beyond in order 
to give companies more space to first survive and then recover from the crisis. 
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Facing certain deadlines as if nothing has happened does not seem to acknowledge the 
changing times and realities, and risks making the stakeholders inputs for consultations 
and existing EU regulations far from perfect. Many companies are implementing short 
time work or asking employees who do not perform essential services to take annual 
leave in order to mitigate future shocks, thereby significantly impacting their capacity to 
engage with policymakers. A very far-reaching initiative like the European Green Deal 
should not be built on such foundations. We must ensure that conditions surrounding the 
consultation and implementation processes allow for all stakeholders to deliver what is 
expected from them. This would be sensible and in line with other delays and 
postponements that are being announced across the continent, such as COP26, and 
delayed work by the European Parliament and Council of the European Union.  

I would like to end by stressing that BusinessEurope’s commitment to the Green Deal 
remains. We stand ready to work together with the Commission and member states to 
provide viable solutions to manage the COVID-19 crisis. I thank you for your attention 
and would be happy to discuss further with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc: Executive Vice-president Dombrovskis, Commissioner Sinkevicius, Commissioner 
Breton, Commissioner Simson, and Commissioner Vălean 








